[image: ]POLSCI 1101: Introduction to American Government Syllabus
Summer 2024 THRIVE
Classroom 101D Baldwin Hall. 9:15 am to 11:15 am DAILY
Dr. Audrey A. Haynes polaah@uga.edu
(Pictured:  Wilford Haynes)

Office Hours: daily after our class meets; I will be available to you via our course communications (email/chat). The BEST way to reach me quickly is through my email: polaah@uga.edu. I generally will respond within a few hours but no later than 24 hours. 

Flip link: https://flip.com/e318314f

Course Description: This course is concerned with government and politics in the United States, primarily at the national level, but attention will be given to state and local government, particularly the nature of Georgia’s Constitution. We will examine the institutional rules and human behaviors that shape government, the operation of elections, the development of parties and interest groups, public opinion, and the functioning of Congress, the presidency, and the courts. An historic overview of the topics will shed light on how the current system has evolved. This is important since the foundation of our system and the rules and norms established early have a great impact on how the government performs what policies it produces and how its citizens relate to it.

We will also focus our attention on current political, social, and economic events and discuss how they relate to the governmental concepts we will be studying. During this course we will also discuss a variety of theories of, and perspectives on government. At times, I will post news articles or bits of information on the Announcement board or the Discussion board, and your thoughts are welcome and expected.
Prerequisites of the Course: None
Technical requirements of the course: If you can access the Internet on a regular basis, you meet the technical requirements for the course. It is important that you have reliable Internet service for eLC activities.  Most of our work will take place in class.  Reading, homework, will take place outside of class. 

Course objectives: At the start of each of our content modules, you will see a list of course objectives. They range from general understanding of a process to very specific skills (such as being able to determine what type of collective action problem is being


1

described or predicting the outcome of a political situation. Please make sure to read through these objectives. They will correspond to the learning outcomes/assessments. At the end of the semester look back and them and let me know if you feel that you have not achieved competency in those objectives. 

Course textbook: Logic of American Politics 8th edition. You may purchase the electronic version or the paper text, whichever text you feel more comfortable working with for your course reading. 

You may purchase the hard copy of the textbook through whatever online bookstore you prefer, order it through UGA’s bookstore, but it must be this book.  I will provide a pdf of a number of chapters to you so you may shop around.  Again, this is an earlier version of this textbook.  We are using an earlier edition to save you money, but the fundamentals are all there.
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The Logic of American Politics (8th edition)
Samuel Kernell, Gary C. Jacobson, Thad Kousser, and Lynn Vavreck CQ Press
Paperback or e-version Published: March 21, 2017
ISBN: 1506358667 (print) 1506385184 (ebook)

Online Learning Environment: The course page is hosted on UGA eLC. If you have any issues at any point, make sure to contact:

EITS Help Desk: helpdesk@uga.edu or 706.542.3106.
Business hours are 8am - 10pm (Mon-Thurs), 8am-6pm (Fri), and 1pm-7pm (Sat-Sun)

Go the University System of Georgia Desire2Learn Online Help Center at http://D2Lhelp.view.usg.edu. From this site, you can search the Knowledge Base, browse popular articles, or click the link for live support (24x7x365) in the scrolling news area.

Grading and Assignments:
Your grade for this course will be determined by your work which includes exams, attendance grades, homework and in class work, and your final exam, as well as a discussion assignment that begins the course. 

	Start module discussion assignment 
	10

	Georgia Gov Module
	10

	In class and homework and flips
	20

	Attendance
	25

	Exams 
	35



	Grade scale:
	



A	93.00 and above A-	 92.9999 - 90.000
B+	87.0000 - 89.9999
B	86.9999 - 83.0000
B-	82.9999 - 80.0000
C+	77.0000 - 79.9999
C	76.9999 - 70.0000
D	65.0000 - 69.9999
F	64.9999 and below

Learning Activities: In this course your learning activities consist of the following: reading your text, course lectures, playing games, discussing relevant topics on the discussion board with your professor and your peers, completing your tests and discussion essays, and viewing relevant videos. Almost all activities are graded.  

