Migration and Forced Displacement in Comparative Perspective
Fall 2026

Instructor: Dr. Natan Skigin (nskigin(@uga.cdu)
Class: Tuesdays 2:55-5:35 p.m.

Room: Candler Hall 115

Office hours: Thursdays 2-3:30 pm & by appt.
Office Hour Location: 304 Candler Hall

This is a graduate-level seminar on the politics of migration and forced displacement. With over 120
million people forcibly displaced worldwide, questions about who moves, why, and what happens
when they arrive are among the most pressing in contemporary politics — touching on fundamental
issues of human rights, security, and democratic governance.

The course is split into two main sections. The first covers migration from the perspective of origin
countries: Why do people migrate? What roles do conflict, climate change, and economic shocks play
in driving displacement? How do migrants choose destinations, and what happens to the communities
they leaver The second part examines migration from the perspective of destination countries: What
policies do states implement to regulate their migration flows? What are the security and economic
consequences of immigration? And how do host societies respond — through inclusion, exclusion,
or violence?

Throughout the course, we engage with both the political economy and human rights dimensions of
migration. Students will be exposed to seminal and cutting-edge research spanning developed and
developing countries, using experimental, quasi-experimental, and observational methods.

Course Structure and Grading

A major part of the course will involve closely engaging with the assigned readings, coming to class
well prepared, and actively contributing to seminar discussions. In addition to participating in weekly
conversations, you will lead discussion for one or two sessions during the semester and develop an
original research project. You will submit a brief project proposal eatly in the semester and present
your work to the class before submitting a final paper.

The final grade is based on the following components:

1. Seminar participation: 30%

o I expect students to treat class meetings with great preparation and attention. As this
is a seminar, class participation is an essential component of both the course and
your grade. All students are required to complete the assigned readings each week
before class begins and should be prepared to discuss them constructively. In each
session (Weeks 2—14), you will receive a score from 0 to 2.5:

" 0: Did not attend.
* 1: Attended but did not participate.

= 2: Attended and participated, but did not demonstrate having done the
readings carefully.
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=  2.5: Attended, participated actively, and demonstrated close engagement with
the assigned materials.

Your lowest session score will be dropped, meaning you can miss one class with no
questions asked and no penalty. If you miss more than one class, you will be penalized 1
point even if you write a response paper. Your participation grade will be calculated out of
30 points (best 12 sessions X 2.5 points each).

2. Seminar leadership: 15%

o The week before each class, you will sign up to present one of the required readings.
Your presentation should introduce the paper’s research question, theoretical
argument, and core empirical findings, and offer an original critique. Rather than
simply summarizing, you should identify how the paper connects to, complements,
or contradicts the other assigned readings, and conclude with one or two discussion
questions to steer our seminar conversation. Presentations should be approximately
10 minutes.

3. Project proposal: 10% due September 22

o In one to two pages, identify: (1) the topic you plan to work on, (2) which paper
format you will pursue (see final paper options below), (3) your research question or
the analytical focus of your review, and (4) five papers related to your topic with a
sentence on each explaining its relevance.

4. Final presentation: 10% due November 17
o Prepare a 10-minute presentation summarizing your project. Evaluation criteria: the
presentation asks a clear, researchable question situated in the relevant literature (3
points); develops a logically clear argument (2 points); proposes a credible
methodology or analytical approach (3 points); and is well-organized and engaging (2
points).
5. Final project (35%) due December 4
o For your final paper, you have several options:

(a) An original research paper developing and empirically testing a hypothesis related
to one of the course’s themes. Your paper should include an introduction, a
literature review, a theory section with explicitly stated hypotheses, a discussion of
data and measurement, results, and a conclusion. The empirical test may be
quantitative or qualitative, but it must constitute a genuine test of your argument.
Students are encouraged to choose this option if they have a paper that is already
underway and fits with the subject matter.

(b) A critical literature review that offers an analytical assessment of one of the
topics covered in this course. This is not a summary of existing research. Rather, it
should compare and contrast different theoretical and empirical approaches to the
topic, evaluate what we know and what remains unresolved, identify contradictions
or gaps in the accumulated evidence, and propose directions for future research. The

tone and scope should be modeled on review articles published in the Annual Review
of Political Science.

(c) A Research Design including a motivating question, a literature review, a
theoretical argument with testable hypotheses, and a detailed research design. This




option is essentially a research paper without the analysis and results. It should
include a clear research question, a review of the relevant literature, a theoretical
argument with testable hypotheses, and a thorough description of the proposed
empirical strategy — including data sources, operationalization of key concepts, and
identification strategy. The design may be quantitative or qualitative, but it must
include a concrete plan for empirical analysis; purely theoretical or conceptual papers
do not qualify. This option is particularly well-suited for students developing a paper,
dissertation prospectus, or grant proposal.

o Guidelines: double-spaced, 12-point font; 6,000-10,000 words including notes, tables,

and references. Use a consistent citation format. Co-authorship between two
students (no more) is allowed.

