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General Information

Instructor | Dr. B. Bryan Barber Instructor’s Wed & Fri 11:15am —12:15pm
bryan.barber@uga.edu Student Hours | Candler Hall 217
Use Calendly to make appointment
Peer The PLA program is a university-wide initiative that provides selected courses with
Learning quality students who have previously completed the course to serve as leaders and
Assistants | mentors throughout the semester. PLAs improve student learning and content
(PLAs) understanding, allowing instructors to expand and adopt active learning

approaches in undergraduate courses. Please see this recent article to learn more.

Course Description

It is often said, “Never discuss politics or religion in polite company, because you never know who you are going to
offend.” Well, in this course, let’s break both of those rules! A half century ago, modernization theorists, structural
realists, and Marxists alike would have told you religion would fizzle out, and no longer serve as a significant factor
in international politics by 2026. Yet, it remains. Religion is often the variable with which many researchers just do
not want to grapple simply because it is just too intangible, and it seems to always break the mold of the “rational
actor.” We know it is there, but how do you conceptualize it, and how do you measure its international effect? This
course will explore the relationship between religion and international relations going back to the foundation of
the Westphalian state up to present. Does religion unify us, or divide us? Does it provide a foundation for
development, or serve as an obstacle to it? Is it something which leads to international cooperation, or violent
conflict? These questions are complex, but we are going to dash right into this minefield to come out with a more
nuanced understanding of this messy thing known as religion.

Prerequisite Requirements

No prerequisites are needed for this course.

Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this course, you should be able to:
1. Comprehend and apply the basic concepts used to discuss religion in international relations;

2. Discuss and critique the main theoretical approaches and methodologies used to study religion in

international relations;

3. Demonstrate a historical understanding of how religion has shaped notions of sovereignty, secularization,

nation-states, and international relations thought;

4. Examine and analyze the politicization of religion in the contemporary world and its consequences;
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5. Comprehend and discuss the different ways religious institutions continue to structure power and
influence internationally;

6. Apply the theoretical and analytical tools learned to examine the politics and foreign policy of any state
based upon the influence of religion.

Course Materials

This is a no cost course, meaning you are not required to purchase any books or other instructional materials.
Instead, we use eLC for required reading materials as well as announcements, the course calendar, and
presentations. You will also use eLC to submit assignments and to take assessments. It is essential that you
monitor its content regularly.

Course Structure

The course will focus on providing an atmosphere for active engagement. Generally, classes will be divided among
interactive lectures and group activities. In this class, you will play a more active role by contributing your thoughts,
analysis, and questions.

Communication

Email

You are welcome to email me anytime about any issue you may be having in the class. | reply to your emails when |
receive them to confirm that they got through. If | do not reply to your email within 48 hours, that means | did not
receive it. Also, | am never offended by a follow-up email, so please do not hesitate!

| do have a few rules for email communication:
1. Please use proper email etiquette. Start your email “Dr. Barber,” “Dear Dr. Barber,” or “Dear Professor
Barber” for initial contact. | will not answer emails that use an improper salutation.

2. If an email was sent to me during class by a student present, | will not respond, as this is an inappropriate
use of class time and a prohibited use of electronic devices (see below). Instead, please talk with me in
person before or after class, or email outside of class time.

For questions about groupwork assignments, always CC all group members.
| prefer corresponding via @uga.edu email rather than eLC email.
5. Always ensure your question is not already addressed in this syllabus before emailing me.

Pw

Phone

Given the fact that we are traveling together in Italy and we have class on a near-daily basis, phone calls or text
messages may be a quicker and easier way to reach me. | will share my Italian phone number in class, and you are
free to call or text me at any time.

elLC

**Please register for Announcement Notifications!***

| will keep you updated about the course and any changes to the syllabus through the “ANNOUNCEMENTS” board
on the class eLC page. To sign up for Announcement Notifications: your name on the class eLC page > Notifications
> Instant Notifications > Announcements.

Prohibited Electronic Devices

This course requires you to occasionally use your laptop or tablet during class time. Please know, however, that
research suggests that (a) the human brain is not as excellent at multitasking as we think it is, and (b) taking notes
by hand is more effective than doing so with a laptop. These may be no surprise, but more alarmingly, further
research shows that (c) a multitasking laptop user in class not only hinders his/her own academic performance, but
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also those with a direct view of his/her screen (I will share this article with the class, but see the graph below)!
Please be respectful of your peers and restrict your use of electronic devices to course content only.

