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Course Overview and Objectives:  
Welcome to the Center for International Trade and Security’s Richard B. Russell Security 
Leadership Program (SLP). As a member of the SLP you are joining a program with a rich 
tradition on campus for training future leaders in national and international security issues. This 
practicum serves to provide an academic introduction to the skills necessary for a career in this 
field. As a participant in the SLP you will have the opportunity to develop your writing, public 
speaking, and strategic analysis skills, and expand your undergrad research experience in the 
second semester. This semester you will learn how to write policy memos, give briefings, and 
conduct policy analyses.  
 
Beyond the skills training, the most notable part of the SLP will likely be the other 15 members 
of your cohort. Through this experience these colleagues will become friends that you will stay 
connected to long after you leave UGA. You’ll also join an esteemed group of SLP alumni who 
have gone on to pursue advanced degrees in security studies and careers working in government, 
particularly in the CBRN/non-proliferation field, as well as in corporations, journalism, and 
NGOs. Throughout this year you’ll have the opportunity to get to know some of these alumni 
through “visits” (mostly virtual) and most importantly, through the spring break trip to 
Washington, DC.    
 
This course will be run largely as a seminar, which means the focus will be on discussion among 
the participants, not lectures by the instructor. Unlike a typical International Relations course in 
security studies where the focus would be on the development of security theories, our focus will 
be on the practice of decision making around security issues and the evaluation of policies. As 
you may note, many of the “readings” on the syllabus are not academic readings but are instead 
podcasts, videos, newspaper articles, and blogs. I’ve selected materials that are both informative 
and provocative to spark discussions. While most students in the program are majoring in 
International Affairs, the SLP is strengthened by the participation of students from majors 



outside of SPIA including, but not limited to, psychology, computer science, and economics. 
Overall, irrespective of your major, the skills and knowledge you acquire are intended to 
compliment your other courses at UGA.  
 
The culmination of the course is the U.S. National Security Council simulation, which will take 
place over several weeks in November. Through the simulation you’ll be able to put into practice 
all that you learned in previous weeks, challenge each other, and try to find viable policy 
solutions to some of the most intractable security issues faced by the US.  
 
COVID & the SLP  
I am committed to making this an academically rigorous course, while also prioritizing 
compassion and the health of all of us in the room. The COVID-19 pandemic will create 
extenuating circumstances for many students. It is crucial that you understand the following: 

 This course meets in-person MWF, unless otherwise noted on the syllabus.  
o While there is no attendance grade, I will take attendance every day and expect 

that you’ll be there, unless I hear otherwise from you.  
o IF YOU DO NOT FEEL WELL, DO NOT COME TO CLASS!  

 UGA’s follows GA DPH guidelines for quarantine/isolation  
 Students who are not fully vaccinated and have been directly exposed to 

COVID-19 but are not showing symptoms should self-quarantine for 10 
days. Those quarantining for 10 days must have been symptom-free 
throughout the monitoring period and continue self-monitoring for 
COVID-19 symptoms for a total of 14 days. You should report the need to 
quarantine on DawgCheck (https://dawgcheck.uga.edu/), and 
communicate directly with your faculty to coordinate your coursework 
while in quarantine. If you need additional help, reach out to Student Care 
and Outreach (sco@uga.edu) for assistance.  

 Students who are fully vaccinated do not need to quarantine upon 
exposure unless they have symptoms of COVID-19 themselves. Per CDC 
guidelines they should be tested 3-5 days after exposure and continue to 
wear a mask indoors.  

 The primary ways to protect yourself and the other members of the UGA community, 
including the people in this class are:  

o 1.***Get vaccinated! 
o 2.***Wear a mask when indoors on campus (irrespective of your vaccine status) 
o 3.*** Again, Do NOT come to class if you feel sick - GET TESTED ASAP!   

 Per UGA guidelines, students showing COVID-19 symptoms should self-
isolate and schedule an appointment with the University Health Center by 
calling 706-542-1162 (Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5p.m.). For emergencies 
and after-hours care, see, https://www.uhs.uga.edu/info/emergencies. 

o 4. Pro-tip: Use UGA’s free asymptomatic testing regularly! 
https://clia.vetview.vet.uga.edu/   

 If you test positive for COVID-19 at any time, you are required to report it through the 
DawgCheck. Please stay at home if you become ill or until you have excluded 
COVID-19 as the cause of your symptoms. UGA adheres to current Georgia 
Department of Public Health (DPH) quarantine and isolation guidance and requires that it 



be followed. Follow the instructions provided to you when you report your positive test 
result in DawgCheck.  