Assessment structure:

Component Weight Due
Seminar participation 30% Weekly (Weeks 2—14), drop lowest
Seminar leadership 15% Sign up Week 1
Project proposal 10% September 22
Final presentation 10% November 17
Final paper 35% December 4

I am open to allowing you to combine this paper with a paper for another course. Obviously, you
must indicate to the other faculty member and me that this is what you are doing,.

Letter grades correspond to the following 0-100 scale:

Grade Percentage Range

A > 93.00

A— 90.00 — 92.99
B+ 87.00 — 89.99
B 83.00 — 86.99
B—- 80.00 — 82.99
C+ 77.00 —79.99
C 73.00 —76.99
C— 70.00 — 72.99
D 60.00 — 69.99
F < 59.99

Course Policies

Etiquette. Our class is based on mutual respect. Please be considerate of your fellow students and
your instructor: show up to class on time, refrain from talking when others are speaking, use your
laptop to take notes of what has been discussed and not browse anything unrelated to the course, turn



off your cell phone during our meetings, and do not leave the class early unless necessary.
Communications with your instructor and classmates should be courteous and professional.

Diversity and Inclusion. The University of Georgia is committed to maintaining a fair and respectful
environment for living, work and study. To that end, and in accordance with federal and state law,
University System of Georgia policy, and University policy, the University prohibits harassment of or
discrimination against any person because of race, color, sex (including sexual harassment and
pregnancy), sexual orientation, gender identity, ethnicity or national origin, religion, age, genetic
information, disability, or veteran status by any member of the University Community on campus, in
connection with a University program or activity, or in a manner that creates a hostile environment
for any member of the University Community.

Academic Honesty. As a University of Georgia student, you have agreed to follow the University’s
academic honesty policy (“A Culture of Honesty”) and the Student Honor Code. All academic work
must meet the standards contained in “A Culture of Honesty,” including policies that cover plagiarism
and unauthorized assistance. Students are responsible for informing themselves about these standards
before performing and submitting any academic work. They may direct specific questions they have
regarding the policy—or its application to course assighments—to the instructor. Please note that all
suspected violations of this policy will be handled according to the guidelines set forth within the
policy.

Recording Policy. Students may not audio or video record class sessions unless they have received
written authorization from the UGA Disability Resource Center. If students have such an
authorization, they:

e Wil use the recordings only for personal academic use during the specific course.

e Understand that faculty members have copyright interest in their class lectures and that they
agree not to infringe on this right in any way.

e Understand that the faculty member and students in the class have privacy rights and agree
not to violate those rights by using recordings for any reason other than their own personal
study.

e Will not release, digitally upload, broadcast, transcribe, or otherwise share all or any part of
the recordings. They also agree that they will not profit financially and will not allow others to
benefit personally or financially from lecture recordings or other course materials.

e Will erase/delete all recordings at the end of the semester.

e Understand that violation of these terms may subject them to discipline under the Student
Code of Conduct or subject them to liability under copyright laws.

Al Use Policy. Generative Al tools may be used only as aids while you build your own
understanding and arguments for an assignment. They may help you brainstorm, get started on a
project, and refine your language or prose. You can use Al to develop ideas, get started on a project,
improve your language, writing, and data analysis. You are allowed to use artificial intelligence tools
such as ChatGPT, Claude (or Grammarly, for that matter) on assignments in this course, provided
that you follow three rules:



e Use Al for tutoring, but never delegate your thinking to a machine. You must be in control of
the analysis and the final product. At the end of the day, you are responsible for your work —
and all related steps and decisions.

e Acknowledge the use of Al If you use an Al tool, you must say so clearly in your work. Please
include the name of the tool and how you used it.

e Do notuse Al in a way that violates copyright or counts as plagiarism. If you’re not sure
whether something is okay, ask first.

e Bring your experiences to class: we want to learn how to make our work more efficient.

Note: 1 can request clarification of any assignment, and request that you reproduce the logical steps
leading to your conclusions and results in my presence.

To be clear: submitting work that is substantially generated by AI — rather than assisted by
it — constitutes a violation of the UGA Student Honor Code and will be treated accordingly.

Accommodation for students with disabilities. If you plan to request accommodations for a
disability, please register with the Disability Resource Center (DRC). The DRC can be reached by
visiting Clark Howell Hall, by calling 706-542-8719 (voice) or 706-542-8778 (TTY), or by visiting
http://drc.uga.edu.

Mental Health and Wellness Resources. If you or someone you know needs assistance, you are
encouraged to contact Student Care and Outreach in the Division of Student Affairs at 706-542-7774
ot visit https://sco.uga.edu/. They will help you navigate any difficult circumstances you may be
facing by connecting you with the appropriate resources or services. UGA has several resources for a

student seeking mental health services (https://caps.uga.edu/wellbeing-prevention-programs-mental-
health/) or crisis support (https://healthcenter.uga.edu/emergencies/). If you need help managing

stress anxiety, relationships, etc., please visit BeWellUGA (https://caps.uga.edu/well-being-
preventionprograms-mental-health/) for a list of free workshops, classes, mentoring, and health
coaching led by licensed clinicians and health educators in the University Health Center. Additional
resources can be accessed through the UGA App.