The Effect of Peer Distraction on Comprehension of
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Sana, Weston, and Cepeda, “Laptop Multitasking Hinders Classroom Learning for Both Users and Nearby Peers,”
Computers & Education 62 (2013), p. 27.

If | see that you or your neighbors are distracted by what is seen on (or heard from) your electronic device, | will
ask you to leave the class and you will forfeit your ability to earn attendance or participation credit for that day.
There will be times when you have completed your work, but your peers have not. | ask that you assist your peers
when appropriate, or use the time to review your notes while you wait. You will learn more if you put away your
electronic device and concentrate on the course while you are here, and your peers will thank you for not
impeding their ability to learn.

One thing | consider highly disrespectful is someone wearing earbuds or earphones (wired or wireless) during class.
If you use earbuds or earphones during class, then you will definitely be asked to leave, and you will forfeit your
ability to earn attendance or participation credit for that day.

Assessment

Observational Research Essays (40% =2 @ 20% ea.)

You will write two (or three) essays based on observational research and interactions. You must use your time in
Italy to collect your evidence through observational research techniques. Go out and observe, take photographs,
speak to locals, and draw from these experiences to write essays in response to the prompts below.

1. Does the Vatican control Italy, or does Italy control the Vatican? Justify your argument with observations
you have made, and local interactions you have encountered. Due by Monday 28 September 11:59pm.

2. How does religion inform Italy’s foreign policy? Due by Friday 16 October 11:59pm.

3. Compare and contrast the Italian and American versions of secularism, drawing from observations you
have made, and local interactions you have encountered. Due by Friday 6 November 11:59pm.

Two of the above three essays are required. You are welcome to write essays for all three prompts, and the lowest
grade will be dropped. Submissions are made in the course eLC dropbox by the deadline. Essays must be double-
spaced, 1,000 words (+100), plus a bibliography with at least 4 sources from peer-reviewed journal articles and
academic-quality books found via the UGA Library website (not online), which are to be used to supplement the
evidence collected from your own observational research. Use Chicago or Turabian style.

You are strongly recommended to reconfirm that you submitted the correct document prior to the deadline.
Submitting the wrong document, or an incomplete version, without doublechecking does not give one permission
to submit an assignment late. Late submissions: (1) receive 10 percent deduction if within 12 hours of the



deadline; (2) receive 50 percent deduction if between 12 and 48 hours of the deadline; and (3) are not accepted
after 48 hours past the deadline. As a result, it is advised that you work well ahead of these deadlines, and, in fact,
began outlining even prior to the class meetings commencing. A guidelines sheet including a grading rubric for
these assighments is forthcoming.

Formative Quizzes (20%)

The quizzes in this course follow the format of “two-stage quizzes”: the first stage is completed individually in a
standard format, and the second stage is completed in a small group which comes to a consensus on the suitable
responses. “Two-stage quizzes” are utilized because not only do they assess your comprehension of course
material, but they also significantly improve comprehension and longer-term retention of content. The quizzes
cover material in lectures, and may include multiple choice or short answer. Quizzes are taken in class. Early and
Make-up quizzes will not be considered, except with appropriate documentation (it must clearly indicate the
student will be/was unable to sit the quiz specifically at the scheduled time).

Reading Annotations (20%)

As a way for the whole class to engage together with the readings, Reading Annotations are completed for each
class using Perusall. For each reading, you must write at least three critical statements or questions about the
reading content, and at least two responses to your peers’ statements/questions, for a total of at least five
comments in total. The following are some examples of critical responses you could write: questioning the author’s
analysis or research, adding a personal experience that would (in your opinion) make the statement more
complete or applicable to the class, pointing out how it relates to other academic material, agreeing or disagreeing
with a peer and why you are doing so, or critiquing arguments. | want to see evidence you have thought deeply
about the author’s arguments, and your peers’ comments.

Late attempts of reading annotations are not accepted for credit. It is advised that you work well ahead of these
deadlines, as all readings are readily available in Perusall well before the course even commences. Contributions to
the reading annotations must be completed in your own time. Reading annotations made during class, as recorded
in Perusall, are an automatic zero, as this is an inappropriate use of class time.

Participation (20%)

You are expected to come to class having completed the assigned readings and prepared to discuss and ask
guestions about the readings and lectures. We also have discussions in class, where students lead the discussion.
You are expected to ask critical questions and respond to questions throughout the class based upon that class’s
lectures and readings. The participation grade is assessed on a scale from 10 to 0 based upon the quality and
guantity of student engagement in the class. Among the three hours in each class, the discussion portion is
weighted most heavily. Note that credit is not earned for attendance, but rather, participation. If you attend class,
but do not engage by asking or responding to questions, you will earn a 0 of 10 for participation in that class.

