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UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA 
 
 

NUMBER:  INTL 8300 
TITLE:  Politics and Religion 

 
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Cas Mudde (mudde@uga.edu) 
OFFICE:  205S Peabody Hall (new room!) 
OFFICE HOURS: Wednesdays 9.00-11.00 (only online) 
 
TERM:  Fall 2021 
DATE & TIME: Mondays, 4:10-7:10 
ROOM:  IA Building 117 
 
 
Introduction: 
 

In much of the second half of the 20th century political science 
devoted little attention to the role of religion in politics. Particularly 
in Europe, the (Enlightenment) idea was that economic and 
educational development would lead to mass secularization of 
society and an ever-decreasing relevance for religion and religious 
institutions. This seemed confirmed by both the decline and 
transformation of religiosity as well as of so-called Christian 
democratic parties in Western Europe. This was less the case in the 
United States, however, which was the main outlier of the so-called 
“secularization thesis”. Despite the fact that the US was in many 
ways the prototype of the advanced capitalist western democracy, 
Americans remained deeply religious and religious actors became 
increasingly active and important towards the end of the century.  
 
With the terrorist attacks of 9/11, and particularly the (western_ 
responses to them, religion returned to the center of the public 
debate and thereby also to political science. As the political debate 
started to emphasize the importance of “culture” and “civilization”, 
religion became a key feature of political analysis – although 
primarily one specific religion, i.e. Islam. 
 
This course aims to analyze the importance of religion in politics, 
focusing primarily on the 21st century. The focus is on changes in 
the relationship between religion and politics, in the past 50-60 
years, across the world. After a few introductory classes, we will 
discuss the relationship between religion and politics within 
different geographical regions, before turning our attention to their 
relationship to specific themes, like gender, nationalism, and 
political violence. 
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This is the first time I will be teaching this course. I am not an 
expert on the topic and mainly teach it as a favor to students who 
expressed a strong interest in the topic. This means that you, the 
students, will have to carry the course. Classes will consist 
exclusively of students discussing the literature under my (laid-
back) guidance – hence, participation will be 25% of your final 
grade. The course will include no lecturing! 
 

 
Readings: 

 
The course is based on a broad variety of readings, including a 
number of books. You can read the following two books for free 
through the UGA Library. 
 
Jeffrey Haynes (ed.), Routledge Handbook of Religion and 
Politics. London: Routledge, 2014. 
 
Pippa Norris and Ronald Inglehart, Sacred and Secular: 
Religion and Politics Worldwide. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2004. 
 
All other texts will be made available on the Elc course site, well 
ahead of the relevant class. If you have any problems accessing or 
locating readings, send me an email at mudde[@]uga.edu. 
 
I will also use some episodes from podcasts, including my own 
podcast RADIKAAL, which is available on almost all podcast 
platforms. 

 
 
Course objectives: 
 

• To introduce you to some of the ways in which religion and 
politics are interconnected in the contemporary world. 
• To think about the role of religion in contemporary politics. 
• To analyze the chronological and geographical differences and 
similarities in the intersection of religion and politics. 
• To discuss the ways in which religion connects to specific political 
themes. 

 
 
Teaching Methodology: 
 

The course is entirely discussion based. Students are expected to 
take the lead and the professor is mainly a facilitator. 
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Classroom Attendance and Activity 
 

This class meets once a week and attendance would normally be 
mandatory, but because university polices do not provide a safe 
working environment, I cannot in good conscience force you to 
come to class. Hence, attendance is optional this semester. If you do 
feel safe, and we should be ok if everyone wears a mask, I really 
hope you attend and participate. 
 
You are expected to read and reflect upon (at least) the 
compulsory readings before each class. In other words, I expect you 
to read the books (articles) well in advance of the class, and then 
reflect upon them in anticipation of the class discussion. I do expect 
you to participate actively in the classroom discussions. Remember, 
this is not an undergraduate class in which the professor lectures. 
This is a graduate class in which the students discuss independently 
under the guidance of the professor. 