 Still need to get vaccinated? To schedule a vaccine go to the University Health Center’s 
Patient Portal (https://patientportal.uhs.uga.edu/login_dualauthentication.aspx ). Also, the 
Georgia Department of Health, pharmacy chains and local providers also offer the 
COVID-19 vaccine at no cost to you. To find a COVID-19 vaccination location near you, 
other than the UHC, please go to: https://georgia.gov/covid-vaccine  

 Per UGA guidelines, faculty are to accommodate students who get COVID just as they 
normally would have accommodated ill students before the pandemic. Be sure you get 
the name and contact information for at least two other students in this class to get notes 
from days that you miss. Once you’re feeling better, please make an appointment to meet 
with me during office hours to answer any remaining questions. 
  
 

Course Requirements:  
 Readings: There is no textbook for this course. All readings will be posted on the class 

ELC page or hyperlinked in the syllabus. Readings are to be completed prior to class. 
Should you fail to complete the readings it will be evident by your (lack of informed) 
participation in class discussions. **You are also required to keep up with current events 
(which I’m sure you already do, that’s why you’re here… but more on that below).  

 
On occasion an article relevant to the topic we are covering will be published and I will assign it 
on short notice. In that case I will send out a message to the class using the “ANNOUNCEMENTS” 
section of the class ELC page. **PLEASE REGISTER FOR ANNOUCEMENT 
NOTIFICATIONS!  

o To register for “Announcement Notifications” click on your name in the upper 
right-hand corner of the class ELC page > notifications > scroll down to “instant 
notifications > check the boxes for “Announcements”  

 
 Grading: Your final grade will be determined by the following assessments: 

o Engagement - 15% (participation in class discussions, ELC discussion assignments, 
alumni visits, briefings)  

o Writing Portfolio – 50% 
 Policy Papers (4) - 40% 
 Op-Ed (Final) - 10%   

o NSC Simulation – 35% (Participation based on engagement in meetings & writing 
NSS, follow-up memos, journal documenting participation, and peer evaluations – 
20%; 3 Policy Analyses – 15%) 

 
Letter grades correspond to the following 0-100 scale:  
 94-100 A   74-76 C 
 90-93 A-   70-73 C- 
 87-89 B+   67-69 D+ 
 84-86 B   64-66 D 
 80-83 B-   60-63 D- 

77-79 C+   00-59 F 



 
 Participation – This course requires constant engagement. It’s assumed that by applying 

for this program you are enthusiastic and eager to discuss security issues with your 
colleagues. You’ll be expected to actively engage in a variety of ways each week, 
including:  

o Class discussions of readings and security-related news  
o Preparing questions for SLP alumni and other distinguished visitors  
o Class Discussion Assignments – there will be several discussion assignments 

throughout the semester graded on completion.  
 

 Policy Memos & Briefs - One of the most important skills that we will focus on in this 
course is policy writing. You’ll gain experience writing them for me, and then you’ll write 
them in real time for each other during the NSC simulation. Details on different types of 
policy writing and the parameters for each assignment will be given in class. 

o Your first memo will come from a list of 50 security issues, you can choose your 
second topic. Your first policy brief need to build upon one of your two policy 
memos.  

  
 Briefing - Each student will brief the group about one policy issue. This exercise will give 

you practice at this important skill and allow you to receive feedback before you do it as 
part of your regular NSC meetings. Each student will have 2 minutes to give their policy 
brief, followed by 4 minutes of Q&A from the rest of the group.  
 

 NSC Simulation – The capstone of this course is a two-week simulation of the US 
National Security Council (NSC). Each of you will be assigned a role on the NSC and will 
produce policy recommendations for the President based on several real-to-life crises. In 
addition to the memos prepared for the given crises, you can expect the president to ask 
for additional memos and for you to brief the NSC daily. The entire NSC will craft a NSS 
that will be published on the SLP website. Details on the NSC simulation will be given 
later in the semester.  

