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EDUCATION

2021 - present Doctor of Philosophy in Public Administration & Policy (ABD)
University of Georgia, Athens, GA, USA
Dissertation Committee: Amanda Abraham (chair), David Bradford, Emily Lawler

2021 Master of Arts in Economics
University of the Philippines Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines

2011 Bachelor of Science in Economics, cum laude
University of the Philippines Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2021 - present Graduate Research Assistant
Department of Public Administration & Policy
School of Public & International Affairs
University of Georgia, Athens, GA, USA
Research areas: Medicaid, alcohol use disorder, opioid use disorder, Single State
Agency initiatives on opioid use disorder, federal and other grants, sugar-sweetened
beverage taxes

2016 - 2021 Policy Researcher
Congressional Policy & Budget Research Department
House of Representatives, Quezon City, Philippines
Research areas: Fiscal policy: national budget, public debt, macroeconomic impli-
cations; health policy: smoking, tobacco excise tax; program evaluation

2016 - 2019 Instructor
University of the East Ramon Magsaysay Memorial Medical Center
Quezon City, Philippines
Course: Health Economics & Policy

2015 - 2016 Policy Associate
World Health Organization, Manila, Philippines
Responsibilities: Philippine Global Health Agenda, international health cooperation

2015 Research Assistant
UPecon Foundation, Quezon City, Philippines
Research areas: Public economics: Competitive clientilism and good governance

2014 - 2015 University Researcher
Philippine Eye Research Institute, National Institutes of Health
University of the Philippines Manila, Philippines
Research areas: Childhood visual impairment, national vision screening policy

2011 - 2014 Legislative Staff
House of Representatives, Quezon City, Philippines
Responsibilities: policy research, advice, and technical assistance
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PUBLICATIONS

Peer-reviewed Journals

Estrada, M.A.G., Cheng, K.J.G., & Lacaza, R.M. (2025). Smoking knowledge and decision in an era of
widespread awareness: Persistent disparities and policy implications. PLoS One 20(8): e0329691.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0329691 .

Steuart, S.R., Estrada, M.A.G., Andrews, C.M., Grogan, C.M., Hinds, O.M., Lawler, E.C., Peterson, L.,
Lozano-Rojas, F., Westlake, M.A., Wing, C., & Abraham, A.J. (2025). Medicaid MCO Service Coverage and
Diagnosis and Treatment of Opioid Use Disorder: Evidence from Quasi-Random Auto-Assignment in Kentucky.
Health Affairs Scholar. https://doi.org/10.1093/haschl/qxaf119 .

Estrada, M.A.G., Cheng, K.J.G., & Lacaza, R.M. (2024). Legal changes and evidence on unmet need for
contraception, Philippines. Bulletin of the World Health Organization, 102(11):778–785.
https://doi.org/10.2471/BLT.23.290577 .

Estrada, M.A.G., Abraham, A.J., Andrews, C.M., & Grogan, C.M. (2024). Statewide efforts to address
the opioid epidemic: Results from a national survey of single state agencies. Journal of Substance Use and
Addiction Treatment, 160, 209309. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.josat.2024.209309.

Lacaza, R.M., & Estrada, M.A.G. (2024). The effect of tax-based price increases on cigarette and fermented
liquor consumption: Evidence from tax reform laws in the Philippines. World Medical & Health Policy, 1–11.
https://doi.org/10.1002/wmh3.615.

Cheng, K.J.G. & Estrada, M.A.G. (2022). A dichotomy of smokers in the Philippines following sin tax
reform: Distinguishing potential quitters from those unlikely to quit. PLoS One, 17(10), e0275840.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0275840.

Cheng, K.J.G., Lacaza, R.M., & Estrada, M.A.G. (2022). Varying Cost Minimization and Cessation Mo-
tivations in Response to Excise Tax Reform in the Philippines: A Cross-Sectional Study Using the 2015 Global
Adult Tobacco Survey. Asia Pacific Journal of Public Health, 34(2–3), 293–297.
https://doi.org/10.1177/10105395211065303.

Cheng, K.J.G. & Estrada, M.A.G. (2021). Cost-effectiveness analysis of the 2019 cigarette excise tax re-
form in the Philippines. Preventive Medicine, 145, 106431. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ypmed.2021.106431.

