INTL4250: U.S. Foreign Policy
University of Georgia — Fall 2026
MW 8:15-9:35AM

Dr. Maryann E. Gallagher
mgallag@uga.edu
Office: BBCITS (110 E. Clayton St, 6™ Floor), Room 609

Course Overview:

This course will focus on U.S. Foreign Policy from the end of World War II through today. The
primary objectives are to provide you with the theoretical and analytical tools to understand the
processes involved in U.S. foreign policy decision making, to appreciate the consequences of
past policy decisions, and most importantly, to enable you to consider various arguments
regarding issues of current and future U.S. foreign policy. While you may not readily consider
the influence of foreign policy on your day-to-day life, the consequences of foreign policy
decisions are omnipresent. For instance, we experience the costs of foreign policy decisions in
the lives that are lost fighting wars, in the resources used to pay for these wars (at the expense of
other priorities, such as education and infrastructure), in the higher costs of imports that are not
freely traded, and in the loss of jobs that move to access cheaper labor markets abroad. Your
personal decisions (i.e. where to vacation, what sneakers to buy) affect US foreign policy, and
likewise are affected by US foreign policy. Moreover, the US’s position as super-power for the
last eighty years, significantly shapes international relations and thus affects the experiences of
people and states outside its borders.

Throughout the semester we will address the following questions:
(1) What are the major goals of American foreign policy?
(2) What are the primary means used to achieve these foreign policy goals?
(3) What domestic and international actors influence U.S. foreign policy?
(4) How can the U.S. best achieve its foreign policy objectives in the future?

The course will be divided into three major sections. The first part will review the history of U.S.
foreign policy during the Cold War and War on Terror, and their legacies evident in today’s
foreign policies. Next, we will discuss the roles and interactions of American institutions in
influencing foreign policy. The last part of the course will examine contemporary foreign policy
issues. Student-led debates will play an integral role in providing the context and opposing
viewpoints of each side of these issues.

Student [earning Outcomes:
By the end of this course you will be able to:
e Construct a chronology of major US foreign policy decisions post World War 11
e Draw connections between current foreign policy issues and historic cases
e Identify the tools available to policy makers and evaluate their use for different foreign
policy issues
e Discuss multiple dimensions of contemporary foreign policy issues
e Articulate clear, concise, empirical evidence to support your position in a policy debate
as well as anticipate and respond to challenging questions about your position




Courses Requirements:
e Readings: You are expected to complete the readings listed on the syllabus prior to
coming to class
There is 1 required text:

John Lewis Gaddis. 2005. The Cold War: A New History. Penguin Press.
ISBN: 978-0143038276

**All other readings can be found on ELC, unless otherwise noted.
** Readings noted “@” means I expect you to bring a copy to class
**You are also required to keep up with current events — see below

e Grading:
Midterm Exam 25%
Podcast Evaluation  10%
Debate 25% (10% script; 10% podcast; 5% questions)
Participation 10% (5% first half; 5% second half)

Unannounced Quizzes 10%
Tools of FP Quiz 5%
Geo. & Leaders Quiz 5%
Irag-Afgh War Quiz 5%

IC Movie Quiz 5%

Letter grades correspond to the following 0-100 scale:
94-100 A 74-76 C
90-93 A- 70-73 C-
87-89 B+ 67-69 D+
84-86 B 64-66 D
80-83 B- 60-63 D-
77-79 C+ 00-59 F

e Exams & Quizzes: Lectures and class discussions are intended to supplement, not
duplicate, the readings. Exams will draw upon both reading and class materials. Be aware
that you are responsible for information in the readings, even if we have not gone over it
in class.

o There are several known quizzes and 5-7 unannounced quizzes this semester.
Quizzes will be given in the first 10 minutes of class; no additional time will be
possible if you arrive late. There will be no make-ups for unannounced quizzes;
your lowest unannounced quiz grade will drop.

e Participation: I expect that students enrolled in this class have an active interest in
American Foreign Policy and will thus take the initiative to ask questions and engage in
class discussions. Simply showing up to class does not constitute participation. Your
participation grade will be evaluated based on your ability to draw upon insights from the
readings, and the depth of the thoughtfulness of your questions/ comments.




o I strongly encourage you to use the ELC discussion board as a space to engage
with your peers about topics related to the course (students seeking the highest
possible participation grade should plan to post at least once a week)

o Itake attendance each day and expect you to be there. If you are going to be
absent, please send me and/or your GTA an email. Excessive unexplained
absences will lead to a deduction in your participation grade.

o A key aspect of this active learning class is the inclusion of Peer Learning
Assistants (PLAs). The three PLAs this semester will be engaged in your class
activities and are there to help encourage you and push you to consider a deeper
application and understanding of US foreign policy.

Debates: Each of you will lead a class debate on some foreign policy issue in the second
half of the course. The debates will be recorded as podcasts that all students will listen to,
and you will answer questions from your classmates in class based on your podcast
positions. Details on the debate podcasts will be provided later in the semester.

Al Tools Policy:

I'm open to you using Al in this course if you adhere to the following 3 principles:

Originality of YOUR Ideas. 1t is most important that the ideas and analysis presented are
your own. Al may be useful in this course for editing purposes, but if you use it as your
starting point - if it is generating the ideas and analysis - then you are not developing the
skills at the heart of this pre-professional program. Do not undermine yourself and
weaken your skills development for the sake of a grade. It's not worth it.