Each of you will lead discussions once throughout the term. As discussion leaders, you will need to prepare a brief
10-to-15 minute summary of the themes from the reading and lectures, then have some critical questions
prepared for class discussion. Each time served as discussion leader is equivalent to one day’s participation grade.

Out of respect to everyone’s time, | make every effort to start class precisely on time. For this course, budget
extra preparation time to be present by the start time.

Assessment Graded Points  Percent of Final Grade
Observational Research Essays (2) 50, ea. 40%
Formative Quizzes (3) 40, ea. 20%
Reading Annotations (9) 10, ea. 20%
Participation (12) 10, ea. 20%



Total 100%

Grading Scale Grading Scale (cont.)

Grades |Percentage Performance Grades |Percentage  Performance
Grade = A |100-93.0% Excellent Grade =C+|79.9-77.0% Satisfactory
Grade = A-(92.9 - 90.0% Excellent Grade =C |76.9 - 73.0% Satisfactory
Grade = B+/89.9 - 87.0% Good Grade =C-|72.9-70.0% Satisfactory
Grade =B |86.9 - 83.0% Good Grade =D 69.9 - 60.0% Poor
Grade = B-82.9 - 80.0% Good Grade=F | 59.9-0% Fail

There is no rounding of grades beyond the basis point (1/100™ of 1%, or 0.01%).

The above grading scheme is available so that you can keep track of your own standing in the course. If ever you
want to find out, “What is my current grade in the course?” or “How much do | need to score on x in order to earn
y in the course?” refer to these tables and the grades you receive in the eLC gradebook to calculate an answer for
yourself.

Grade Appeals

Bottom line: faculty are human, too, and if | made a mistake in my grading, | want to make it right. If you believe
you have received an inaccurate grade, please prepare a formal appeal. The appeal should consist of a typed email
that identifies the problem and presents concrete reasoning to substantiate why the assignment should be re-
evaluated. Note that a request for re-evaluation means that | examine your entire work for a second time and may
lower your grade upon closer review. Grade appeals are not accepted any later than one week (seven days) from
when the grade was returned to you.

Extra Credit
| will not offer extra credit at any point in this course, including the end of the course after grades have been
averaged. Requests for extra credit opportunities will be denied. Do your best on each assigned task.

Note on Final Grades

It is both highly unprofessional and unacceptable to negotiate grades with your professors. In the past, after
submitting final grades at the end of the semester, | have experienced receiving emails from students wanting
their final grades changed to reflect what the student “thinks” it should be, or what is “needed” for one objective
or another, and not what was actually earned. This practice of “grade-grubbing” is unfortunately increasing across
universities nationwide. Know that | do not negotiate grades. | spend a great deal of time grading student work
and find it extremely disrespectful when students approach me with such an unethical proposition.

Again, your final grade is NOT subject to negotiation, and | will not respond kindly to grade grubbing appeals. If you
have an issue with a specific grade earned, please see “Grade Appeals” above for how to address this. But, simply
“needing” a better final grade in no way entitles you to one. If you plan to graduate soon, or if you need an
exceptionally good grade from this course for whatever reason, the only possible way of receiving this is to work
hard. The grade you earn is the grade you will receive. The sole factor that matters in determining your grade is
your performance in the course. Awarding a student a better grade than the student deserves based on his or her
official course performance is a violation of my professional ethics. Moreover, it is a crime deceiving your
government and tax-paying fellow citizens.

Academic Honesty

Students must commit to the UGA Student Honor Code: "l will be academically honest in all of my academic work
and will not tolerate academic dishonesty of others." A Culture of Honesty, the University's policy and procedures
for handling cases of suspected dishonesty, can be found at www.uga.edu/ovpi.



The minimum penalty for any type of plagiarism or cheating will be an “F” on the assignment. As commonly
defined, plagiarism consists of passing off one’s own ideas, words, writings, etc., which belong to another. In
accordance with the definition, you are committing plagiarism if you copy the work of another person and turn it
in as your own, even if you should have the permission of the person. Plagiarism is one of the worst academic sins,
for plagiarism destroys the trust among colleagues without which research cannot be safely communicated. Please
review what the UGA Academic Honesty Policy says about plagiarism below:

Plagiarism is using another’s work as your own without correct citations. Examples include, but are not

limited to:
i. Directly quoting another’s written or spoken words without quotation marks.
ji. Paraphrasing without attribution.
jii. Presenting someone else’s original idea or theory as your own original work without attribution.
iv. Using statistics, images, or data without recognizing who compiled them.
V. Turning in work that another wrote as your own work.
vi. Self-Plagiarism: Submitting an assignment for credit that has already been submitted, unless the

current instructor authorizes its use prior to submission.
The bottom line:

e Ifit’s not your writing, thought, creation, or composition, cite it.
e Ifitis your previous work, make sure you are allowed to use it.
e Ifyou had someone create or do this work on your behalf (paid or not), then it’s contract cheating.