 
 
Office Hours: 
 

I have office hours on Wednesday, 9-11 AM, which will be online. I 
devote these two hours exclusively to my students and I always 
enjoy talking to you individually. You can sign up online for the 
Wednesday office hours, in 20 minute slots. If you need more 
time, cannot make the regular office hours, or want to meet in 
person, we can schedule individual office hours by email. 
 
I do appreciate students checking in regularly to discuss their 
progress or discuss other (academic) issues on their mind. New 
students are particularly encouraged to attend office hours at the 
beginning of the semester, as this helps us to get to know each other 
better and will help you during the rest of the course. 

 
 
Course Evaluation: 

 
• Participation (25%) 
• Presentations (20%) 
• Analytical papers (30%) 
• Final paper (25%) 
 
Participation (25%): You are expected to actively participate in 
each (online) class, which is based almost exclusively on student 
discussion. Your grade is based on the quality and quantity of your 
participation in the discussions. 
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Presentation (20%): You will be assigned to introduce four 
different articles or chapters (max. 10 minutes per presentation) 
and take the lead in the class discussion of that article/chapter. It is 
your task to present the most important points in your own 
words and clarify them (if necessary) with original examples, 
i.e. that go beyond the ones presented in the reading(s). 
 
Analytical papers (30%): You have to write three analytical 
papers on the compulsory readings for a specific week during the 
course – I will draw up schedules for each student individually. The 
paper should be max. 1,000 words and discuss the strengths and 
weaknesses of the article(s)/book by drawing on some other 
academic literature (which can be for other IA courses). 
 
Final paper (25%): You have to write one final paper for the last 
class, addressing the statement: “Religion has returned as one of 
the key factors in contemporary politics.” The essay should be max. 
2,000 words and should accurately and relevantly reference 
concrete examples and at least five compulsory course readings as 
well as at least three additional academic readings. 
 

 
Grading: 
 

Letter Grade  Points 

A  93 – 100 points 

A-  90 – 92 points 

B+  87 – 89 points 

B  83 – 86 points 

B-  80 – 82 points 

C+  77 – 79 points 

C  73 – 76 points 

C-  70 – 72 points 

D+  67 – 69 points 

D  63 – 66 points 

D-  60 – 62 points 

F  59 and below 
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COVID-19 INFORMATION 
 
Face coverings:  
Following guidance from the University System of Georgia, face coverings are 
recommended for all individuals while inside campus facilities.  
 
How can I obtain the COVID-19 vaccine? 
University Health Center is scheduling appointments for students through the 
UHC Patient Portal.  Learn more here. 
 
The Georgia Department of Health, pharmacy chains and local providers also 
offer the COVID-19 vaccine at no cost to you. To find a COVID-19 vaccination 
location near you, please go to:  https://georgia.gov/covid-vaccine.  
 
In addition, the University System of Georgia has made COVID-19 vaccines 
available at 15 campuses statewide and you can locate one here: 
https://www.usg.edu/vaccination  
 
What do I do if I have COVID-19 symptoms?  
Students showing COVID-19 symptoms should self-isolate and schedule an 
appointment with the University Health Center by calling 706-542-1162 
(Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5p.m.). Please DO NOT walk-in. For emergencies and 
after-hours care, see, https://www.uhs.uga.edu/info/emergencies. 
 
What do I do if I test positive for COVID-19? 
If you test positive for COVID-19 at any time, you are required to report 
it through the DawgCheck Test Reporting Survey. We encourage you to stay at 
home if you become ill or until you have excluded COVID-19 as the cause of your 
symptoms.  UGA adheres to current Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) 
quarantine and isolation guidance and requires that it be followed. Follow the 
instructions provided to you when you report your positive test result in 
DawgCheck.  
 