Openness. If using Al, you must be open about doing so and document your use. Using
Al without documenting that you did so will be considered a VIOLATION of
UGA'’S Honor Code. I will have a link to a Google form on ELC. EACH TIME you
use Al for an assignment in this course, you MUST COMPLETE THE GOOGLE
FORM on ELC within 48 hours of submitting the assignment. As a course that
centers Active Learning, the form is there to help you (and me!) learn how Al was (or
wasn’t) useful for your assignment.

o The form will ask you for (1) the site used, (2) specific prompt/commands used
(copy and pasted) (4) a copy and paste of the output in response to your prompt
and (5) any changes to those prompts/commands, explaining why the changes
were made and what the effect was on the output.

Referencing and validating. Y ou take full responsibility for any Al-generated
information included in your work. This means all ideas must be attributed to an actual
source (not Al) with a citation that you have checked, and information presented as facts
must be true and cited. Al can present some issues that you should be aware of before
using it. (1) All Al relies on existing language/materials, which can be out of date, so be
sure you know the most up-to-date information on a situation. Outdated information will
lead to poor policy analysis. (2) Al can "hallucinate" by misattributing a reference (so be
sure to go to the original source) or may not cite sources (but you must). (3) Al can
produce biased outputs as it relies on data that is not fully representative, especially of
marginalized communities. You will be held accountable for the information you provide
and thus must validate all information included in your work.

Other important information:




Current Events: Students are REQUIRED to stay up to date on foreign policy events.
Technology:

o Laptops are not welcome in class, unless I instruct you to bring one or you are
taking notes for the class collaborative notes doc. Should you need to use a
laptop regularly, please provide proper documentation from UGA’s DRC.

o All cell phones should be shut off or set to silent — NOT VIBRATE — before
arriving to class. The use or interruption of these devices during regular class time
will result in a reduction of your participation grade, and during test periods
will be treated as cheating.

Office Hours — Office hours are student hours. They are a chance for you and I to get to
know each other and most students come with questions regarding concepts from the
course, the IA major, internships/jobs, and life in general. The link to schedule an office
hours meeting is on the class ELC page.

Academic Honesty — As a University of Georgia student, you have agreed to abide by
the University’s academic honesty policy, “A Culture of Honesty,” and the Student
Honor Code. All academic work must meet the standards described in “A Culture of
Honesty” found at: http://www.uga.edu/honesty. Lack of knowledge of the academic
honesty policy is not a reasonable explanation for a violation. Any student caught
cheating or plagiarizing will be referred to Judicial Affairs, as required by university
policy.

Contested Grades: Students are always welcome to come discuss assignments and their
overall performance in class during my office hours. If you find a mathematical error on a
graded assignment, please let me know immediately. Students wishing to contest a grade
must wait 24 hours after their assignment/exam has been returned to make an
appointment to see me. During that appointment students should come prepared with (1)
their assignment/exam, (2) a written explanation of what the best possible response to the
prompt would look like, (3) a written explanation of how their work compares to that best
answer, and (4) their class and reading notes. All requests for such meetings must be
made within two weeks of the date the assignment/exam was returned.

Accessibility: UGA is committed to providing equal access to academic programs and
university-administered activities and reasonable modifications to students with
disabilities. Students in need of academic accommodations need to request such services
from the Accessibility and Testing office located at 114 Clark Howell Hall (for more
information visit https://accessibility.uga.edu/) and should make an appointment to see
me with their appropriate paperwork within the first two weeks of classes.

UGA’s code of conduct protects student privacy and intellectual property and thus
prohibits recording and digital release of classroom lectures and conversations
unless a student has an accommodation from the Accessibility & Testing office.
Students with A&T approved accommodations for recording should make an
appointment with me to discuss a plan that protects your right to privacy, that of your
classmates, and everyone’s intellectual property.

UGA has a vast array of resources to support students facing a variety of challenges.
Please don't hesitate to speak with me or contact these resources directly. Please be
aware that UGA faculty and staff are obligated to report any knowledge of sexual
assault/harassment and/or relationship violence to UGA’s Equal Opportunity Office.
UGA’s Relationship and Sexual Violence Prevention (info below) can speak to students
confidentially.




o Office of Student Care & Outreach (coordinate assistance for students
experiencing hardship/unforeseen circumstances) — 706-542-7774 or by email
sco@uga.edu

o Counseling and Psychiatric Services (CAPS) - 706-542-2273 (during regular
business hours) After Hour Mental Health Crisis: 706-542-2200 (UGA Police—
ask to speak to the CAPS on-call clinician)

o Relationship and Sexual Violence Prevention (RSVP) — 706-542-SAFE (The
advocates at RSVP can provide students confidentiality).

o Additional information, including free digital well-being resources, can be
accessed through the UGA app or by visiting https.//well-being.uga.edu.

This syllabus is subject to change throughout the semester

Class Schedule
Weeks 1-2: Approaches to US Foreign Policy
Weeks 3-5: History of USFP: Cold War Decision-Making
Weeks 6-8: History of USFP: Global War on Terror
Weeks 9-12: US Foreign Policy Institutions & Tools
Weeks 13-15: Contemporary Foreign Policy Debates