 
 Alumni Visits- one of key feature of the SLP is the opportunity to connect with past 

participants. The alumni “visits” (mostly held through zoom this year) will allow you to 
learn about different career opportunities and build your professional network.  

 
Other important information:  

 Current Events: Students are REQUIRED to stay up to date on world politics for class 
discussions. I suggest that you skim a major newspaper, such as the New York Times, Wall 
Street Journal, Washington Post, The Guardian (UK) or a weekly periodical, such as The 
Economist, on a daily basis. 

o Tip: I strongly suggest linking your web browser home page to an international 
news source.  

o **You can also have the headlines of the day automatically emailed to you from 
the Council of Foreign Relations (www.cfr.org) and Just Security 
(https://www.justsecurity.org/ ). There are also several useful IR blogs, including: 



Duck of Minerva, War on the Rocks, Political Violence at a Glance, and the 
Monkey Cage (which covers all the subfields of Political Science).  

 Communication and Email: I will keep you updated about the course and any changes to 
the syllabus through the “ANNOUNCEMENTS” board on the class ELC page. 
**PLEASE REGISTER FOR ANNOUNCEMENT NOTIFICATIONS!  

o Again, to sign up for Announcement Notifications: your name on the class ELC 
page > Notifications > Scroll to “Instant Notifications” > Announcements  

o When emailing me please only use your UGA email account and include your 
course number in the subject line. In most cases I will respond to emails within 24 
hours. Importantly, before you email me please check the syllabus and the 
Announcements posted on ELC to be sure that your question has not been 
previously addressed.  

o A note on etiquette: please use appropriate salutations including my name in the 
opening (NOT Miss/Ms./Mrs. Gallagher!) and your name in the closing. (Hint: you 
can’t go wrong with “Dear Professor Gallagher”).  
 For further guidance see: http://www.wikihow.com/Email-a-Professor.  

o There will also be a GroupMe for quick correspondences  
 

 Office Hours – Office hours are STUDENT HOURS! This is the time to ask questions 
about class assignments, the major, my 2 cents on what you should do with your life, get 
recommendations for good food in Athens, etc. The link to schedule an office hours 
meeting is on the class ELC page. 

 Academic Dishonesty – As a University of Georgia student, you have agreed to abide by 
the University’s academic honesty policy, “A Culture of Honesty,” and the Student Honor 
Code. All academic work must meet the standards described in “A Culture of Honesty” 
found at: http://www.uga.edu/honesty. Lack of knowledge of the academic honesty policy 
is not a reasonable explanation for a violation. Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing 
will be referred to Judicial Affairs, as required by university policy. The most common 
issue of academic dishonesty I have come across is plagiarism. To be clear, plagiarism is 
copying from any source material (direct or paraphrasing of ideas), published or 
unpublished (this includes Wikipedia!), without giving proper credit. I will post a link to 
the Chicago Manual of Style citation format on ELC.  

 Students with Disabilities: UGA is committed to providing equal access to academic 
programs and university-administered activities and reasonable modifications to students 
with disabilities. Students in need of academic accommodations need to request such 
services from the Disability Resource Center located at 114 Clark Howell Hall (for more 
information visit www.drc.uga.edu ) and should make an appointment to see me with their 
appropriate paperwork from the DRC within the first two weeks of classes.  

 UGA’s code of conduct protects student privacy and intellectual property and thus 
prohibits recording and digital release of classroom lectures and conversations unless 
a student has an accommodation from the DRC. Students with DRC approved 
accommodations for recording should make an appointment with me to discuss a plan that 
protects your right to privacy, that of your classmates, and everyone’s intellectual property.   

 UGA has a vast array of resources to support students facing a variety of challenges. Please 
don't hesitate to speak with me or contact these resources directly. Please be aware that 
UGA faculty and staff are obligated to report any knowledge of sexual assault/harassment 



and/or relationship violence to UGA’s Equal Opportunity Office. UGA’s Relationship and 
Sexual Violence Prevention (info below) can speak to students confidentially.  

o Office of Student Care & Outreach (coordinate assistance for students 
experiencing hardship/unforeseen circumstances) – 706-542-7774 or by email 
sco@uga.edu  

o Counseling and Psychiatric Services (CAPS) - 706-542-2273 (during regular 
business hours) After Hour Mental Health Crisis: 706-542-2200 (UGA Police—
ask to speak to the CAPS on-call clinician) 

o Relationship and Sexual Violence Prevention (RSVP) – 706-542-SAFE (The 
advocates at RSVP can provide students confidentiality).  

