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INTL 4780 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN COMPARATIVE POLITICS: 

POLITICS OF JAPAN 
Term: Spring 2023 

9 January – 9 May 2023 
Tue, Thu 9:35AM – 10:50AM 

Sanford Hall 313 
 
Professor:  B. Bryan Barber, Ph.D. 
Email: bryan.barber@uga.edu  

Office: Candler Hall 304 
Office Hours: Tue, Thu 2:30 pm – 3:30 pm  

 

Course Description 

Japan is one of the most significant players in world affairs. While geographically a rugged, narrow archipelago 
largely devoid of adequate arable land and natural resources, it occupies a geo-strategically significant position in 
the Asia-Pacific. Rapid political, economic, and societal developments occurred in both the late nineteenth century 
and after World War II, yet Japan faces serious challenges today such population decline and graying, a seemingly 
insurmountable national debt, three decades of economic stagnation, persistent energy challenges, and territorial 
disputes with several of its neighbors. Japan is also the world’s largest creditor state, and by holding trillions of 
dollars of assets overseas, what happens in Japan has the potential to affect the entire world. Indeed, what 
happens in Japan has tremendous implications for international affairs in the twenty-first century, just as it did in 
the twentieth century. 
 
There is much to be learned from Japan, and its political system. This course is an introduction to Japanese politics, 
but we will be getting a lot more in depth than an ordinary intro-level course. Special attention is given to the 
formation of the Japanese variant of democracy, the capitalist state, and foreign policy. Upon completion of this 
course, students will be able to identify the norms and institutions unique to Japanese governance, grasp the 
pivotal role Japan plays in international politics, and be able to compare and contrast Japanese politics with that of 
other states familiar to students. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon completing this course, students should be able to: 

1. understand and discuss the policies and policy orientations of Japan. 
2. comprehend and evaluate the historical legacies which have contributed to Japan’s contemporary 

political system. 
3. evaluate and provide informed views on Japan’s role in international politics and economics. 
4. analyze Japan’s contemporary challenges and its specific policies in response to said challenges, and 

compare and contrast these to similar challenges faced by other states. 
5. apply the theoretical and analytical tools learned to examine the politics of any state. 
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Required Course Materials 
This is a no cost course, meaning students are not required to purchase any books or other instructional materials. 
All readings will be presented in weekly packets and shared as a Google docs. Students are strongly encouraged to 
download all reading packets so they can keep these digital files for future reference.    
 

Course Structure 
The course will focus on providing an atmosphere for active engagement. Generally, classes will be divided 
between interactive lectures and group discussions. In this class, the student will play a more active role by 
contributing their thoughts, analysis, and questions. 
 

Communication 
I reply to student emails when I receive them to confirm that they got through. If I do not reply to your email 
within 48 hours, that means I did not receive it. 
 
Always ensure your question is not already addressed in this syllabus before emailing me. 
 
If an email was sent to me during class by a student present, I will not respond, as this is an inappropriate use of 
class time and a prohibited use of electronic devices (see below). Instead, please talk with me in person before or 
after class. 
 
No appointment is needed if you come to my office during my office hours. If you would like to meet at another 
time, contact me and I will see what I can arrange. 
 

Prohibition of Electronic Devices 

The use of laptops and tablets must be limited to notetaking during lectures. Students using electronic devices for 
any other purpose will be asked to leave, and marked absent for the class session. One thing I consider highly 
disrespectful is someone wearing earbuds or earphones (wired or wireless) during this class. Any student using 
earbuds or earphones will promptly be asked to leave, and marked absent for the class session. Note that in either 
of these cases, however, it is possible the student will be marked absent for the class sessions without being asked 
to leave due to the awkward disruption it causes to ask a student to leave during busy class time. 
 

Assessment 
Research Paper (20%) 
The research paper is the culmination of a student’s study in this course. Research papers are to be written on a 
topic relating to the politics of Japan, selected by the student and with the consent of the instructor. The research 
paper is designed to give students an opportunity to study a case in depth, on their own initiative, and come up 
with a unique, well-considered, and convincing argument. The research paper is graded on synthetization of class 
information, clarity, and critical thinking. Students will be asked to present the contents of their research paper 
with the class at the end of the term. Further details are forthcoming. 
 
