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Introduction 

This undergraduate course introduces students to the comparative study of politics and government, as 
well as to the critical questions, theories, issues, and concepts in comparative politics and the comparative 
method. 

Course Objectives 

• Familiarise students with the key theories, concepts, and methods in the subfield of comparative 
politics 

• Understand why comparing regimes, political institutions, political processes, political actors, 
political behaviour, and public policy across countries is useful 

• Understand how researchers study politics and government across countries using the tools of 
scientific inference 

• Get insights into the major themes and key debates in comparative politics 
• Provide an overview of domestic political structures around the world 
• Familiarise students with the basic varieties of political institutions and processes 

Required Readings 

https://gabrielagreilinger.com/


This is a no-cost course. You are not required to buy any books. All assigned readings are available 
through the university library or will be made available in advance on eLc. I expect you to have completed 
the readings before coming to class. 
 
I also provide recommended further readings. While by no means required, these offer an opportunity to 
gain a deeper understanding of and engagement with the topics. 

Course Evaluation 

Your course grade is calculated from the following components: 
 

Assessment Component Weight 

Online Mini Quizzes (3) 10% 

Midterm Exam 25% 

Final Exam 30% 

Response Paper 1 20% 

Response Paper 2 25% 

Grading Scale 

Grade Score Range 

A ≥ 93% 

A− 90–92.99% 

B+ 87–89.99% 

B 83–86.99% 

B− 80–82.99% 

C+ 77–79.99% 

C 73–76.99% 

C− 70–72.99% 

D 60–69.99% 

F < 60% 

 



Student Responsibilities 

Readings 

Students are required to complete the readings for each class period before attending. Consistent 
preparation is essential to meaningful participation in class discussion. 

Response Papers 

There will be two response papers throughout the semester, each focused on a specific topic assigned for 
that week. Rather than summarising the readings, students are expected to engage with them critically, 
develop their own argument, and situate it within a broader conversation by drawing on outside sources 
such as academic articles, reputable news outlets, or other relevant materials. Further details, including 
prompts and grading criteria, will be provided on eLc. 

Exams 
There will be two required in-class exams: a midterm and a final. The format of each exam will be 
announced ahead of time. The final exam is non-cumulative. 

Mini Quizzes 
While attendance and participation are not graded directly, these quizzes serve as your incentive to come 
to class and engage with the material. There will be three short online quizzes throughout the semester on 
eLc, each designed to test your knowledge of the assigned readings and issues discussed in class. Students 
who attend regularly and keep up with the readings will find these quizzes straightforward; those who do 
not will likely find them more challenging. Think of them as a low-stakes way to stay on track and hold 
yourself accountable to the course material. 
 

Course Policies 

Late Policy 

All assignments must be submitted by their respective deadlines. For each day an assignment is late, 10% 
will be deducted from the grade. Assignments will not be accepted more than 5 (five) days past the due 
date. Exceptions will be made only under exceptional circumstances (illness, emergencies, etc.), provided 
that proper documentation is submitted. 

Attendance & Participation 

Attendance is not mandatory. If you do choose to attend in person, please arrive on time and do not leave 
the session early unless necessary. 

Technology Policy 

Cell phones must be turned off during lectures. Students may use laptops to take notes or refer to the 
readings, but browsing the web or using social media is not permitted — it is a distraction to both you and 



your peers. Research shows that off-task laptop use negatively affects the learning experience of 
neighbouring students. Please be considerate of those around you. 

AI Policy 
UGA's policy does not permit the use of AI tools for coursework unless explicitly authorised by the course 
instructor. I recognise that I cannot monitor every step of your writing process, and I am not interested in 
policing how you work. However, I reserve the right to use AI-detection software if I have reason to 
suspect that a submission is not your own, which could result in a formal academic dishonesty proceeding. 
Beyond the policy, I would encourage you to think of your assignments as opportunities to develop your 
own voice and analytical skills. We will discuss what responsible and critical engagement with AI tools 
can look like in our first session. 
 