Late Work Policy: A 10% deduction will be applied to late work unless prior arrangements are made
for excused reasons.
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Course Schedule

The course syllabus is a general plan for the course; deviations announced to the class by the

instructor may be necessary.

Week 1: Course Introduction (August 18)

Learning objectives:

Set course expectations / go over the syllabus
Historical and recent trends in movements of people across borders

Distinguish between “refugees” and “migrants.” Should “refugees” deserve greater
protection than “migrants”?

What are the human rights implications of how we classify people on the move?

Required readings:

1.

Erdal, Marta Bivand, and Ceti Oeppen. (2018). “Forced to leave? The discursive and
analytical significance of describing migration as forced and voluntary.” Jourmal of Ethnic and
Migration Studies 44(6): 981-998.

Hamlin, Rebecca. 2021. “The Migrant/Refugee Binary” in Crossing: How we label and react to
people on the move, chapter 1:1-24.

UNHCR global trends 2024: https://www.unhcr.org/global-trends-report-2024

FitzGerald, David Scott, and Rawan Arar. (2018). “The Sociology of Refugee Migration.”
Annual Review of Sociology, but only until page 393.

Suggested readings:

World Development Report 2023: Glossary (xxv-xxvi) and Chapter 2: 43—65.

Fransen, Sonja, and Hein De Haas. (2022). “Trends and Patterns of Global Refugee
Migration.” Population and Development Review 48(1): 97—128.

Betts, Alexander. (2011). Protection by persuasion: International cooperation in the refugee regime.
Cornell University Press (Introduction chapter).

Mourad, Lama, and Kelsey P. Norman. (2020). “Transtorming refugees into migrants:
institutional change and the politics of international protection.” European Journal of
International Relations 26(3): 687-713.

Crawley, Heaven, and Dimitris Skleparis. (2018). “Refugees, migrants, neither, both:

Categorical fetishism and the politics of bounding in Europe’s ‘migration ctisis’.” Journal of
Ethnic and Migration Studies 44(1): 48—64.

World Development Report 2023: Chapter 3, but only until page 77.
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Section I. Origin Countries

Week 2: Why Do People Move? Political, Economic, and Social Explanations
(August 25)

Learning objectives:

What explains who migrates and who stays? How do wealth, risk preferences, and household
structure shape the decision to mover Why do many people who would benefit from
migration never leave? And what are the political roots of the decision to leave or stay?

Required readings:

1.

Massey, Douglas S. et al. (1993). “Theories of international migration: A review and
appraisal.” Population and Development Review 19(3): 431-4606.

Leblang, David, and Benjamin Helms. (2023). The ties that bind: immigration and the global
political economy, chapter 2: 16—45.

McKenzie, David. (2024). “Fears and Tears: Should More People Be Moving within and
from Developing Countries, and What Stops This Movement?” World Bank Research Observer
39(1): 75-96.

Fitzgerald, Jennifer, David Leblang, and Jessica C. Teets. 2014. “Defying the Law of
Gravity: The Political Economy of International Migration.” World Politics 66(3): 406—445.

Suggested readings:

Bauernschuster, Stefan, Oliver Falck, Stephan Heblich, Jens Suedekum, and Alfred Lameli.
2014. “Why are educated and risk-loving persons more mobile across regions?” Journal of
Economic Behavior & Organization 98: 56—69.

Clemens, Michael A., and Mariapia Mendola. 2024. “Migration from developing countries:
Selection, income elasticity, and Simpson’s paradox.” Journal of Development Economics 171:
103359.

Bazzi, Samuel. (2017). “Wealth heterogeneity and the income elasticity of migration.”
American Economic Jonrnal: Applied Economics 9(2): 219-55.

Dustmann, Christian, Francesco Fasani, Xin Meng, and Luigi Minale. (2023). “Risk attitudes
and household migration decisions.” Journal of Human Resonrces 58(1): 112—145.

World Development Report 2023. Chapter 4: 95-108.

Carling, Jorgen, and Kerilyn Schewel. (2018). “Revisiting aspiration and ability in
international migration.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 44(6): 945-963.



Week 3: Why Do People Flee? Violence and Climate Change (September 1)

Learning objectives:

How and why does conflict induce displacement?
What explains variation in displacement patterns following civil wars?
Does gang violence contribute to forced displacement?

Is climate change inducing displacement? If so, how and why?

Required readings:

1.

Orozco-Aleman, Sandra, and Heriberto Gonzalez-Lozano. (2018). “Drug violence and
migration flows: lessons from the Mexican drug war.” Journal of Human Resources 53(3): 717—
749.

Lichtenheld, Adam G. (2020). “Explaining population displacement strategies in civil wars:
a cross-national analysis.” International Organization 74(2): 253—-294.

Tai, Xiao Hui, Shikhar Mehra, and Joshua E. Blumenstock. (2022). “Mobile phone data
reveal the effects of violence on internal displacement in Afghanistan.” Nature Human
Behaviour 6(5): 624—634.

Wortld Development Report 2023: chapter 3 (““The Outlook: Changing patterns, needs, and
risks”), only pages 78—83.

Cattaneo, Cristina, et al. (2019). “Human migration in the era of climate change.” Revzew of
Environmental Economics and Policy 13(2): 189-2006.