Additionally, while generative artificial intelligence-based technologies, such as ChatGPT, have recently made huge
strides in producing written work replicable of students’ efforts, overall the quality remains subpar, and is stuffed
with “filler” content. Nevertheless, discussions about these technologies are crucial, yet have not sufficiently taken
place among technologists, liberal arts scholars, and university administrators, not just at UGA, but universities the
world over. For the time being, any use of artificial intelligence software or word mixing software to write your
paper or disguise plagiarized work is also strictly categorized as a form of plagiarism.

As an instructor dedicated to academic integrity, | pledge that | always pursue the maximum penalty within the
bounds of the university’s code of disciplinary measures regarding students who engage in academic dishonesty
with no exceptions.

Copyright on Course Materials

All handouts used in this course, inclusive of digital materials, are copyrighted. By “handouts,” | mean all materials
generated for this class, which include but are not limited to syllabi, PowerPoint slides, and in-class materials.
Because these are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy the handouts, unless | expressly grant permission.

Prohibition on Recording Lectures

In the absence of written authorization from the UGA Disability Resource Center, you may not make a visual or
audio recording of any aspect of this course. If you have a recording accommodation, you agree in writing that you:
e  Will use the records only for personal academic use during the specific course;
e Understand that faculty members have copyright interest in their class lectures and that they agree not to
infringe on this right in any way;
e Understand that the faculty member and students in the class have privacy rights and agree not to violate
those rights by using recordings for any reason other than their own personal study;



e Will not release, digitally upload, broadcast, transcribe, or otherwise share all or any part of the
recordings, and also that you will not profit financially and will not allow others to benefit personally or
financially from lecture recordings or other course materials;

e  Will erase/delete all recordings at the end of the semester;

e Understand that violation of these terms may subject you to discipline under the Student Code of
Conduct or subject you to liability under copyright laws.

Respectful Participation

In this course, we will undoubtedly speak about some uncomfortable topics as they relate to religion. At no point is
anyone in this class ever obligated to confess your own religious beliefs, affiliations, or background.

We will all work to be great citizens in this course. Here are just a few ways in which this is achieved (and more
may be added as we evolve in our expectations of each other):

e  We will be respectful in our language and active engagement with each other and the ideas presented by
others. Both personally and professionally, | value open discourses across the political spectrum. If at any
time, you feel that others or | are not encouraging you to express your political opinions, please feel free
to approach me so we can make sure to allow for this.

e  We will all work to ensure that our contributions to the class discussion work to improve (rather than
detract from) the quality of the course. Active engagement is prized, but we will not tolerate discourse
that means to quiet, rather than encourage, others to contribute as well.

e You are encouraged to use technology in the classroom for the explicit purpose of engaging more fully
with the course materials.

There may be uncomfortable moments in this course as we face mistakes and hold each other and ourselves
accountable. | encourage you to “call in” when mistakes (intentional or not) occur, rather than “call out” or
“cancel” so that we may learn from each other.

Commitment to Diversity

This course welcomes individuals from any racial, ethnic, religious, age, gender, sexual orientation, class, disability,
and nationality, and those who hold unpopular political views. In the spirit of this vital commitment, in this course
each voice in the classroom has something of value to contribute to all discussions. Everyone is expected to
respect the different experiences, beliefs and values expressed by fellow students, and will engage in reasoned
discussion that refrains from derogatory comments about other people, culture, groups, or viewpoints.

Preferred Address

Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with
differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexual orientation, gender, gender variance, and nationalities. Class
rosters are provided to me with your legal names. | am eager to address you by your preferred name and/or
gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that | may make appropriate changes
to my records.

Accessibility Note

If you plan to request accommodations for a disability, please register with the Disability Resource Center by the
first week of class. They can be reached by visiting Clark Howell Hall (before departure to Italy), calling (+1)706-
542-8719 (voice) or (+1)706-542-8778 (TTY), or by visiting http://drc.uga.edu.