Guidelines for COVID-19 Quarantine Period (As of 8/1/21) 
Students who are fully vaccinated do not need to quarantine upon exposure 
unless they have symptoms of COVID-19 themselves. All others should follow the 
Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) recommendations (check the 
website to ensure that you are following the most recent recommendations): 
 
Students who are not fully vaccinated and have been directly exposed to COVID-
19 but are not showing symptoms should self-quarantine for 10 days. Those 
quarantining for 10 days must have been symptom-free throughout the 
monitoring period and continue self-monitoring for COVID-19 symptoms for a 
total of 14 days. You should report the need to quarantine on DawgCheck 
(https://dawgcheck.uga.edu/), and communicate directly with your faculty to 
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coordinate your coursework while in quarantine. If you need additional help, 
reach out to Student Care and Outreach (sco@uga.edu) for assistance.  
 
Students, faculty and staff who have been in close contact with someone who has 
COVID-19 are no longer required to quarantine if they have been fully vaccinated 
against the disease and show no symptoms.  
 
Well-being, Mental Health, and Student Support 
If you or someone you know needs assistance, you are encouraged to contact 
Student Care & Outreach in the Division of Student Affairs at 706-542-7774 or 
visit https://sco.uga.edu/. They will help you navigate any difficult circumstances 
you may be facing by connecting you with the appropriate resources or services. 

UGA has several resources to support your well-being and mental health: 
https://well-being.uga.edu/  
 
Counseling and Psychiatric Services (CAPS) is your go-to, on-campus resource 
for emotional, social and behavioral-health support: https://caps.uga.edu/, TAO 
Online Support (https://caps.uga.edu/tao/), 24/7 support at 706-542-2273. For 
crisis support: https://healthcenter.uga.edu/emergencies/. 

The University Health Center offers FREE workshops, classes, mentoring and 
health coaching led by licensed clinicians or health educators: 
https://healthcenter.uga.edu/bewelluga/  
 
Monitoring conditions: 
Note that the guidance referenced in this syllabus is subject to change based on 
recommendations from the Georgia Department of Public Health, the University 
System of Georgia, or the Governor’s Office or. For the latest on UGA policy, you 
can visit coronavirus.uga.edu. 
 
 
Academic Integrity: 
 

As a University of Georgia student, you have agreed to abide by the 
University’s academic honesty policy, “A Culture of Honesty,” and 
the Student Honor Code. All academic work must meet the 
standards described in “A Culture of Honesty” found at: 
http://www.uga.edu/honesty. Lack of knowledge of the academic 
honesty policy is not a reasonable explanation for a violation. 
Questions related to course assignments and the academic honesty 
policy should be directed to the instructor. 
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Finally: 
 
THE COURSE SYLLABUS IS A GENERAL PLAN FOR THE COURSE; 
DEVIATIONS ANNOUNCED TO THE CLASS BY THE INSTRUCTOR 
MAY (AND MOST PROBABLY WILL) BE NECESSARY!  
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Thematic Outline: 
 
08/23 – Introduction (1) 
We will start out by mutual introductions and an assessment of your general 
background in the study of religion and politics. We will then discuss the 
intentions of the course and go through the syllabus to address the outline of the 
course as well as our mutual expectations. 
 
 
08/30 – Comparative Politics and Religion (2) 
In this first substantive class, we will look at how the subdiscipline of 
comparative politics has engaged with religion. While religion played only a 
minor role in comparative politics in the second half of the 20th century, it has 
made a strong return in light of political developments in the late 20th century 
and, of course, the early 21st century. 
 
Compulsory Readings: 
Gill, Anthony (2001) “Religion and Comparative Politics”, Annual Review of 

Political Science, 4, 117-138. 
Rasmussen, Bryan A.S. (2010) “Religion and Comparative Politics”, in John T. 

Ishiyama and Marijke Breuning (eds.), 21st Century Political Science: A 
Reference Handbook, Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2011. 

Wilcox, Clyde, Kenneth D. Wald, and Ted G. Jelen (2008), “Religious Preferences 
and Social Science: A Second Look, The Journal of Politics, 70(3), 874–879. 

Grzymala-Busse, Anna (2012) “Why Comparative Politics should take Religion 
(More) Seriously”, Annual Review of Political Science, 15, 421-442. 