 This syllabus is subject to change throughout the semester 
 

Topic and Reading Schedule 
 

Weeks 1 & 2 – Introduction & the Basics 
 
Wednesday, August 18 - Introduction 

 Post your bio to ECL Introduction discussion board by Wed. 8/18  
o Comment on 2 other SLPeeps’ posts by 8/20 

 
Friday, August 20 – Security in the 21st Century  

 Eliot Higgins. 2021. We are Bellingcat. Bloomsbury.  
o Discussion Assignment #1 

 
 

Monday, August 23 – What does security mean? What is a security issue?  
 Paul D. Williams “Security Studies: An Introduction” Chapter 1  

o Read Only read pgs. 1-10 
 Dick K. Nanto. 2011. “Economics and National Security: Issues and Implications for US 

Policy.” CRS. Available: https://fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R41589.pdf  
o **Read only pgs. 4-8 “The Role of the Economy in US National Security” (just 

skim the rest)  
 Listen: “Race and National Security” Horns of a Dilemma. (podcast). July 10, 2020. 

https://warontherocks.com/2020/07/race-and-national-security/  
 
 
Wednesday, August 25 - Who determines what constitutes a security issue and how to respond?  

 Carol Cohn. 1987. “Sex and Death in the Rational World of Defense Intellectuals.” Signs. 
 
Friday, August 27 – A “how to” for policy writing   

 Read my policy writing guidelines and assignment posted on ELC  
 Luciana Herman. 2012. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard. “Policy Memos” 

https://www.umass.edu/pep/sites/default/files/policy_memo_workshop_final.docx  
 “The Policy Memo: A How To Guide” (PPT) 

https://scholar.princeton.edu/sites/default/files/ccameron/files/the_policy_memo_2016.pd
f  



 “Policy Briefs.” The Writing Center. University of North Carolina. 
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/policy-briefs/ 

 Suggested if you want more advice on policy writing:  
o Bob Behn “The Craft of Memo Writing” (note: tips on how to write well, 

especially for short form policy memos): https://shorensteincenter.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/07/Behn-Craft-of-Memo-Writing-2013-3rev8_26_13.pdf   

o David Morse and Elena Delbanco, Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy, 
University of Michigan. (note: Examples of different types of briefs and how 
NOT to write one: http://fordschool.umich.edu/files/policy-writing.pdf  
 

Monday, August 30 – Institutions & Process in US National Security  
 Whittaker et al. 2008. “The National Security Policy Process: The National Security 

Council and Interagency System”: https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/resrep11925.6.pdf  
o **Read only 97-135 (we’ll come back to the rest at the time of the simulation) 

 2017 US National Security Strategy: https://www.acq.osd.mil/ncbdp/docs/NSS-Final-12-
18-2017-0905.pdf  

o **Read only the contents and Introduction (pgs. 1-7) – skim rest  
 Kathleen McInnis. 2021. “The Interim National Security Strategic Guidance.” 

Congressional Research Service. https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF11798  
 
Wednesday, Sept 1 – Tools for responding to security threats?  

 Discussion Assignment #2  
 

Friday, Sept 3 – Policy Memo 1 Due   
 3 Oral Briefings  
 Workshopping Memo Drafts 

 
*Policy Memo 1 due by 11pm Saturday 9/4 to ELC dropbox   
 

Weeks 3 & 4 CBRN & Traditional Security   
 
Monday, Sept. 6  – No School (Labor Day)  
 
Wednesday, Sept. 8 - Traditional Security Issues: Nuclear Weapons & Nonproliferation 

 Scott D. Sagan. 2011. “The causes of nuclear weapons proliferation.” Annual Review of 
Political Science 14: 225-244.  

 Peter Lavoy. “The Enduring Effects of Atoms for Peace” Arms Control Today. 
https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2003_12/Lavoy  

 Complete the following 2 NTI Educational Tutorials (https://tutorials.nti.org/table-of-
contents/)  

o Be sure to take good notes before completing the quizzes!   
 