Letters of Recommendation Policy

It is very important to me that students who work hard and develop in my classes succeed in future pursuits.
Therefore, | am happy to write letters of recommendation for students who:



e Address me properly and interact respectfully;

e Earned good grades (B or higher) in at least one of my courses;

e Make initial request for the letter at least two weeks prior to the deadline.
If | accept your request for a letter, please tell me precisely for what you need the letter (e.g., an internship, a
graduate program, a job application, etc.). The more information | have, the better | can tailor the letter to your
needs. Give me a list of due dates, websites of programs or schools, etc. Supply a statement of purpose, your
résumé or vita, and a copy of any of your best papers that you may have written. Lastly, if | am writing a letter of
recommendation for you, let me know the outcome of your application(s). If you do not inform me, | will not
continue to write letters for you.

CLASS SCHEDULE
Week 1
Aug 17, 19, 21 |Introduction to the Course
Date Week 2
Aug 24, 26, 28 The Elusive Concept: Religion

Required

0 Maoz & Henderson, “Ch. 4 The Religious Landscape of the World”

O Shuriye, “The Failed Assumptions of Some Social Scientists on the Role of Religion in IR”
O Atran, “God & the Ivory Tower”

Recommended

O Ferlan & Ventura, “Ch. 38 Italy,” in The Oxford Handbook of Religion & Europe”
Date Week 3
Au 31, Se 2,4 |Religion, the State, and Identity

Required
0 Durham, “Ch. 22 Patterns of Religion State Relations”
O Grzymala-Busse, “Religious Nationalism & Religious Influence”

Recommended
o Hamid, “America without God”
O Caiani & Carvalho, “The Use of Religion by Populist Parties: The Case of Italy & Its Broader

Implications”
Date Week 4
Sep 7 (M) ***Labor Day — No Class***
Sep 9, 11 Religion and International Relations Theory

Required

O Stack, “Ch. 2 The Religious Challenge to IR Theory”
O Barnett, “Ch. 4 Another Great Awakening? IR Theory & Religion”

Recommended

0 Adamson, “Gramsci, Catholicism & Secular Religion”
Date Week 5
Class 4: Secularism(s)
May 24 (F) .
9:00-12:00 required

0 Shah & Philpott, “Ch. 2 The Fall & Rise of Religion in IR: History & Theory”



Recommended
0O Baily & Driessen, “Engaging Post-Secularism: Rethinking Catholic Politics in Italy”

Formative Quiz 1
Essay #1 Due by 11:59pm
Date Week 6

Sep 14, 16, 18 |Religion and Imperialism

Required
0O Bennison, “Ch. 9 Empire and Religion”

Recommended
O Kent, “The Catholic Church in the Italian Empire, 1936-1938”

Observational Research Essay | due by 11:59PM

Date Week 7
Sep 21, 23, 25 |Class Debate: State Religions
Date Week 8

Se 28, 30, Oc |Religion & Social Movements

2 Required

O Peterson, “Ch. 10 Theorizing Religion, Social Movements, & Social Change’

7

Recommended

o van Kersbergen, “Ch. 11 Christian Democracy & Europe”

O Ferraresi, “How the Catholic Church Lost Italy to the Far Right”
Date Week 9
Oct5,7,9 Religion and State Conflict

Required
o Juergensmeyer, “Ch. 4 The Marriage of War & Religion”

Formative Quiz 2

Date Week 10
Oct 12, 14, 16 |Religion and Terrorism

Required

0 Armstrong, “Ch. 12 Holy Terror”
Date Week 11
Oct 19, 21, 23 |Religion and Human Rights

Required

o Little, “Ch. 8 Religion, Human Rights, & Public Reason”
O Witte & Green, “Ch. 7 Religious Freedom, Democracy, & International Human Rights”

Recommended
O Rogowska, “Attitude of the Vatican towards the Authoritarian & Totalitarian State as Seen
in the Church Social Teaching”

Date Week 12
Oct 26 & 28  [Class Simulation: A Faith-Based Human Rights Agenda




Formative Quiz 3

Oct 30 (F)

***Fall Break — No Class***

Nov 2,4, 6

Presentations and Discussion

Nov 9, 11,13

Presentations and Discussion

Nov 16, 18, 20

Presentations and Discussion

Nov 20

Observational Research Essay Il due by 11:59PM

Observational Research Essay lll due by 11:59PM

|Dec 10

NOTE: This cours

e syllabus is a general plan for the course; deviations announced to the class by the

instructor may be necessary.
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