 
Optional Reading: 
Bellin, Eva 2008. “Faith in Politics: New Trends in the Study of Religion and 

Politics”, World Politics, 60(2), 315–47. 
Mitchell, Joshua (2007) “Religion Is Not a Preference”, The Journal of Politics, 

69(2), 351-362. 
Philpott, Daniel (2007) “Explaining the Political Ambivalence of Religion.” The 

American Political Science Review, 101(3), 505–25. 
Shah, Timothy S., and Monica Duffy Toft (2006) “Why God Is Winning”, Foreign 

Policy, 19 October.   
 
 
09/06 – NO CLASS (LABOR DAY) 
 
 
09/13 – The “Clash of Civilization” Debate (3) 
Few ‘academic’ articles have been so influential in both politics and political 
science as Samuel Huntington’s “The Clash of Civilizations”. Although published 
well before the seismic events of 9/11, the article has shaped the post-9/11 world 
more profoundly than anything written since. What are his main claims and 
how do they relate to reality and religion? 
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Compulsory Readings: 
Huntington, Samuel P. (1993) “The Clash of Civilizations?”, Foreign Affairs, 

72(3), 22-49. 
 
Bilgrami, Akeel (2003) “The Clash Within Civilizations”, Daedalus, 132(3), 88-

93. 
Inglehart, Ronald and Pippa Norris (2003) “The True Clash of Civilizations”, 

Foreign Policy, 135, 62-70. 
Said, Edward W. (2001) “The Clash of Ignorance”, The Nation, 4 October. 
Seib, Philip (2004) “The News Media and the “Clash of Civilizations”. The US 

Army War College Quarterly: Parameters, 34(4), 71-85. 
Stepan, Alfred C. (2000) “Religion, Democracy, and the ‘Twin Tolerations.’” 

Journal of Democracy, 11(4), 37-57. 
 
Optional reading: 
Fox, Jonathan (2019) “Civilizational Clash or Balderdash? The Causes of 

Religious Discrimination in Western and European Christian-Majority 
Democracies.” The Review of Faith & International Affairs, 17(1), 34–48.  

Fox, Jonathan (2001) “Clash of Civilizations or Clash of Religions? Which Is a 
More Important Determinant of Ethnic Conflict?”, Ethnicities, 1(3), 295-320. 

 
 
 

REGIONS 
 
 
09/20 — North America (4) 
For decades, the United States has puzzled scholars of political and religion. 
Although the secularization thesis might have been overstated, most advanced 
democracies have become much less religious, and religion has lost much of its 
prominence in politics. Not so in the US, where religion and politics remain 
closely connected. What explains this “American exceptionalism”? And how has 
the Christian Right changed the relationship between politics and religion? 
 
Compulsory readings: 
Campbell, David E. and Robert D. Putnam (2011-12) “America’s Grace: How a 

Tolerant Nation Bridges Its Religious Divides”, Political Science Quarterly, 
126(4), 611-640. 

“Review: Religion and American Public Life: A Discussion of Robert Putnam and 
David Campbell’s Saving Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us”, 
Perspectives on Politics, 10(1), 103-117. 

Braunstein, Ruth, Todd Nicholas Fuist and Rhys H. Williams (2019) “Religion 
and Progressive Politics in the United States”, Sociology Compass, 13(2). 

PRRI (2021) “The American Religious Landscape in 2020”, available at: 
https://www.prri.org/research/2020-census-of-american-religion. 

RADIKAAL with Nazita Lajevardi  
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Optional reading: 
Campbell, David E., Geoffrey C. Layman, John C. Green, and Nathanael G. 

Sumaktoyo (2018) “Putting Politics First: The Impact of Politics on American 
Religious and Secular Orientations”, American Journal of Political Science, 
62(3), 551-565.  

Djupe, Paul A., Jacob R. Neiheisel, and Kimberly H. Conger (2018) “Are the 
Politics of the Christian Right Linked to State Rates of the Nonreligious? The 
Importance of Salient Controversy”, Political Research Quarterly, 71(4), 910–
922.  