Friday, Sept. 10 - Recent Developments around Nuclear Weapons and Non-proliferation   

 “US Withdrawal of Nuclear Treaty Sparks Arms Race Concerns.” PBS NewsHour. 
August 3, 2019. https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/u-s-withdrawal-of-nuclear-treaty-
sparks-arms-race-concerns  



 “Baby Nukes: When a little boom is all you need.” Things that Go Boom (podcast). 
March 1, 2021. https://podbay.fm/p/things-that-go-boom  

 “Revenge of Cartography” Bombshell (podcast). War on the Rocks. June 16, 
2020.  https://warontherocks.com/2020/06/revenge-of-cartography/  

o Start listening at 6:30 - 21:00 
 

Monday, Sept. 13 – OSINT and Nuclear/ Radiological Weapons  
 Shea Cotton, Sam Meyer, and Anne Pellegrino. 2018. “CNS Global Incidents and 

Trafficking Database” NTI. https://media.nti.org/documents/global_trafficking_2017.pdf  
o Focus on the summary of findings and policy recs pgs. 1-6, skim rest  

 “Preventing a Dirty Bomb: Why Radiological Security Matters” The Center for Arms 
Control and Non-Proliferation https://armscontrolcenter.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/05/Radiological-Security-Factsheet.pdf 

 Joby Warrick and Loveday Morris. July 22, 2017. “How ISIS Nearly Stumbled on the 
Ingredients for a Dirty Bomb.” Washington Post. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/how-isis-nearly-stumbled-on-
the-ingredients-for-a-dirty-bomb/2017/07/22/6a966746-6e31-11e7-b9e2-
2056e768a7e5_story.html  

 Joshua Pollack’s report from CNS on North Korea (also has dataset): 
https://nonproliferation.org/op43-north-koreas-international-scientific-collaborations-
their-scope-scale-and-potential-dual-use-and-military-significance/  

 China and Nukes: A 2nd New Nuclear Missile Base for China, and Many Questions 
About Strategy https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/26/us/politics/china-nuclear-
weapons.html?referringSource=articleShare 
 

 
Wednesday, Sept. 15 – Chemical and Biological Weapons   

 Complete Biological Weapons Nonproliferation Module: 
https://tutorials.nti.org/biological-weapons-nonproliferation/introduction/  

 Mary Beth D. Nikitin and Cyrus A. Jabbari. 2018. “Resurgence of Chemical Weapons 
Use: Issues for Congress” Congressional Research Service. 
https://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc1228580/m2/1/high_res_d/IN10936_201
8July24.pdf   

 Edith M. Lederer. “Watchdog: Syria has likely used chemical weapons 17 times.” AP. 
https://apnews.com/article/united-nations-middle-east-syria-europe-business-
f82ffb6c25fa46583b16fc2c23614153?utm_source=dailybrief&utm_medium=email&utm
_campaign=DailyBrief2021Jun4&utm_term=DailyNewsBrief  

 Carol Zimmer and James Gorman. June 20, 2021. “The Fight Over Covid’s Origins 
Renews Debates on Risks of Lab Work.” The New York Times. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/20/science/covid-lab-leak-
wuhan.html?searchResultPosition=2  

 
 
Friday, Sept. 17 – Policy Memo 2  

 **Memo uploaded to ELC by start of class  
 5 Oral Briefings 



 
 

Week 5 – Future of Defense & Planning   
 
Monday, Sept. 20 – GWOT & the War in Afghanistan  

 Lecture Videos  
 David Kilcullen. 2017. The Accidental Guerrilla. Hurst: London.  [Excerpts] 

 
Wednesday, Sept. 22 – Evaluating US Withdrawal from Afghanistan  

 Discussion Assignment #3 
 
Friday, Sept. 24 – Military Readiness  

 Staci Pettyjohn, Becca Wasser, and Jennie Matuschak. July 2021. “Risky Business: 
Future Strategy and Force Options for the Department of Defense.” CNAS. https://s3.us-
east-
1.amazonaws.com/files.cnas.org/documents/RiskyBusiness_Budget22_Web.pdf?mtime=
20210720095157&focal=none 

 
 

Week 6 – Terrorism & the Global War on Terror 
 
Monday, Sept. 27 - Assessing Effectiveness: Leadership Decapitation as a CT strategy  

 “Leadership Targeting and Drones: An Effective Counterterrorism Strategy?” Irregular 
Warfare Podcast: https://mwi.usma.edu/leadership-targeting-drones-effective-
counterterrorism-strategy/  

 Bryan C. Price. 2012. “Targeting Top Terrorists: How Leadership Decapitation 
Contributes to Counterterrorism” International Security 36(4): 9-46. 