University Policies 

Preferred Name and Pronouns 

Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student’s legal name. I am eager to address you by 
your preferred name and/or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so 
that I may update my records accordingly. 

Academic Honesty 
As a University of Georgia student, you have agreed to abide by the University's academic honesty policy, 
"A Culture of Honesty," and the Student Honor Code: "I will be academically honest in all of my academic 
work and will not tolerate academic dishonesty of others." All academic work must meet the standards 
described in "A Culture of Honesty" (www.uga.edu/honesty). Lack of knowledge of the academic honesty 
policy is not a reasonable explanation for a violation. Please review the definition of plagiarism in the 
Academic Honesty Policy: https://honesty.uga.edu/Academic-Honesty-Policy/Prohibited_Conduct/  

Accommodation for Disabilities 

If you plan to request accommodations for a disability, please register with Accessibility & Testing. They 
can be reached by visiting Clark Howell Hall, calling 706-542-8719 (voice) or 706-542-8778 (TTY), or 
by visiting https://accessibility.uga.edu  

FERPA Statement 

The Federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) grants students certain information 
privacy rights. FERPA allows disclosure of directory information (name, address, telephone, email, date 
of birth, place of birth, major, activities, degrees, awards, prior schools) unless a written request is 
submitted to the registrar. For more information, visit: https://reg.uga.edu/general-information/ferpa 

UGA Well-being Resources 

https://honesty.uga.edu/Academic-Honesty-Policy/Prohibited_Conduct/
https://accessibility.uga.edu/


UGA Well-being Resources promote student success by cultivating a culture that supports a more active, 
healthy, and engaged student community. Anyone needing assistance is encouraged to contact Student 
Care & Outreach (SCO) in the Division of Student Affairs at 706-542-8479 or visit sco.uga.edu. 
 

• Well-being Resources: https://well-being.uga.edu  
• Student Care & Outreach: https://sco.uga.edu  
• University Health Center: https://healthcenter.uga.edu  
• Counseling & Psychiatric Services: https://caps.uga.edu | 24/7 crisis line: 706-542-2273 
• Health Promotion / Fontaine Center: https://healthpromotion.uga.edu  
• Disability Resource Center and Testing Services: https://drc.uga.edu  

 

GENERAL COURSE OUTLINE 

 
Disclaimer: This syllabus is a general plan for the course; deviations announced to the class by the 
instructor may be necessary and will be communicated in advance. Please check eLc regularly for 
updates. 
 

PART I: Foundations  

Week 1: Course Introduction and Overview 

Aug 18 — Introduction and Course Overview 
We will go over the syllabus together to clarify general expectations and deadlines. 
Read: 

▸ Amelia Hoover Green (2013): How to Read Political Science: A Guide in Four Steps. (Available 
on eLc) 

Aug 20 — Comparative Politics and Method 
Central question: Why do we compare? Introduction to comparative politics as a method and subfield. 
Read: 

▸ Lijphart, A. (1971). Comparative politics and the comparative method. American Political Science 
Review, 65(3), 682–693. 

Week 2: The State 
Central questions: What is a state? What are the origins of states? What is state capacity? 

Aug 25 — The State and State-Building in Comparative Politics 
Read: 

▸ Tilly, C. (1985). War Making and State Making as Organized Crime. In: Bringing the State Back 
edited by Peter Evans, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol. Cambridge University Press.  

https://well-being.uga.edu/
https://sco.uga.edu/
https://healthcenter.uga.edu/
https://caps.uga.edu/
https://healthpromotion.uga.edu/
https://drc.uga.edu/


PART II: Political Regimes and Regime Transitions 

Week 2-5: Democracy and Autocracy  

Central questions: What is democracy, and who decides what counts as democratic? Why do some 
countries democratise while others do not? How do we measure and classify regimes? How do autocrats 
survive, and how do democracies erode from within? 