Margolis, Michele F. (2016) “Cognitive Dissonance, Elections, and Religion: How 
Partisanship and the Political Landscape Shape Religious Behaviors”, Public 
Opinion Quarterly, 80(3), 717-740. 

 
 
09/27 – Eastern Europe (5) 
Eastern Europe is region with often changing borders and countries, but also 
with a broad variety of religions. While a large part of the former Soviet-Union 
is Orthodox Christian, almost all countries have their own (unique) national 
Orthodox Church. Moreover, some Central East European countries are 
Catholic, Protestant, or a mix of the two. Finally, there are various countries 
and regions where Islam is the major religion. How has the long communist 
period affected religion and religious institutions and what is the state of 
religion in the postcommunist era? 
 
Compulsory readings: 
Dunajeva, Jekaterina and Karrie J. Koesel (2017) “‘Us Versus Them’: The Politics 

of Religion on Contemporary Russia”, The Review of Faith & International 
Affairs, 15(1), 56-67. 

Grzymale-Busse, Anna (2014) “Historical Roots of Religious Influence in 
Postcommunist Democratic Politics”, in Mark R. Beissinger and Stephen 
Kotkin (eds.), Historical Legacies of Communism in Russia and Eastern 
Europe. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 179-201. 

Koesel, Karrie J. (2015) “The Political Economy of Religious Revival”, Politics 
and Religion, 8(2), 211-235. 

Norris/Inglehart, ch. 5. 
Szelewa, Dorota (2016) “Killing ‘Unborn Children’? The Catholic Church and 

Abortion Law in Poland Since 1989”, Social & Legal Studies, 25(6), 741-764. 
 
 
10/04 – Latin America (6) 
Latin America is a continent deeply affected by colonialism and, as elsewhere, 
religion is closely associated with that. Mostly settled by the Spanish, 
Catholicism has been the predominant religion for centuries. However, while it 
initially served the colonial masters, it became (also) a voice of the repressed, in 
some countries, during the military dictatorships of the second half of the 20th 
century. And, more recently, religion is linked to a different kind of colonial 
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power, the United States, as can be seen in the rise of the Evangelical movement 
in society and politics. 
 
Guest Lecture: Amy Erica Smith (Iowa State University) – online! 
 
Compulsory readings: 
Boas, Taylor C. (2021) “Expanding the Public Square: Evangelicals and Electoral 

Politics in Latin America,” in Diana Kapiszewski, Steven Levitsky, and 
Deborah J. Yashar (eds.), The Inclusionary Turn in Latin American 
Democracies, New York: Cambridge University Press, 362-397. 

Burdick, John (2010) “Religion and Society in Contemporary Latin America”, 
Latin American Politics and Society, 52(2), 167-176. 

Hale, Christopher W. (2019) “Catholic Church Advocacy in Latin America”, 
Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Politics.  

Smith, Amy Erica (2018) Religion and Brazilian Democracy: Mobilizing the 
People of God. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, introduction & 
conclusion. 

Trejo, Guillermo (2009) “Religious Competition and Ethnic Mobilization in Latin 
America: Why the Catholic Church Promotes Indigenous Movements in 
Mexico”, American Political Science Review, 103(3), 323-342. 

 
Optional readings: 
Gill, Anthony (1994) “Rendering unto Caesar: Religious Competition and 

Catholic Political Strategy in Latin America, 1962-79.” American Journal of 
Political Science, 38(2), 403-25. 

Hale, Christopher W. (2018) “Religious Institutions and Collective Action: The 
Catholic Church and Political Activism in Indigenous Chiapas and Yucatán”, 
Politics and Religion, 11(1), 27-54. 

 
 
 
10/11 – Middle East (7) 
If there is one region where religion is treated as the key factor in politics, it is 
the Middle East. Most notably, Islam is often discussed as the root of all evil in 
the region, from the lack of democracy to the alleged omnipresence of conflict 
and war. As so often, the reality is much more complex. 
 
Guest lecture: Lihi Ben Shitrit (University of Georgia) – online! 
 