Reading Discussions (20%) 
As a way for the whole class to engage together with the readings, online Reading Discussions will be completed 
weekly. Students are tasked to write at least three critical statements or questions about the readings, and at least 
two responses to your colleagues’ statements/questions, for a total of at least five comments in total. The 
following are some examples of critical responses you could write: questioning the author’s analysis or research, 
adding a personal experience that would (in your opinion) make the statement more complete or applicable to the 
class, pointing out how it relates to other academic material, agreeing or disagreeing with a colleague and why you 
are doing so, and/or critiquing arguments. I want to see evidence students have thought deeply about the author’s 
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arguments. Reading Discussion will close on Wednesdays at 11:59pm, with at least 2 posts due 24 hours prior to 
the deadline. Late posts do not receive a grade. 
 
Exams (40% = 2 @ 20% ea.) 
The two exams cover material in both lectures and readings, and include multiple choice and short essay questions. 
Exams are taken in class, without access to course materials. Early and Make-up exams will not be considered, 
except with appropriate documentation (it must clearly indicate the student will be/was unable to sit the exam 
specifically at the scheduled time). Please see below under “Absences” for details on what qualified and does not 
qualify for excusals. 
 
Class Contribution (20%) 
Contribution = attendance (½) + participation (½). 
 
Attendance (10%) 
Attendance is taken at each class meeting, and accessed in a binary: absent = 0, present = 1. In order to be counted 
present, students must: 

1. join the class on time, and remain in class until dismissed. 
2. avoid all use of electronic devises throughout the entirety of the class, except in the case of notetaking.  

If a student is recorded present for less than 60 percent of class meetings throughout the semester, the 
attendance grade is an automatic zero. 
 
Out of respect to students who are habitually punctual, and to prepare everyone for the “real world,” I make every 
effort to start class precisely on time. For this course, budget extra preparation time in order to be present by the 
start time. 
 
Participation (10%) 
On Thursdays, we will have discussion classes. In discussion classes, students ask critical questions, and respond to 
questions throughout the class based upon that week’s lectures and readings. A participation grade is assessed on 
a scale from 10 to 0 based upon the quality and quantity of student engagement in the discussion classes. A 
student who attends, but does not ask or respond to questions in the class meeting will earn a 0 of 10 for 
participation. 
 
Absences can be excused only under the following circumstances, and with official documentation: 

1. A university-sanctioned event (proper UGA letterhead will be needed as documentation) 
2. Personal illness, when attendance in class would endanger the health of the student or the health of 

others (student must provide medical documentation [a doctor’s note] specifically indicating the student 
could not attend classes on said date) 

3. There is a serious illness in the student’s immediate family (defined as parents, siblings, spouse, or 
children) which would reasonably necessitate absence from class (student must provide medical 
documentation [a doctor’s note] specifically indicating the student could not attend classes on said date) 

4. A mandated court order by a governmental agency (with legal documentation clearly indicating the 
student’s summon on the date conflicting with class) 

5. Special and recognized religious holidays of the student’s faith 
6. The wedding or funeral of a close relative (defined as abovementioned immediate family, plus 

grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings-in-law, half-siblings, and first cousins) (requires documentation 
clearly indicating the student cannot attend on said date). 

 
Excusal requests for absences will not be accepted any later than one week (seven days) from when the absence 
took place.  
 
Do not ask about having an absence excused without any of the aforementioned documentation which must 
include the students full name and the absence date. If the student needs support with the certification of the 
legitimacy of an absence, the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs can produce a letter on behalf of the 
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student if the reason is determined legitimate. Note that the documentation, itself, does not excuse an absence; 
only the instructor has the authority to excuse students from class. In the case of an excused absence, the student 
is not marked present for the missed class session; rather, the attendance grade for the missed class session is 
cancelled out of the total attendance average. 
 
Student Care and Outreach (SCO) verifies when students are experiencing extenuating circumstances that may 
impact their abilities to engage with classes, and notifies instructors about these circumstances, but SCO is clear 
that their notification to faculty does not excuse absences. Official documentation, as outlined above, is still 
necessary for excusal. 
 
The following are some circumstances (not exhaustive) which happen in life, some misfortunate, but are not 
grounds for an excused absence: 

• Having a flat tire or any other transport complications on the way to class 

• Missing your bus, or your bus not arriving on time, on the way to class 

• Needing to work during class time 

• Volunteering for a charity organization 

• Personal illness, but without visiting a doctor and obtaining medical documentation 

• Taking care of a sick relative not in your immediate family (defined above), or a sick pet 

• Going to vote or registering to vote (if not registered in Athens, vote absentee!) 