 
Wednesday, Sept 29 – Collecting and Analyzing Terrorism Data   

 Discussion Assignment #4 
 
Friday, Oct.1 – Policy Brief 1  

 3 Oral Briefings  
 Workshopping Brief Drafts 

 
*Policy Brief 1 due by 11pm Saturday 10/2 to ELC dropbox   
 
 

Week 7 – Trade and Security  
Monday, Oct 4 – Export Controls, Dual-Use Technology, and Supply Chains  

 Rosemarie Frost. “Rare Earth Elements: China’s Monopoly and the Supply Chain Threat 
to US Strategic Systems.” CSIS Project on Nuclear Issues (video).   
https://nuclearnetwork.csis.org/rare-earth-elements-chinas-monopoly-and-the-supply-
chain-threat-to-u-s-strategic-systems/ 



 “Export Controls Are a Defining Instrument of US National Security” Series from CNAS 
(read all 10 commentaries in the series – they’re short!): https://www.cnas.org/export-
controls-are-a-defining-instrument-of-u-s-national-security 

 Jeanne Whalen and Ellen Nakashima. June 3, 2021. “Biden Expands Trump Order by 
Banning US Investment in Chinese Companies Linked to the Military or Surveillance 
Technology.” Washington Post. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2021/06/03/investment-ban-chinese-
surveillance-
tech/?utm_source=dailybrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DailyBrief2021Jun4
  

 
Wednesday, Oct 6 - Explaining the NSC simulation 
 
Friday, Oct. 8 – Alumni Visit  
 

Week 8 – New Threats and New Tools 
 
Monday, October 11 – Security Threats and Emerging Tech 

 Kelley Slayer. “Emerging Military Technologies: Background and Issues for Congress” 
CRS. https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R46458 

 Justin Sherman. April 2, 2020. Unpacking TikTok, Mobile Apps, and National Risks. 
Lawfare (blog). https://www.lawfareblog.com/unpacking-tiktok-mobile-apps-and-
national-security-risks  

 Olivia Shen. 2020. “Getting the Balance Right With Facial Recognition.” CSIS. 
https://www.csis.org/analysis/getting-balance-right-facial-recognition  

 Jonah M. Kessel. Dec 13. 2019. “Killer Robots Aren’t Regulated, Yet” New York Times. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/13/technology/autonomous-weapons-video.html  

o Watch the videos, especially the first one!  
 Maria Cramer. June 3, 2021. “A.I. drone may have acted on it’s own in attacking fighters, 

UN says.” New York Times.  https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/03/world/africa/libya-
drone.html?utm_source=dailybrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DailyBrief202
1Jun4&utm_term=DailyNewsBrief  
 

 
Wednesday, October 13 – “Houston, we have a problem”: Security in Space  

 Todd Harrison. 2020. “International Perspectives on Space Weapons.” Center for 
Strategic and International Studies.  

 “Space Jam” Why it Matters (podcast). CFR. https://www.cfr.org/podcasts/space-
jam?utm_source=dailybrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DailyBrief2020Jul24
&utm_term=DailyNewsBrief  

 Jim Cooper. July 23, 2021. “Updating Space Doctrine: How to avoid World War III.” 
War on the Rocks (blog): https://warontherocks.com/2021/07/updating-space-doctrine-
how-to-avoid-world-war-iii/  
 

Friday, Oct. 15 – Policy Brief 2   
 **Memo uploaded to ELC by start of class  



 5 Oral Briefings 
 

Week 9 & 10 - Human Security 
Monday, Oct. 18 – Human Security  

 Lloyd Axworthy. 2001. “Human Security and Global Governance: Putting People First.” 
Global Governance.  