Compulsory readings: 
Ben Porat, Guy and Dani Filc (forthcoming) “Remember to Be Jewish: Religion 

and Populism in Israel”, Politics and Gender, FirstView. 
Cammett, Melani and Pauline Jones Luong (2014) “Is there an Islamist Political 

Advantage?”, Annual Review of Political Science 17, 187-206. 
Norris/Inglehart, ch.6. 
Pankhurst, Reza (2010) “Muslim Contestations over Religion and the State in the 

Middle East”, Political Theory, 11(6), 826-845. 
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Shakman Hurd, Elizabeth (2015) “Politics of Sectarianism: Rethinking Religion 
and Politics in the Middle East”, Middle East Law and Governance, 7, 61-75. 

 
Optional readings: 
Nielsen, Richard A. (2020) “Women’s Authority in Patriarchal Social 

Movements: The Case of Female Salafi Preachers”, American Journal of 
Political Science, 64(1), 52–66. 

 
 
10/18 – Asia (8) 
Asia is the continent of the “other religions”, of which several are often 
portrayed as “good” religions (Buddhism, Confucianism), in the sense that they 
are allegedly tolerant and non-violent. But what role does religion play in the 
diverse set of autocracies and democracies in Asia? 
 
Compulsory readings: 
Haynes, chapters 2 (Friedlander), 5 (Barr), 6 (Friedlander). 
Leidig, Eviane (2020) “Hindutva as a Variant of Right-wing Extremism”, 

Patterns of Prejudice, 54(3), 215-237. 
Lussier, Danielle N. (2019) “Mosques, Churches, and Civic Skill Opportunities in 

Indonesia”, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 58(2): 415–438. 
Tao, Yu (2015) “Unlikely Friends of the Authoritarian and Atheist Ruler: 

Religious Groups and Collective Contention in Rural China”, Politics and 
Religion, 8(1): 86–110.  

 
Optional readings: 
Vala, Carsten T. (2012) “Protestant Christianity and Civil Society in Authoritarian 

China: The Impact of Official Churches and Unregistered”, China 
Perspectives, 3, 43-52. 

 
 
10/25 – NO CLASS 
 
 

THEMES 
 
 
11/01 – Political Parties (9) 
In many European countries religious (Christian) parties were among the first 
(mass) political parties to emerge. However, one hundred years later, Christian 
democracy is both in decline and transformation. At the same time, other 
religious parties are thriving, from Hindu parties in India to (some) Islam(ist) 
parties in the MENA region.  
 
Compulsory readings: 
Grzymała-Busse, Anna (2013) “Why There Is (Almost) No Christian Democracy 

in Post-Communist Europe.” Party Politics, 19(2), 319–42.  
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Haynes, ch.13 (Mosheni and Wilcox) 
Kalyvas, Stathis N. (2000) “Commitment Problems in Emerging Democracies: 

The Case of Religious Parties”, Comparative Politics, 32(4), 379-398. 
Kirdiş, Esen (2019) “Similar Contexts, Different Behavior: Explaining the Non-

Linear Moderation and Immoderation of Islamic Political Parties in Jordan, 
Morocco, Tunisia, and Turkey”, Politics, Religion & Ideology, 20(4), 467-483 

Norris and Inglehart, ch.9. 
 
Optional readings: 
Kalyvas, Stathis N. and Kees van Kersbergen (2010) “Christian Democracy”, 

Annual Review of Political Science, 13, 183–209. 
 
 
11/08 – Nationalism (10) 
The link between religion and nationalism is as old as the phenomenon of 
nationalism and as nationalism became more central to political science again, 
in the wake of the fall of communism, scholarship re-focused on the link with 
religion, particularly in postcommunist Europe. 
 
Guest lecture: Anna Grzymala-Busse (Stanford University) – online! 
 
Compulsory readings: 
Bhargava, Rajeev (2012) “How Should States Deal with Deep Religious Diversity: 

Can Anything Be Learnt from the Indian Model of Secularism?”, in Timothy 
Samuel Shah, Alfred Stepan, and Monica Duffy Toft (eds.), Rethinking 
Religion and World Affairs. Oxford: Oxford University Press. *  

Brubaker, Rogers (2012) “Religion and Nationalism”, Nations and Nationalism, 
18(1), 2-20. 