Cheng, K.J.G. & Estrada, M.A.G. (2020). Price Elasticity of cigarette smoking demand in the Philippines after
the 2012 Sin Tax Reform Act. Preventive Medicine, 134, 106042. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ypmed.2020.106042.

Published Proceedings

Estrada, M.A.G., Abraham, A.J., Andrews, C.M., & Grogan, C.M. Statewide Efforts to Address the Drug
Overdose Crisis: Results from a Survey of Single State Agencies, 164. In: McCollister, K.E., Gordan, A.J.,
Acevedo, A., Voshtina, D., Li, J.M., Tse, B., & Murphy. (2024). The 2023 Addiction Health Services Research
Conference: Back in Person and Taking a Bite of the Big Apple, Supplemental Material. Substance Use &
Addiction Journal. https://doi.org/10.1177/29767342231225577.

Other Publications

Bangsal, N.V., Estipular, J.L. and Estrada, M.A.G. (2021). Briefing Notes for the DBCC Presentation: The
Proposed FY2022 National Budget and the Medium-term Fiscal Program. Quezon City: Congressional Policy
and Budget Research Department.

Diaz-Manalo, P., Estrada, M.A.G., & Baluyot, D.D. (2021). Implications of the SC Ruling on the Mandanas-
Garcia IRA Case. Quezon City: Congressional Policy and Budget Research Department.

Estrada, M.A.G. & Gonzales, A.S. (2021). Promoting Sustainability through reform in the Pension System
for Military and Uniformed Personnel. Quezon City: Congressional Policy and Budget Research Department.

Health Technology Assessment Unit. (2020). Philippines Health Technology Assessment Methods Guide: Method-
ological standards in evaluation of health technologies in the Philippines. Manila: Department of Health. (con-
tributor)
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Bangsal, N.V., Pasagui, D., Estipular, J., Diaz-Manalo, P., Estrada, M.A.G., & Dumangas, J. (2021). A
Fiscal Roadmap to Economic Recovery. Quezon City: Congressional Policy and Budget Research Department.

Bangsal, N.V. & Estrada, M.A.G. (2020). The Role of Fiscal Decentralization in Reducing Poverty and
Inequality: Empirical Evidence Using the Regional Authority Index. Congressional Policy and Budget Research
Department.

Diaz-Manalo, P. & Estrada, M.A.G. (2020). Analysis of the Regional Allocation of the FY 2021 National
Budget. Quezon City: Congressional Policy and Budget Research Department.

Estrada, M.A.G. (2020). Agency Budget Notes: The Judiciary (FY 2021). Quezon City: Congressional Policy
and Budget Research Department.

Bangsal, N.V., Sawali, R.R., Pasagui, D.J., Estipular, J., Diaz-Manalo, P., & Estrada, M.A.G. (2020). Briefing
Notes for the DBCC Presentation on the FY 2021 National Budget. Quezon City: Congressional Policy and
Budget Research Department.

Miral, R.E.M., Bronce, R.F., Dumangas, J.I., & Estrada, M.A.G. (Eds.). (2020). A Results-based Assess-
ment of the Bayanihan to Heal as One Act. Quezon City: Congressional Policy and Budget Research Department.

Aquino, M.P., Gamboa, D.G., & Gutierrez, E. (Eds.). (2020). Policy Imperatives: Moving Forward from
the COVID-19 Crisis. Quezon City: Congressional Policy and Budget Research Department. (contributor)

Estrada, M.A.G. & Villaluz, C.A.V. (2020). Legislating Fiscal Responsibility. Quezon City: Congressional
Policy and Budget Research Department.

Diaz-Manalo, P. &] Estrada, M.A.G. (2019). Analysis of the Regional Allocation of the 2020 National Budget.
Quezon City: Congressional Policy and Budget Research Department.

Miral, R.E.M., Sawali, R.R., Gutierrez, E., Diaz-Manalo, P., Bangsal, N.V., & Estrada, M.A.G. (2019).
Briefing Notes for the DBCC Presentation on the Proposed 2020 National Budget. Quezon City: Congressional
Policy and Budget Research Department.

Estrada, M.A.G. (2019). Building Trust to Sustain Reforms: The FY2019 Fiscal Program. Quezon City:
Congressional Policy and Budget Research Department.

Estrada, M.A.G. (2018). Agency Budget Notes: The Judiciary (FY 2019). Quezon City: Congressional Policy
and Budget Research Department.