• Adverse weather conditions, such as snow or ice (absent of a university-wide cancellation of classes) 

• Early travels for holidays 
 

Assessment Graded Points Percent of Final Grade 

Research Paper 100 20% 

Reading Discussions (weekly) 10, ea. 20% 

Midterm Exam 100 20% 

Final Exam 100 20% 

Class Contribution (attendance and participation) 10, ea. 20% 

Total 100% 

 

Grading Scale 

Grades Percentage  Performance 

Grade = A 100 - 93.0% Excellent 

Grade = A- 92.9 - 90.0% Excellent 

Grade = B+ 89.9 - 87.0% Good 

Grade = B 86.9 - 83.0% Good 

Grade = B- 82.9 - 80.0% Good 

Grading Scale (cont.) 

Grades Percentage  Performance 

Grade = C+ 79.9 - 77.0% Satisfactory 

Grade = C 76.9 - 73.0% Satisfactory 

Grade = C- 72.9 - 70.0% Satisfactory 

Grade = D 69.9 - 60.0% Poor 

Grade = F 59.9 - 0% Fail 
There is no rounding of grades beyond the basis point (1/100th of 1%, or 0.01%). 
 
Grade Appeals 
Students who believe they have received an inaccurate grade should prepare a formally appeal. The appeal should 
consist of a typed email that identifies the problem and presents concrete reasoning to substantiate why the exam 
or assignment should be re-evaluated. Note that a request for re-evaluation means that I will examine your entire 
work for a second time and may lower your grade upon closer review. Grade appeals will not be accepted any 
later than one week (seven days) from when the grade was returned to the student. 
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Extra Credit 
I will not offer extra credit at any point in this course, including the end of the course after grades have been 
averaged. Requests for extra credit opportunities will be denied. Do your best on each assigned task.  
 
Note on Final Grades 
Your final grade is NOT subject to negotiation. Simply “needing” a better grade in no way entitles you to one. If you 
plan to graduate this soon, or if you need an exceptionally good grade from this course for whatever reason, the 
only possible way of receiving this is to work hard. The grade you earn is the grade you will receive. The sole factor 
that matters in determining your grade is your performance in the course. Awarding a student a better grade 
than the student deserves based on his or her official course performance is a violation of my professional ethics. 
Moreover, it is a crime deceiving your government and tax-paying fellow citizens. 
 

Academic Honesty 
Students must commit to the UGA Student Honor Code: "I will be academically honest in all of my academic work 
and will not tolerate academic dishonesty of others." A Culture of Honesty, the University's policy and procedures 
for handling cases of suspected dishonesty, can be found at www.uga.edu/ovpi.  
 
The minimum penalty for any type of plagiarism or cheating will be an “F” on the assignment. As commonly 
defined, plagiarism consists of passing off one’s own ideas, words, writings, etc., which belong to another. In 
accordance with the definition, you are committing plagiarism if you copy the work of another person and turn it 
in as your own, even if you should have the permission of the person. Plagiarism is one of the worst academic sins, 
for plagiarism destroys the trust among colleagues without which research cannot be safely communicated. Please 
review what the UGA Academic Honesty Policy says about plagiarism below: 
 

Plagiarism is using another’s work as your own without correct citations. Examples include, but are not 
limited to: 

 
i. Directly quoting another’s written or spoken words without quotation marks. 

ii. Paraphrasing without attribution. 
iii. Presenting someone else’s original idea or theory as your own original work without attribution. 
iv. Using statistics, images, or data without recognizing who compiled them. 
v. Turning in work that another wrote as your own work. 

vi. Self-Plagiarism: Submitting an assignment for credit that has already been submitted, unless the 
current instructor authorizes its use prior to submission. 

  
The bottom line: 

 

• If it’s not your writing, thought, creation, or composition, cite it. 

• If it is your previous work, make sure you are allowed to use it. 

• If you had someone create or do this work on your behalf (paid or not), then it’s contract cheating. 
 