Grzymała-Busse, Anna (2015) “Thy Will Be Done? Religious Nationalism and Its 
Effects in East Central Europe.” East European Politics & Societies, 29(2): 
338-351. 

Grzymala-Busse, Anna (2019) “Religious Nationalism and Religious Influence”, 
Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Politics. 

Minkenberg, Michael (2018) “Religion and the Radical Right”, in Jens Rydgren 
(ed.), The Oxford Handbook of the Radical Right. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 366-393. * 

 
Optional readings: 
Menchik, Jeremy (2014) “Productive Intolerance: Godly Nationalism in 

Indonesia”, Comparative Studies in Society and History, 56(3), 591–621. 
Perica, Vjekoslav (2014) “Religion in the Balkan Wars”, Oxford Handbooks 

Online. 
 
 
11/15 – Political Violence (11) 
In the post-9/11 world, religion is often linked to political violence. Or, more 
accurately, one specific religion is linked to violence: Islam. What is the 
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relationship between religion and political violence? And are some specific 
religions really linked (more) to political violence? 
 
Cavanaugh, William T (2007) “Does Religion Cause Violence”, Harvard Divinity 

Bulletin, 35(2), 1-18.  
Haynes, ch.22 (Juergensmeyer) 
RADIKAAL with Amarnath Amarasingam 
Saiya, Nilay (2019) “Religion, State and Terrorism: A Global Analysis”, Terrorism 

and Political Violence, 31(2), 204-233. 
Toft, Monica Duffy (2007) “Getting Religion? The Puzzling Case of Islam and 

Civil War”, International Security, 31(4), 97–131. 
 
Optional readings: 
Arias, Enrique Desmond (2014) “Violence, Citizenship, and Religion in a Rio de 

Janeiro Favela”, Latin American Research Review, 49(S), 149–167. 
Fox, Jonathan (2007) “The Increasing Role of Religion in State Failure: 1960 to 

2004”, Terrorism and Political Violence, 19(3), 395-414.  
Juergensmeyer, Mark (2008) Global Rebellion: Religious Challenges to the 

Secular State, from Christian Militias to al Qaeda. University of California 
Press, ch.1. * 

 
 
11/22 – Sexuality and Gender (12) 
Since the 1960s views on gender roles and sexuality have changed radically in 
many countries, which has led to a backlash from more conservative forces. In 
many countries religious organizations play a key role in this “conservative” 
backlash. And what are the differences and similarities across regions and 
religions? 
 
Compulsory readings: 
Abu-Lughod, Lila (2002) “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving?” 

Anthropological Reflections on Cultural Relativism and Its Others”, American 
Anthropologist, 104(3), 783-790.  

Deo, Nandini (forthcoming) “Religion, Nationalism, and Gender: Perspective 
from South Asia”, Asian Journal of Comparative Politics. 

Grossman, Guy (2015) “Renewalist Christianity and the Political Saliency of 
LGBTs: Theory and Evidence from Sub-Saharan Africa”, The Journal of 
Politics 77(2), 337–351. 

Haynes, ch.21 (Aune & Nyhagen) 
Holman, Mirya R., and Erica Podrazik (2018) “Gender and Religiosity in the 

United States.” In Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Politics. 
Puar, Jasbir (2013) “Rethinking Homonationalism”, International Journal of 

Middle East Studies, 45(2), 336-339.  
Smith, Amy Erica and Taylor C. Boas (forthcoming) “Religion, Sexuality Politics, 

and the Transformation of Latin American Electorates”, unpublished 
manuscript. 
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Optional readings: 
Adamczyk, Amy and Cassady Pitt (2009) “Shaping Attitudes about 

Homosexuality: The Role of Religion and Cultural Context”, Social Science 
Research, 38(2), 338-351. 