Suggested readings:

Davenport, Christian, Will Moore, and Steven Poe. (2003). “Sometimes you just have to
leave: Domestic threats and forced migration, 1964—1989.” International Interactions 29(1): 27—
55.

Abel, Guy J., Michael Brottrager, Jesus Crespo Cuaresma, and Raya Muttarak. (2019).
“Climate, Conflict and Forced Migration.” Global Environmental Change 54: 239-249.

Weber, Sigrid. (2025). “Controlling a moving world: Territorial control, displacement and the
spread of civilian targeting in Iraq.” Journal of Peace Research 62(2): 211-229.

Clemens, Michael A. (2021). “Violence, development, and migration waves: Evidence from
Central American child migrant apprehensions.” Journal of Urban Economics 124: 103355.

Adhikari, Prakash. (2013). “Conflict-induced displacement, understanding the causes of
flight.”” Asmerican Journal of Political Science 57(1): 82—89.

Almulhim, Abdulaziz I., Gabriela Nagle Alverio, Ayyoob Sharifi, Rajib Shaw, Saleemul Huq,
Md Juel Mahmud, Shakil Ahmad, and Ismaila Rimi Abubakar. 2024. “Climate-Induced
Migration in the Global South: An In-Depth Analysis.” npy Climate Action 3(1): 47.

Petrova, Kristina. (2021). “Natural hazards, internal migration and protests in Bangladesh.”
Journal of Peace Research 58(1): 33—49.



Week 4: Destination Choice (September 8)

Learning objectives:

e How do migrants and refugees decide where to go?
e The role of networks, information, and policy in shaping where the displaced go.
Required readings:
1. Leblang, David, and Benjamin Helms. (2023). The ties that bind: immigration and the global
political economy, chapter 3: 58—83.
2. Blair, Christopher W., Guy Grossman, and Jeremy Weinstein. (2022). “Liberal
Displacement Policies Attract Forced Migrants in the Global South.” Awmserican Political
Sczence Review 116(1): 351-358.
3. Buch, Tanja, Carola Burkert, Stefan Hell, Annekatrin Niebuhr, and Anette Haas. (2025).
“Do xenophobic attitudes influence migrant workers’ regional location choice?” PLoS ONE
20(2): e0316627.
4. Manchin, Miriam, and Sultan Orazbayev. (2018). “Social networks and the intention to
migrate.” World Development 109: 360-374.
Suggested readings:
e Moore, Will H., and Stephen M. Shellman. (2007). “Whither will they go? A global study of
refugees’ destinations, 1965-1995.” International Studies Onarterly 51(4): 811-834.
e DPeters, Margaret, and Alisha Holland. (2020). “Political Information, Opportunities, and
Migration Timing.” International Organization 74(3): 560—583.
[ ]

Munshi, Kaivan. (2020). “Social Networks and Migration.” Annual Review of Economics 12:
503-524.

Blumenstock, Joshua E., Guanghua Chi, and Xu Tan. (2025). “Migration and the value of
social networks.” Review of Economic Studies 92(1): 97-128.



Week 5: Migration Effect on Origin Countries and Communities (September 15)
Learning objectives:

e What do origin communities gain—and lose—when people leave?
e Social and economic remittances.

e What are the social, economic, and political effects on the migrants themselves?
Required readings:

1. Gaikwad, Nikhar, Kolby Hanson, and Aliz Té6th. 2025. “Bridging the Gulf: How Migration
Fosters Tolerance, Cosmopolitanism, and Support for Globalization.” American Jonrnal of
Political Science 69(3): 813-830.

2. Escriba-Folch, Abel, Covadonga Meseguer, and Joseph Wright. 2018. “Remittances and
Protest in Dictatorships.” Awerican Journal of Political Science 62(4): 889—904.

3. Johns, Leslie, Maximo Langer, and Margaret E. Peters. 2022. “Migration and the Demand
for Transnational Justice.” Awmerican Political Science Review 116(4): 1184-1207.

4. Dancygier, Rafaela et al. (2025). “Emigration and Radical Right Populism.” American Jonrnal
of Political Science 69(1): 252—2067.

Suggested readings:

e Batista, Catia, Daniel Han, Johannes Haushofer, Gaurav Khanna, David McKenzie, Ahmed
Mushfiq Mobarak, Caroline Theoharides, and Dean Yang. (2025). “Brain drain or brain gain?
Effects of high-skilled international emigration on origin countries.” Science 388(6749).

e Docquier, Frederic, Elisabetta Lodigiani, Hillel Rapoport, and Maurice Schiff. (2016).
“Emigration and Democracy.” Journal of Development Economics 120: 209-223.

e World Development Report 2023: Chapter 5: 127-143.

e Tuccio, Michele, Jackline Wahba, and Bachir Hamdouch. (2019). “International migration as
a driver of political and social change: evidence from Morocco.” Journal of Population Economics
32(4): 1171-1203.

e Gaikwad, Nikhar, Kolby Hanson, and Aliz Téth. 2025. “How Migrating Overseas Shapes