Additionally, while generative artificial intelligence-based technologies, such as ChatGPT, have recently made huge 
strides in producing written work replicable of students’ efforts, overall the quality remains subpar, and is stuffed 
with “filler” content. Nevertheless, discussions about these technologies are crucial, yet have not sufficiently take 
place among technologists, liberal arts scholars, and university administrators, not just at UGA, but universities the 
world over. For the time being, any use of artificial intelligence software or word mixing software to write your 
paper or disguise plagiarized work is also strictly categorized as a form of plagiarism 
 
As an instructor dedicated to academic integrity, I pledge that I always pursue the maximum penalty within the 
bounds of the university’s code of disciplinary measures regarding students who engage in academic dishonesty 
with no exceptions. 
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Copyright on Course Materials 
All handouts used in this course, inclusive of digital materials, are copyrighted. By “handouts,” I mean all materials 
generated for this class, which include but are not limited to syllabi, exams, and in-class materials. Because these 
are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy the handouts, unless I expressly grant permission. 
 

Prohibition on Recording Lectures  

In the absence of written authorization from the UGA Disability Resource Center, students may not make a visual 
or audio recording of any aspect of this course. Students who have a recording accommodation agree in writing 
that they: 

• Will use the records only for personal academic use during the specific course 

• Understand that faculty members have copyright interest in their class lectures and that they agree not to 
infringe on this right in any way 

• Understand that the faculty member and students in the class have privacy rights and agree not to violate 
those rights by using recordings for any reason other than their own personal study 

• Will not release, digitally upload, broadcast, transcribe, or otherwise share all or any part of the 
recordings. They also agree that they will not profit financially and will not allow others to benefit 
personally or financially from lecture recordings or other course materials 

• Will erase/delete all recordings at the end of the semester 

• Understand that violation of these terms may subject them to discipline under the Student Code of 
Conduct or subject them to liability under copyright laws. 

 

Respectful Participation 
We will all work to be great citizens in this course. Here are just a few ways in which this will be achieved: 

• We will be respectful in our language and active engagement with each other and the ideas presented by 
others. Both personally and professionally, I value open discourses across the political spectrum. If at any 
time, you feel that myself or others are not encouraging you to express your political opinions, please feel 
free to approach me so we can make sure to allow for this  

• We will all work to ensure that our contributions to the class discussion work to improve (rather than 
detract from) the quality of the course. Active engagement is prized, but we will not tolerate discourse 
that means to quiet, rather than encourage, others to contribute as well. 

 

Commitment to Diversity 
This course welcomes individuals from any racial, ethnic, religious, age, gender, sexual orientation, class, disability, 
and nationality. In the spirit of this vital commitment, in this course each voice in the classroom has something of 
value to contribute to all discussions. Everyone is expected to respect the different experiences, beliefs and values 
expressed by fellow students and the instructor, and will engage in reasoned discussion that refrains from 
derogatory comments about other people, culture, groups, or viewpoints. 
 

Preferred Address 
Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with 
differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexual orientation, gender, gender variance, and nationalities. Class 
rosters are provided to the instructor with the student’s legal name. I am eager to address you by your preferred 
name and/or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that I may make 
appropriate changes to my records. 
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Japanese Names and Terms 
In this course we will obviously discuss several different individuals with Japanese names. Japanese naming 
conventions are arranged with the surname before the given name, such as ABE Shinzō (often capitalizing the 
entire surname for clarity). While it had been accepted since the Meiji Period to switch these to the Western style 
when written or spoken in a European language, such as “Shinzō ABE,” in 2019 Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
requested that Japanese naming conventions remain in writing and address in all languages. In this course, I will 
always follow the Japanese naming conventions, and encourage (although do not require) students to do the same.  
 
Furthermore, the Japanese language uses a combination of long and short vowels which affect pronunciation and 
meaning. While these distinctions are usually ignored when written in the Roman alphabet, increasingly writers 
are indicating Japanese long vowels by applying macrons –straight bars placed above vowels, such as “ō” and “ū.” 
An example of how this matters: kōtsū is “traffic,” but kotsu is “a knack” for something. A more relevant example: 
minshu is “democracy,” but minshū is “the people.” In this course, I will always add macrons to Japanese words 
where appropriate (found in Word on the “Insert” tab under “Symbol”), and I encourage (although do not require) 
students to do the same.  
 

Accessibility Note 

If you plan to request accommodations for a disability, please register with the Disability Resource Center by the 
first week of class. They can be reached by visiting Clark Howell Hall, calling 706-542-8719 (voice) or 706-542-8778 
(TTY), or by visiting http://drc.uga.edu. 
 