Aug 27 — Democracy 
Read: 

▸ Schmitter, P. C., & Karl, T. L. (1991). What democracy is... and is not. Journal of Democracy, 
2(3), 75–88. 

▸ Przeworski, A. (2024). Who decides what is democratic? Journal of Democracy, 35(3), 5–16. 
 

Sep 1 — NO CLASS  

▸ Happy Labor Day! We will continue on September 3, 2026.  
 

Sep 3 — Democratisation and Determinants of Democracy 
Read: 

▸ Lipset, S. M. (1959). Some Social Requisites of Democracy: Economic Development and Political 
Legitimacy. American Political Science Review, 53(01), 69-105. 

Sep 8 — Measuring and Classifying Regimes 
Read: 

▸ Collier, D., & Levitsky, S. (1997). Democracy with adjectives: Conceptual innovation in 
comparative research. World politics, 49(3), 430-451. 

Optional: 

▸ Munck, G. L., & Verkuilen, J. (2002). Conceptualizing and measuring democracy. Comparative 
Political Studies, 35(1), 5–34. 

Sep 10 — Authoritarian Regimes and Survival 
Read: 

▸ Gandhi, J., & Przeworski, A. (2007). Authoritarian institutions and the survival of autocrats. 
Comparative Political Studies, 40(11), 1279–1301. 

Sep 15 — Democratic Erosion and Hybrid Regimes 
Read: 

▸ Bermeo, N. (2016). On democratic backsliding. Journal of Democracy, 27(1), 5–19. 
▸ Levitsky, S., & Way, L. A. (2020). The new competitive authoritarianism. Journal of Democracy, 

31(1), 51–65. 



PART III: Institutions 

Week 5-7: Political and Electoral Systems  

Central questions: How do parliamentary and presidential systems differ? Does presidentialism endanger 
democracy? How do legislatures influence the quality of democracy? How do electoral rules shape party 
competition and representation? 

Sep 17 — Parliamentary and Presidential Systems 
Read: 

▸ Linz, J. J. (1990). The perils of presidentialism. Journal of democracy, 1(1), 51-69. 

Sep 22 — Legislatures 
Read: 

▸ Fish, M. S. (2006). Stronger legislatures, stronger democracies. Journal of Democracy, 17(1), 5–
20.  

▸ Lijphart, A. (1991). Constitutional choices for new democracies. Journal of Democracy, 2(1), 72-
84.   

Sep 24 — Electoral Systems 
Read: 

▸ Lijphart, A. (1999). Patterns of democracy: Government forms and performance in thirty-six 
countries. Yale University Press. Chapter 8. 

Sep 29 — NO CLASS  

▸ Instructor will be out of state for a panel discussion. We will continue on October 1, 2026.  
 

Oct 1 — Midterm Review     |     Oct 6 — Midterm Exam 

 
Week 8-9: Parties, Voters, and Representation 
Central questions: Where do party systems come from, and why do they persist? What do cleavages tell 
us about the structure of political conflict? Why do (some) people vote, and what shapes how they vote? 

Oct 8 — Political Parties and Party Systems 
Read: 

▸ Lijphart, A. (1999). Patterns of democracy: Government forms and performance in thirty-six 
countries. Yale University Press. Chapter 5. 

Optional:  
▸ Lipset, S. M. & Rokkan, S. (1967). Cleavage Structures, Party Systems, and Voter Alignments: 

An Introduction. In S. M. Lipset & S. Rokkan (eds). Party Systems and Voter Alignments: 
Cross-National Perspectives. Free Press (pp. 1- 56). 



Oct 13 — Voter Behaviour and Turnout 
Read: 

▸ Blais, A. (2006). What affects voter turnout?. Annu. Rev. Polit. Sci., 9(1), 111-125. 

Week 9-10: Constitutions, Courts, and Territorial Power 
Central questions: What constrains a majority once it holds power? When do courts protect democracy, 
and when do they entrench incumbents? Does federalism strengthen or strain democratic government? 