 Watch “Human Security” from PBS: 
https://gpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/wwp11.socst.world.glob.humsec/human-
security/  

 Calin Trenkov-Wermuth. 2020. “How to put human security at the center of the response 
to Coronavirus” US Institute for Peace. https://www.usip.org/publications/2020/04/how-
put-human-security-center-response-coronavirus  

 
Wednesday, Oct. 20 – Environment and Security  

 “Will Sri Lanka’s Food Security Sink with the X-Press Pearl?” CSIS Commentary. 
https://www.csis.org/analysis/will-sri-lankas-food-security-sink-x-press-pearl  

 Elena Bruess and Joe Snell. “War and the Environment: The Disturbing and Under-
researched Legacy of depleted Uranium Weapons.” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 
(blog).: https://thebulletin.org/2020/07/war-and-the-environment/ 

 “Beyond Yields: Mapping the Many Impacts of Climate on Food Security” CSIS 
Commentary. https://www.csis.org/analysis/beyond-yields-mapping-many-impacts-
climate-food-security 

 “Water Scarcity”. July 2021. CFR’s Why it Matters (podcast). 
https://www.cfr.org/podcasts/water-scarcity  

 
Friday, Oct 22- Migration, Refugees, & Backlash  

 “Refugees and Asylees in the United States.” May 2021. Migration Policy Institute. 
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/refugees-and-asylees-united-states-2021  

 Richard McAlexander. 2019. “Terrorism does increase with immigration – but only 
homegrown right-wing terrorism.” Washington Post (Monkey Cage Blog). 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/07/19/immigration-does-lead-more-
terrorism-by-far-right-killers-who-oppose-immigration/ 

 Dominique Soguel. May 20, 2021. “Why is Denmark trying to send Syrians back to their 
war-torn country?” Christian Science Monitor. 
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2021/0520/Why-is-Denmark-trying-to-send-
Syrians-back-to-their-war-torn-country  

 Jo Becker. 2019. “The Global Machine Behind the Rise of Far Right Nationalism” New 
York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/10/world/europe/sweden-immigration-
nationalism.html  
 

Monday, Oct. 25 – Gender, Peace, and Security 
 Gender & Security. Horns of a Dilemma (podcast). April 16, 2021. 

https://warontherocks.com/2021/04/gender-and-security/  
 Joan Johnson-Freese. Women, Peace, and Security: Moving Implementation Forward. 

War on the Rocks (blog). https://warontherocks.com/2021/07/women-peace-and-security-
moving-implementation-forward 



 Foster, et al. 2019. “Operationalizing a Feminist Foreign Policy: Recommendations for 
the US Government.” One Earth Future.  
https://oursecurefuture.org/sites/default/files/operationalizing-feminist-foreign-policy-
us.pdf  

 
 

Wednesday, Oct. 27 – Alumni Visit  
 Discussion #5   

 
 
Friday, Oct. 29 – No Class: Fall Break  
 

Weeks 11 – 14: The National Security Council Simulation 
 
Monday, Nov 1 – Working on NSC Policy Briefs 

 Extra Office Hours   
 

Wednesday, Nov 3 – NSC Policy Papers Due  
 Professionalization Day  

 
Friday, Nov 5 – Alumni Visit  
 
Monday, Nov 8 – Simulation Day 1 
 
Wednesday, Nov 10– Simulation Day 2 
 
Friday, Nov 12 – Simulation Day 3 
 
Monday, Nov 15 – Simulation Day 4 
 
Wednesday, Nov 17 – Simulation Day 5 
 
Friday, Nov19 - Simulation Day 6  
 
Monday, Nov 22 – Wrapping up NSS  

 NSS finalized by NSC, No POTUS  
 POTUS Final Decisions Released at end of class 
 All NSC reflections due by due by Wed 11/24  

 
Wednesday, Nov 24 & Friday Nov 26 – No Class: Thanksgiving  
 

Weeks 15 & 16: Wrapping Up  
 
Monday, Nov 29 - NSC Simulation Debriefing 

 Read: POTUS’s Decisions & NSS  
 



Wednesday, Dec 1 – Discussing Op-Ed Assignment 
 
Friday, Dec 3 - Alumni visit 
 
Monday, Dec 6 – Op-Ed Draft Due 

 Peer Workshop 
 
Tuesday, Dec 7 – Preparing for Spring   
 

**Final Op-Ed Due Noon Wed 12/15 