Letters of Recommendation Policy 

It is very important to me that students who work hard and develop in my classes succeed in future pursuits. 
Therefore, I am happy to write letters of recommendation for students who: 

• Address me properly and interact respectfully 

• Earned good grades (B or higher) in at least one of my courses 

• Make initial request for the letter at least two weeks prior to the deadline. 
If I accept your request for a letter, please tell me precisely for what you need the letter (e.g., an internship, a 
graduate program, a job application, etc.). The more information I have, the better I can tailor the letter to your 
needs. Give me a list of due dates, websites of programs or schools, etc. Supply a statement of purpose, your 
résumé or vita, and a copy of any of your best papers that you may have written. Lastly, if I am writing a letter of 
recommendation for you, let me know the outcome of your application(s). If you do not inform me, I will not 
continue to write letters for you. 
 

CLASS SCHEDULE 
Date Topic Readings 

Week 1: 
Ja 10 & 12 

Introduction to the Course □ carefully read through your 
syllabus! 
□ Bremner 
□ Stockwin, Ch.1 

Date Topic Readings 

Week 2: 
Ja 17 & 19 

Political History □ Hayes 2014 Chs.13-15 
□ Kitaoka 



8 

 

 

Date Topic Readings 

Week 3:  
Ja 24 & 26 

Occupation and Constitution  □ Masuda, Chs.10-11 
□ https://www.cfr.org/japan-
constitution/japans-postwar-
constitution 
□ The Constitution of Japan 
□ Mori McElwain, Ch.9  

Date Topic Readings 

Week 4: 
Ja 31 & Fe 2 

Film: Emperor (2012)  □ Bix, Ch.14 

Date Topic Readings 

Week 5: 
Fe 7 & 9 

Structure of Government  □ D’Ambrogio 
□ Hayes 2014, Ch17a 
□ CLAIR 
□ Noda 
□ Wilson, Ch.20 

Date Topic Readings 

Week 6: 
Fe 14 & 16 

Political Parties  □ Hayes 2018, Chs.4-5 
□ Maeda & Reed, Ch.4 
□ The Japan Times 

Date Topic Readings 

Week 7: 
Fe 21 & 23 

Political Participation 
 

□ Freedom House 
□ Ogawa, Ch.4 
□ Kingston, Ch.5 

Date Topic 

Week 8: 
Fe 28 & Ma 2 

***MIDTERM EXAM*** 
March 2 (Thursday) 

Date Topic 

Ma 6 - 10 ***SPRING BREAK*** 

Date Topic Readings 

Week 9: Political Economy □ Hayes 2014, Ch.16 
□ Hoshi & Lipscy, Ch.1 
□ Dooley 

Ma 14 & 16 

Date Topic Readings 

Week 10: 
Ma 21 & 23 

Film: Princes of the Yen (2014) □ Werner, Preface & Chs.1, 18,19 

https://www.cfr.org/japan-constitution/japans-postwar-constitution
https://www.cfr.org/japan-constitution/japans-postwar-constitution
https://www.cfr.org/japan-constitution/japans-postwar-constitution
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Date Topic 

Week 11: 
Ma 28 & 30 

Public Services □ Wieczorek 
□ Aspinall, Ch.18 
□ Matsuda 
□ Horiguchi 
□ Hayes 2018, Ch.11 

Date Topic Readings 

Week 12: 
Ap 4 & 6 

Energy Policy 
 
***RESEARCH PAPER DUE @ 10:00AM *** 

□ Incerti & Lipscy 
□ Barber 

Date Topic Readings 

Week 13: 
Ap 11 & 13 

Foreign Policy 
 

□ Teo, Ch.6 
□ Igata & Glosserman 

Date Topic Readings 

Week 14: 
Ap 18 & 20 

National Defense 
 

□ Liff, Ch.16 
□ Smith 
□ WSJ Ed. Board 

Date Topic 

Week 15: 
Ap 25 & 27 

Research Paper Presentations 

Date Topic 

Ma 9 (T) ***FINAL EXAM*** 
8:00am – 11:00am 

All dates and times in this syllabus and class schedule reflect the current time in Athens, Georgia (EST until 
March 12, EDT thereafter). Time-related misunderstandings are not valid justifications for absences or 
late submissions.  
 
NOTE: This course syllabus is a general plan for the course; deviations announced to the class by the 
instructor may be necessary. 