Political Preferences: Evidence from a Field Experiment.” International Organization 79(4):
601-638.

e Lim, Junghyun. (2023). “The Electoral Consequences of International Migration in Sending
Countries: Evidence from Central and Eastern Europe.” Comparative Political Studies 56(1):
36—-64.

e Ley, Sandra, J. Eduardo Ibarra Olivo, and Covadonga Meseguer. 2021. “Family Remittances
and Vigilantism in Mexico.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 47(6): 1375-1394.

e Meseguer, Covadonga, Sandra Ley, and J. Eduardo Ibarra-Olivo. 2017. “Sending Money
Home in Times of Crime: The Case of Mexico.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 43 (13):
2169-92.

e Krejcova, Eva, Filip Kostelka, and Nicolas Sauger. (2025). “Change in migrants’ political
attitudes: Acculturation and cosmopolitanization.” American Journal of Political Science.

10



Week 6: Returnees (September 22)

Learning objectives:

e Under what conditions do displaced persons return to their home country?

e When is return voluntary — and when is it coerced?

e What happens to communities when displaced populations go home?

Required readings:

1.

Alrababa’h, Ala, Daniel Masterson, Marine Casalis, Dominik Hangartner, and Jeremy
Weinstein. (2023). “The Dynamics of Refugee Return: Syrian Refugees and Their Migration
Intentions.” British Journal of Political Science 53(4): 1108—1131.

Camarena, Kara Ross, and Nils Hagerdal. (2020). “When Do Displaced Persons Return?
Postwar Migration among Christians in Mount Lebanon.” Awerican Journal of Political Science
64(2): 223-239.

Ghosn, Faten, Tiffany S. Chu, Miranda Simon, Alex Braithwaite, Michael Frith, and Joanna

Jandali. (2021). “The journey home: Violence, anchoring, and refugee decisions to return.”
American Political Science Review 115(3): 982-998.

Sviatschi, Maria Micaela. (2022). “Spreading gangs: Exporting US criminal capital to El
Salvador.” Awmerican Economic Review 112(6): 1985-2024.

Suggested readings:

Beaman, Lori, Harun Onder, and Stefanie Onder. (2022). “When do refugees return home?
Evidence from Syrian displacement in Mashreq.” Journal of Development Economies 155: 102802.

Schwartz, Stephanie. (2019). “Home, Again: Refugee Return and Post-Conflict Violence in
Burundi.” International Security 44(2): 110-145.

Weber, Sigrid, and Alexandra Hartman. (2025). “Property rights and post-conflict recovery:
Theory and evidence from IDP return movements in Iraq.” Working paper.

Blair, Christopher W., and Austin L. Wright. (2025). “Refugee Return and Conflict:
Evidence from a Natural Experiment.” Working paper.
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Section II. Destination Countries

Week 7: Migration Policy and Deterrence (September 29)

Learning objectives:

Why do some countries have restrictive and others more inclusive migration policies?
What tools do destination countries use to affect migration flows?

Do border walls, externalization, and aid reduce displacement?

Required readings:

1.

Salehyan, Idean, and Burcu Savun. (2024). “Strategic humanitarianism: host states and
refugee policy.” Annual Review of Political Science 27: 107-125.

Blair, Christopher, Guy Grossman, and Jeremy Weinstein. (2022). “Forced Displacement
and Asylum Policy in the Developing World.” International Organization 76(2): 337-378.

Natter, Katharina. (2018). “Rethinking immigration policy theory beyond ‘Western liberal
democracies’.” Comparative Migration Studies 6(1): 4.

Schon, Justin, and David Leblang. 2021. “Why physical barriers backfire: How immigration
enforcement deters return and increases asylum applications.” Comparative Political Studies
54(14): 2611-2652.

Suggested readings:

Avdan, Nazli, Andrew S. Rosenberg, and Christopher F. Gelpi. 2025. “Where there’s a will,
there’s a way: Border walls and refugees.” Journal of Peace Research 62(2): 375-389.

Rayp, Glenn, Ilse Ruyssen, and Samuel Standaert. (2017). “Measuring and Explaining Cross-
Country Immigration Policies.” World Development 95: 141-163.

Czaika, Mathias, and Mogens Hobolth. (2016). “Do restrictive asylum and visa policies
increase irregular migration into Europe?”” European Union Politics 17(3): 345-365.

Battiston, Giacomo, Lucia Corno, and Eliana La Ferrara. (2024). “Informing Risky
Migration: Evidence from a field experiment in Guinea.” Working paper.

Mesnard, Alice, Filip Savatic, Jean-noél Senne, and Hélene Thiollet. (2024). “Revolving
Doors: How Externalization Policies Block Refugees and Deflect Other Migrants across
Migration Routes.” Population and Develgpment Review 50(3): 607—642.

Peters, Margaret E. (2017). Trading Barriers: Immigration and the Remafking of Globalization.
Chapters 2-3.
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Week 8: Security Implications of Migration Flows (October 6)

Learning objectives:

Do cross-border flows of refugees contribute to an increased risk of political and criminal
violence in receiving countries?

When and why do host states frame refugees as security threats versus victims of violence?

Required readings:

1.