Oct 15 — Constitutions and Judicial Power 
Read: 

▸ Lijphart, A. (1999). Patterns of democracy: Government forms and performance in thirty-six 
countries. Yale University Press. Chapters 11 and 12.  

Oct 20 — Federalism 
Read: 

▸ Stepan, A. C. (1999). Federalism and democracy: Beyond the US model. Journal of Democracy, 
10(4), 19-34. 

 

Week 10-11: Development and Distribution 
Central questions: Why are some countries rich and others poor? Is it about institutions, culture, or power? 
How does economic development relate to political change? Why do some democracies redistribute more 
than others? 

Oct 22 — Development 
Read: 

▸ Acemoglu, D., & Robinson, J. (2022). Non-modernization: Power–culture trajectories and the 
dynamics of political institutions. Annual Review of Political Science, 25(1), 323-339. 

Oct 27 — Distributive Politics (Welfare State) 
Optional: 

▸ Tbd. 

PART IV: Society and Culture 

Week 11-13: Political Culture, Nationalism, and Identity 
Central questions: Does civil society always strengthen democracy? Why does nationalism work as a 
political force, and when does it turn exclusionary? How do gender and ethnic identities intersect in 
politics? What are the quotas? How do quotas shape political representation of different identity groups? 
 
Oct 29 — Political Culture and Civil Society 
Read: 



▸ Berman, S. (1997). Civil society and the collapse of the Weimar Republic. World Politics, 49(3), 
401–429. 

Optional: 
▸ Muller, E. N., & Seligson, M. A. (1994). Civic culture and democracy: The question of causal 

relationships. American Political Science Review, 88(3), 635-652 

Nov 3 — Midterm Elections – NO CLASS 

▸ To ensure everyone has the opportunity to vote in the midterm elections, we will not meet on 
this day.  

Nov 5 — Nationalism 
Read: 

▸ Wimmer, A. (2019). Why nationalism works. Foreign Affairs, 98(2), 27-34. 
▸ Mylonas, H., & Tudor, M. (2021). Nationalism: What we know and what we still need to know. 

Annual Review of Political Science, 24(1), 109-132.  

Nov 10 — Identity and Representation 
Read: 

▸ Htun, M. (2004). Is gender like ethnicity? The political representation of identity groups. 
Perspectives on politics, 2(3), 439-458. 

PART V: Contentious politics, political violence, civil war 

Week 13-14: Contentious Politics and Political Violence 
Central questions: Why do people mobilise collectively, and why do revolutions take us by surprise? What 
explains the outbreak of civil war? Is it greed, grievance, or opportunity? When and why do states break 
down? 

Nov 12 — Social Movements and Contentious Politics 
Read: 

▸ Kuran, T. (1991). Now out of never: The element of surprise in the East European revolution of 
1989. World Politics, 44(1), 7–48. 

Nov 17 — Political Violence, Civil War & Breakdown of the State 
Read: 

▸ Collier, P., & Hoeffler, A. (2004). Greed and grievance in civil war. Oxford economic papers, 
56(4), 563-595. 

PART VI: Contemporary Issues 

Week 14-16: Europe, the Far Right, and Globalisation 



Central questions: What drives European integration, and why has it become contested? Why have 
populist and far-right parties gained ground across established democracies? How does globalisation 
challenge the nation-state? 

Nov 19 — The European Union | "Populism" and the Rise of the Far Right 
Watch: 

▸ The making and breaking of Europe, Part 1 on YouTube  
Optional Reading: 

▸ Mudde, C. (2004). The populist zeitgeist. Government and opposition, 39(4), 541-563. 

 

Nov 24 & Nov 26 — NO CLASS (Thanksgiving Break) 

 

Dec 1 — Globalisation — The End of the State? Conclusion and Final Review 

▸ No Readings 

 

Dec 3 — Final exam 

 