Benstead, Lindsay J., Amaney A. Jamal, and Ellen Lust (2015) “Is It Gender, 
Religiosity or Both? A Role Congruity Theory of Candidate Electability in 
Transitional Tunisia”, Perspectives on Politics, 13(1), 74–94. 

Cassese, Erin C. and Mirya R. Holman (2017) “Religion, Gendered Authority, and 
Identity in American Politics”, Politics and Religion, 10(1), 31-56. 

Djupe, Paul A., Andrew R. Lewis, and Ted G. Jelen (2016) “Rights, Reflection, 
and Reciprocity: Implications of the Same-Sex Marriage Debate for Tolerance 
and the Political Process.” Politics and Religion, 9(3), 630-648. 

Ross, Michael (2008) “Oil, Islam, and Women”, American Political Science 
Review, 102 (1), 107-123. 

 
 
11/29 – De-secularization and the Repoliticization of Religion (13) 
With the world de-secularizing, what explains the religious resurgence and how 
do the anti-Islam responses to the terrorist attacks of 9/11 feature in this? 
 
Compulsory readings (and listening): 
Berger, Peter L. (1999) “The De-secularization of the World: A Global Overview”, 

in Peter L. Berger (ed.), The Descularization of the World: Resurgent Religion 
and World Politics. Washington, DC: Ethics and Public Policy Center, 1-18. * 

Gorski, Philip S. and Ates Altinordu (2008) “After Secularization?”, Annual 
Review of Sociology, 34, 55-85. 

Haynes, ch.15 (Jocelyne Cesari) 
Hurd, Elizabeth Shakman (2007) “Theorizing Religious Resurgence”, 

International Politics, 44(6), 647-665.  
Roy, Olivier (2016) “Beyond Populism: The Conservative Right, the Courts, the 

Churches and the Concept of a Christian Europe”, in Nadia  Marzouki, Duncan 
McDonnell and Olivier Roy (eds.), Saving the People: How Populists Hijack 
Religion. London: Hurst, 185-201. *  

RADIKAAL with Nadia Marzouki 
 
Optional reading: 
Ben-Porat, Guy and Yariv Feniger (2009) “Live and Let Buy? Consumerism, 

Secularization, and Liberalism”, Comparative Politics, 41(3), 293-313.  
Kaufmann, Eric, Anne Goujon, Vegard Skirbekk (2012) “The End of 

Secularization in Europe?: A Socio-Demographic Perspective”, Sociology of 
Religion, 73(1), 69-91.  

Norris/Inglehart, ch.4. 
Pollack, Detlef (2008) “Religious Change in Europe: Theoretical Considerations 

and Empirical Findings”, Social Compass, 55(2), 168-186. 
 
 
12/04 – Foreign Policy (14) 
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Given the close relationship between religion and politics, one would assume 
that religion also plays a role in foreign policy. Do different religions lead to 
different foreign policies? Or is religion mainly used as window-dressing? 
 
Guest Lecture: Nukhet Sandal (Ohio State) – online! 
 
Compulsory reading: 
Haynes, chs. 17 (Fox & Sandal), 18 (Sandal), 19 (Shani) 
Jenichen, Anne (2019) “A Transatlantic Secular Divide? The Representation of 

Religion in EU and US Foreign Policy”, Foreign Policy Analysis, 15(4), 451-
469. 

Mandaville, Peter and Shadi Hamid (2018) Islam as Statecraft: How 
Governments Use Religion in Foreign Policy. Washington, DC: The Brookings 
Institution. 

Warner, Carolyn M. and Stephen G. Walker (2011) “Thinking about the Role of 
Religion in Foreign Policy: A Framework for Analysis”, Foreign Policy 
Analysis, 7(1), 113-135. 

 
Optional reading: 
Haynes, chs. 16 (Mavelli & Wilson), 20 (Wessels). 
 
 
Final paper: Your final paper should discuss the statement “Religion has 
returned as one of the key factors in contemporary politics.” The paper should be 
max. 2,000 words and should accurately and relevantly reference concrete 
examples and at least five compulsory course readings as well as at least three 
additional academic readings. 