Salehyan, Idean, and Kiristian Skrede Gleditsch. (2006). “Refugees and the Spread of Civil
War.” International Organization 60(2): 335-3060.

Zhou, Yang-Yang, and Andrew Shaver. 2021. “Reexamining the Effect of Refugees on Civil
Conflict: A Global Subnational Analysis.” American Political Science Review 115(4): 1175-1196.

Helbling, Marc, and Daniel Meierrieks. (2022). “Terrorism and migration: An overview.”
British Journal of Political Science 52(2): 977-996.

Masterson, Daniel, and Vasil Yasenov. 2021. “Does Halting Refugee Resettlement Reduce
Crime? Evidence from the US Refugee Ban.” American Political Science Review 115(3): 1066—
73.

Savun, Burcu, and Christian Gineste. (2019). “From protection to persecution: Threat
environment and refugee scapegoating.” Journal of Peace Research 56(1): 88—102.

Severino, Fernando, and Giancarlo Visconti. 2025. “Immigration Shocks and Unfounded
Concerns about Crime: Evidence from Haitian Migration to Chile.” Journal of Politics 87(3):
1210-1214.

Suggested readings:

Lischer, Sarah Kenyon. (2003). “Collateral damage: Humanitarian assistance as a cause of
conflict.” International Security 28(1): 79—109.

Riegger, Seraina. (2019). “Refugees, ethnic power relations, and civil conflict in the country
of asylum.” Journal of Peace Research 56(1): 42-57.

Kayaoglu, Aysegul. (2022). “Do refugees cause crimer” World Develgpment 154: 105858.

Shaver, Andrew, et al. (2025). “The causes and consequences of refugee flows: A
contemporary reanalysis.” American Political Science Review 119(1): 526-534.

Khnight, Brian, and Ana Tribin. (2023). “Immigration and violent crime: Evidence from the
Colombia-Venezuela border.” Journal of Development Economics 162: 103039.
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Week 9: Economic Implications of Migration Flows (October 13)

Learning objectives:

e What are the economic (market, fiscal, and welfare) effects of migrants on host countries?

Do immigrants take jobs or create them?

Required readings:

1.

Verme, Paolo, and Kirsten Schuettler. 2021. “The impact of forced displacement on host

communities: A review of the empirical literature in economics.” Journal of Develgpment
Econonzies 150: 102606.

Zhou, Yang-Yang, Guy Grossman, and Shuning Ge. (2023). “Inclusive refugee-hosting can
improve local development and prevent public backlash.” World Development 166: 106203.

Taylor, J. Edward, Mateusz J. Filipski, Mohamad Alloush, Anubhab Gupta, Ruben Irvin
Rojas Valdes, and Ernesto Gonzalez-Estrada. (2016). “Economic impact of refugees.”
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 113(27): 7449-7453.

Suggested readings:

Peri, Giovanni, Derek Rury, and Justin C. Wiltshire. (2024). “The Economic Impact of
Migrants from Hurricane Maria.” Journal of Human Resources 59(6): 1795-1829.

Fallah, Belal, Caroline Krafft, and Jackline Wahba. (2019). “The impact of refugees on
employment and wages in Jordan.” Journal of Development Economics 139: 203-216.

Rozo, Sandra V., and Micaela Sviatschi. (2021). “Is a refugee crisis a housing crisis? Only if
housing supply is unresponsive.” Journal of Development Economics 148: 102563.

Abramitzky, Ran, Leah Platt Boustan, and Katherine Eriksson. 2014. “A Nation of
Immigrants: Assimilation and Economic Outcomes in the Age of Mass Migration.” Journal of
Political Economy 122(3): 467-500.

Caiumi, Alessandro, and Giovanni Peri. (2024). “Immigration’s Effect on US Wages and
Employment Redux.” National Bureau of Economic Research No. w32389.

Hainmueller, Jens, and Michael J. Hiscox. (2010). "Attitudes toward Highly Skilled and Low-
skilled Immigration: Evidence from a Survey Experiment." Awserican Political Science Review
104(1): 61-84.

Discussion about the $100,000 H1-B fee:

Clemens, Michael A. 2026. “Immigrant-Native Wage Gaps and Immigration Tariffs:
Examining the Case for an H-1B Visa Tax.”” IZA Discussion Paper No. 18435. Bonn: Institute
of Labor Economics. https://www.iza.org/publications/dp/18435.

Borjas, George J. 2026. “The H-1B Wage Gap, Visa Fees, and Employer Demand.” NBER
Working Paper 34793. Cambridge, MA: National Bureau of Economic Research.
https://doi.org/10.3386/w34793.
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Week 10: Political Implications — Migration and Electoral Politics (October 20)

Learning objectives:

What factors affect attitudes toward migrants and refugees in host countries?

Does proximity and contact increase or reduce support?

Required readings:

1.

Alrababah, Ala, Andreas Beerli, Dominik Hangartner, and Dalston Ward. (2025). “The free
movement of people and the success of far-right parties: Evidence from Switzerland’s
border liberalization.” Awmerican Political Science Review 119(3): 1426—-1445.