Course Schedule (may change if needed)

M 	July 8   		Get to know you activity/Module 1 lecture
T 	July 9 		Module 1 Why Government lecture/ group activity
W 	July 10 		Module 2 The Founding lecture/discussion
Th 	July 11 		Module 2 The Founding/Constitution lecture/group activity
F 	July 12 		Module 3 Federalism lecture/discussion
Weekend
M 	July 15 		Module 3 Federalism lecture/exam last hour
T 	July 16		Module 4 Congress lecture/group activity
W	July 17		Module 4 Congress lecture/group activity
Th 	July 18		Module 5 The Executive lecture/group activity
F 	July 19 		Module 5 The Executive lecture/group activity
Weekend
M 	July 22 		Module 6 The Judiciary lecture/group activity
T 	July 23		Module 6 The Judiciary lecture/group activity
W 	July 24 		Module 7 Voting and Campaigns lecture/group activity
Th 	July 25		Module 7 Voting and Campaigns lecture/group activity
F 	July 26 		Module 8 Political Parties lecture/group activity
Weekend
M 	Jul 29 		Module 8 Political Parties lecture/group activity
T 	Aug 30 		Module 9 Interest Groups lecture/group activity
W	Aug 31		Talking Across the Divide lecture
Th	Aug 1		Final Exam Activity

Note: Module 10 is a homework module.  It has a set of readings and quizzes that you will do at any time prior to the end of August 2nd, but they must be complete by that day.

Agreement: By enrolling in this course, you agree to adhere to these policies linked above and to do your best to be a good, productive, and honest student. You also agree to work with Dr. Haynes to make sure that you have a positive learning experience and a rewarding course outcome and that you will not neglect your work. Nor will you interact with your peers to collaborate on any exams, essays, or projects unless they are clearly designated as group projects or work.
Given this is a short session course that moves quickly, if you have any issues regarding test dates (such as a conflict, or you become ill during a portion of the course) it is imperative that you communicate with me (Dr. Haynes).  

Resources and UGA Policies

Disability Resource Center: 
If you anticipate needing accommodations due to the impact of a disability or medical condition, you must register for services with the Disability Resource Center. Additional information can be found here: http://drc.uga.edu/


Withdrawal Policy
Undergraduate students can only withdraw from four courses and receive a withdrawal- passing (WP) grade while enrolled at the University. Students can drop any class without penalty during the drop/add period at the beginning of every semester. Dropped courses during the drop/add period do not qualify as withdrawals. Instructors could withdraw a student from the class due to excessive absences (see course attendance policy). Please review the policy here: https://reg.uga.edu/general-information/policies/withdrawals/

Culture of Honesty Policy
You are responsible for knowing and complying with the policy and procedures relating to academic honesty. To understand what constitutes dishonest work, as defined by the University, please carefully review the policy here: https://honesty.uga.edu/_resources/documents/academic_honesty_policy_2017.pdf

Prohibition on Recording Lectures
In the absence of written authorization from the UGA Disability Resource Center, students may not make a visual or audio recording of any aspect of this course. Students who have a recording accommodation agree in writing that they:
· Will use the records only for personal academic use during the specific course.
· Understand that faculty members have copyright interest in their class lectures and that they agree not to infringe on this right in any way.
· Understand that the faculty member and students in the class have privacy rights and agree not to violate those rights by using recordings for any reason other than their own personal study.
· Will not release, digitally upload, broadcast, transcribe, or otherwise share all or any part of the recordings. They also agree that they will not profit financially and will not allow others to benefit personally or financially from lecture recordings or other course materials.
· Will erase/delete all recordings at the end of the semester.
· Understand that violation of these terms may subject them to discipline under the Student Code of Conduct or subject them to liability under copyright laws.
   Preferred Name and Pronouns
Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexual orientation, gender, gender variance, and nationalities. Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student’s legal name. I will gladly address you by your preferred name and/or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that I may make appropriate changes to my records.

Mental Health and Wellness Resources
If you or someone you know needs assistance, you are encouraged to contact Student Care and Outreach in the Division of Student Affairs at 706-542-7774 or visit https://sco.uga.edu. They will help you navigate any difficult circumstances you may be facing by connecting you with the appropriate resources or services.
· UGA has several resources for a student seeking mental health services (https://www.uhs.uga.edu/bewelluga/bewelluga) or crisis support (https://www.uhs.uga.edu/info/emergencies).
· If you need help managing stress anxiety, relationships, etc., please visit BeWellUGA (https://www.uhs.uga.edu/bewelluga/bewelluga) for a list of FREE workshops, classes, mentoring, and health coaching led by licensed clinicians and health educators in the University Health Center.
· Additional resources can be accessed through the UGA App. 
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