Estrada, M.A.G. & Bronce, R.F. (2018). Financing the Fiscal Year 2018 Budget. Quezon City: Congres-
sional Policy and Budget Research Department.

Estrada, M.A.G. (2018). Smoking and Health in the Philippines: Five Years After Sin Tax Reform. Que-
zon City: Congressional Policy and Budget Research Department.

Estrada, M.A.G. (2017). Agency Budget Notes: Department of Health (FY 2018). Quezon City: Congres-
sional Policy and Budget Research Department.

Estrada, M.A.G. & Benipayo, D.P. (2017). Health and Federalism: Prospects for the Philippines. Que-
zon City: Congressional Policy and Budget Research Department.

Estrada, M.A.G. & Benipayo, D.P. (2017). Comparing National Health Insurance in Three Southeast Asian
Countries: Indonesia, the Philippines, and Vietnam. Quezon City: Congressional Policy and Budget Research
Department

Benipayo, D.P. & Estrada, M.A.G. (2017). Financial Sustainability of the National Health Insurance Pro-
gram: A Review of the Actuarial Valuation Report 2014 of Philhealth. Quezon City: Congressional Policy and
Budget Research Department.

Estrada, M.A.G. (2016). Agency Budget Notes: State Universities and Colleges (FY 2017). Quezon City:
Congressional Policy and Budget Research Department.

Estrada, M.A.G. (2016). Agency Budget Notes: Commission on Higher Education (FY 2017). Congressional
Policy and Budget Research Department.
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Op-Ed and Other Writings

Estrada, M.A.G. (2015, October 1). The Filipino Story. The Philippine Daily Inquirer.

Estrada, M.A.G. (2008). Always Ready, Always There. Asian Disaster Preparedness News, 14.

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

Research Grants

Graduate School Summer Research Grant (2023, 2024)
University of Georgia, Athens, GA
Research topics: Public smoking bans and the burden of disease; aging out of public health insurance

Fellowships/Mentoring Program

Mentee, Mentoring Program on Aging and Health Economics Research (2024)
National Bureau of Economic Research, Cambridge, MA

Travel Grants

SPIA Travel Scholarships (2023, 2024)
School of Public and International Affairs, University of Georgia

Graduate School Travel Grants (2023, 2024)
Graduate School, University of Georgia

Departmental Travel Grants (2022, 2023, 2024)
Department of Public Administration & Policy, University of Georgia

AWARDS AND HONORS

University of the Philippines International Publication Award (2020, 2021)
University of the Philippines Diliman

Alberto G. Romualdez, Jr. Outstanding Health Research Award (2017)
Awarded to the Philippine Eye Research Institute Vision Screeing Initiative (team member)
Philippine Council for Health Research and Development

University of the Philippines Presidential Scholarship (2009-2011, 2013-2014)
University of the Philippines Diliman

Youth Leaders for Knowledge and Development (2010)
Ateneo School of Government & World Bank in the Philippines

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

Population Association of America Annual Meeting (2025 )

Southern Economic Association Annual Meeting, Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management Fall
Research Conference, Addiction Health Services Research Conference (2024 )

Southern Economic Association Annual Meeting, Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management Fall
Research Conference, Addiction Health Services Research Conference, Southeastern Conference for Public Ad-
ministration Annual Meeting, Population Association of America Annual Meeting (2023 )

Interdisciplinary Association for Population Health Science Annual Conference, Population Association of Amer-
ica Annual Meeting (2022 )

Philippine Economics Society Annual Meeting and Conference (2021 )
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Sizihwan International Conference on Asia-Pacific Studies (2016 )

Sizihwan International Conference on Asia-Pacific Studies, Singapore Economic Review Conference (2015 )

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Instructor, University of the East Ramon Magsaysay Memorial Medical Center, Philippines
Course: Health Economics & Policy (Undergraduate-level course)
Terms: Second Semester & Summer Term (AY 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19)

Guest Lecturer, Department of Public Administration & Policy, University of Georgia, USA
Course (topic): PADP 8670. Policy Analysis I (Uncertainty in Choice and Policy Formation); PADP 7110.
Research Methods (Non-experimental Design)

SERVICE TO PROFESSION

Mentor, University of the Philippines School of Economics Alumni Association Mentoring Program

Referee: Nicotine & Tobacco Research, Philippine Journal of Health Research and Development, Social Sci-
ence and Medicine-Population Health
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