Dinas, Elias, Konstantinos Matakos, Dimitrios Xefteris, and Dominik Hangartner. (2019).
“Waking up the golden dawn: does exposure to the refugee crisis increase support for
extreme-right parties?” Po/itical Analysis 277(2): 244-254.

Steinmayr, Andreas. (2021). “Contact versus exposure: Refugee presence and voting for the
tar-right.” The Review of Economics and Statistics 103(2): 310-327.

Tiburcio, Ernesto, and Kara Ross Camarena. 2025. “The Local Reaction to Unauthorized
Mexican Migration to the US.” Working paper.

Suggested readings:

Alesina, Alberto, and Marco Tabellini. (2024). “The Political Effects of Immigration: Culture
or BEconomics?” Journal of Economic Literature 62(1): 5—46.

Dustmann, Christian, Kristine Vasiljeva, and Anna Piil Damm. (2019). “Refugee Migration
and Electoral Outcomes.” The Review of Economic Studies 86(5): 2035-2091.

Hainmueller, Jens, and Daniel J. Hopkins. (2014). “Public attitudes toward immigration.”
Annunal Review of Political Science 17: 225-249.

Margalit, Yotam, and Omer Solodoch. (2022). “Against the Flow: Differentiating Between
Public Opposition to the Immigration Stock and Flow.” British Journal of Political Science 52(3):
1055-1075.

Cavaill¢, Chatlotte, and Jeremy Ferwerda. (2023). “How distributional conflict over in-kind
benefits generates support for far-right parties.” The Journal of Politics 85(1): 19-33.

Rozo, Sandra, and Juan F. Vargas. (2021). “Brothers or invaders? How crisis-driven migrants
shape voting behaviot." Jourmal of Development Economics 150: 102630.

Alizade, Jeyhun. 2025. “The electoral politics of immigration and ctrime.” American Journal of
Political Science 1-18. https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps. 70013

Baseler, Travis, Thomas Ginn, Robert Hakiza, Helidah Ogude-Chambert, and Olivia
Woldemikael. (2025). “Can redistribution change policy views? Aid and attitudes toward
retugees.” Journal of Political Economy 133(9).
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Week 11: Natives’ Attitudes and Behaviors Toward Immigrants (October 27)

Learning objectives:

When does anti-migrant sentiment escalate to violence? What triggers hate crime?

Does intergroup contact reduce or reinforce exclusion?

Required readings:

1.

Riaz, Sascha, Daniel Bischof, and Markus Wagner. (2024). “Out-group threat and
xenophobic hate crimes: Evidence of local intergroup conflict dynamics between
immigrants and natives.” The Journal of Politics 86(4): 1146-1161.

Zonszein, Stephanie, and Guy Grossman. (2025). “Voted In, Standing Out: Public
Response to Immigrants’ Political Accession.” Awmserican Journal of Political Science 69(2): 718—
733.

Enos, Ryan. 2014.“Causal effect of intergroup contact on exclusionary attitudes.” Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences 111(10): 3699-3704.

Mousa, Salma. (2020). “Building social cohesion between Christians and Muslims through
soccer in post-ISIS Iraq.” Science 369(6505): 866—-870.

Alrababah, Ala, William Marble, Salma Mousa, and Alexandra Siegel. (2021). “Can exposure
to celebrities reduce prejudice? The effect of Mohamed Salah on Islamophobic behaviors
and attitudes.” American Political Science Review 115(4): 1111-1128.

Suggested readings:

Dancygier, Rafacla, Naoki Egami, Amaney Jamal, and Ramona Rischke. (2022). “Hate
Crimes and Gender Imbalances: Fears over Mate Competition and Violence against
Refugees.” American Journal of Political Science 66(2): 501-515.

Hangartner, Dominik et al. 2019. “Does exposure to the refugee crisis make natives more
hostile?” American Political Science Review 113(2): 442—455.

Bursztyn, Leonardo et al. 2024. “The Immigrant Next Door: Exposure, Prejudice, and
Altruism.” American Economic Review 114(2): 348-384.

Scacco, Alexandra, and Shana S. Warren. (2018). “Can social contact reduce prejudice and
discrimination? Evidence from a field experiment in Nigetia.”” American Political Science Review
112(3): 654-677.

Holland, Alisha, Margaret E. Peters, and Yang-Yang Zhou. “Left out: How political ideology
affects support for migrants in Colombia.” The Journal of Politics 86(4): 1291-1303.

Kalla, Joshua L., and David E. Broockman. (2020). “Reducing exclusionary attitudes through
interpersonal conversation: Evidence from three field experiments.” Awserican Political Science
Review 114(2): 410-425.

Dippopa, Gemma, Guy Grossman, and Stephanie Zonszein. (2023). “Locked Down, Lashing
Out: COVID-19 Effects on Asian Hate Crimes in Italy.” The Journal of Politics 85(2): 389—404.

Paul M. Sniderman, LLouk Hagendoorn, and Markus Prior. 2004. “Predisposing Factors and
Situational Triggers: Exclusionary Reactions to Immigrant Minorities.” Awserican Political
Science Review 98(1): 35-49.
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Week 12: Does It Matter Who You Are? Native Preferences and Migrant Identity
(November 3)

Learning objectives:

The role migrant social identity—their religion, gender, ethnicity—plays in their exclusion.
What attributes drive native preferences over migrant inclusion?

How do host societies discriminate, and through what mechanisms?

Required readings:

1.

Bansak, Kirk, Jens Hainmueller, and Dominik Hangartner. (2016). “How economic,

humanitarian, and religious concerns shape European attitudes toward asylum seekers.”
Science 354(6309): 217-222.

Choi, D. D., Poertner, M., & Sambanis, N. (2023). “The hijab penalty: Feminist backlash to
Muslim immigrants.” American Journal of Political Science, 67(2), 291-300.

Hainmueller, Jens, and Dominik Hangartner. (2013). “Who gets a Swiss passport? A natural
experiment in immigrant discrimination.” Awmerican Political Science Review 107(1): 159-187.

Adida, Claire L., David D. Laitin, and Marie-Anne Valfort. 2014.“Muslims in France:
identifying a discriminatory equilibrium" Journal of Population Economics 277 (4): 1039-1086.

Suggested readings:

Adida, Claire L., Adeline Lo, and Melina Platas. (2019). “Americans preferred Syrian
refugees who are female, English-speaking, and Christian on the eve of Donald Trump’s
election.” PLoS ONE 14(10).

Rosenzweig, Leah R., and Yang-Yang Zhou. (2021). “Team and nation: sports, nationalism,
and attitudes toward refugees.” Comparative Political Studies 54(12).

Sambanis, Nicholas, Mathias Poertner, and Danny Donghyun Choi. (2022). Native Bias:
Overcoming Discrimination Against Immigrants. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Hopkins, Daniel J. (2014). “The upside of accents: language, inter-group difference, and
attitudes toward immigration.” British Journal of Political Science 45.

Adida, Claire L. (2011). “Too close for comfort? Immigrant exclusion in Africa.” Comparative
Political Studies 44(10).

Bansak, Kirk, Jens Hainmueller, and Dominik Hangartner. (2023). “Europeans’ support for
refugees of varying background is stable over time.” Nature 620.
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Week 13: Migrant Responses — Integration and Assimilation (November 10)

Learning objectives:

How do migrants respond to pressure to assimilate — and when does that pressure backfire?
What policies facilitate integration, and what policies undermine it?

What roles do legal status, media access, and state regulation play in shaping integration
outcomes?

Required readings:

1.

Abdelgadir, Aala, and Vasiliki Fouka. (2020). “Political secularism and Muslim integration in
the West: Assessing the effects of the French headscarf ban.” American Political Science Review
114(3): 707-723.

Fouka, Vasiliki. (2019). “How do Immigrants Respond to Discrimination? The Case of
Germans in the US during World War 1.” Awmerican Political Science Review 113(2): 405-422.
Grewal, Sharan, and Shadi Hamid. 2024. “Discrimination, Inclusion, and Anti-System
Attitudes among Muslims in Germany.” Awmerican Journal of Political Science 68(2): 511-528.

Zonszein, Stephanie. (2024). “Turn On, Tune In, Turn Out: Ethnic Radio and Immigrants’
Political Engagement.” Awmserican Journal of Political Science 69(3): 1128—1146.

Ibafiez, Ana Marfa, Andrés Moya, Marfa Adelaida Ortega, Sandra V. Rozo, and Maria José

Urbina. (2025). “Life out of the shadows: the impacts of regularization programs on the
lives of forced migrants.” Journal of the Enropean Economic Association 23(3): 941-982.

Suggested readings:

Fouka, Vasiliki. (2024). “State policy and immigrant integration.” Annual Review of Political
Science 27: 25—46.

Hilbig, Hanno, and Sascha Riaz. (2022). “Freedom of movement restrictions inhibit the
psychological integration of refugees.” The Journal of Politics 84(4): 2288—2293.

Bratsberg, Bernt et al. (2021). “How settlement locations and local networks influence
immigrant political integration.” American Journal of Political Science 65(3): 551-565.

Fouka, Vasiliki, Soumyajit Mazumder, and Marco Tabellini. (2022). “From immigrants to
Americans: Race and assimilation during the Great Migration.” The Review of Economic Studies
89(2): 811-842.

Hainmueller, Jens, Dominik Hangartner, and Giuseppe Pietrantuono. (2015).

“Naturalization fosters the long-term political integration of immigrants.” Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences 112(41): 12651-12656.

Bansak, Kirk, Jeremy Ferwerda, Jens Hainmueller, Andrea Dillon, Dominik Hangartner,
Duncan Lawrence, and Jeremy Weinstein. (2018). “Improving Refugee Integration through
Data-Driven Algorithmic Assignment.” Science 359: 325-29.

Adida, Claire L., and Amanda Lea Robinson. (2023). “Why (some) immigrants resist
assimilation: US racism and the African immigrant experience.” Quarterly Journal of Political
Science 18(3): 295-338.
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Week 14: Student Presentations (November 17)

Students present their final research papers and receive feedback from the class.

November 24 — Thanksgiving, No Class

December 4: Final research paper due.
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