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Jury 8TH THROUGH AUGUsT 28D 2019

GENERAL INFORMATION

INSTRUCTORS Instructor: L.eah Carmichael

EMAIL leahlang@uga.edu

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course serves to provide students with the theoretical underpinnings of
international relations. Upon completion of this course, students will demonstrate the
following abilities:
> Students will be able to review and critically evaluate the major theoretical

approaches the study of international relations.
> Students will be able to use the major theoretical approaches to explain and
analyze contemporary debates and issues in international politics
> Students will be able to synthesize vast amounts of information and to examine
issues from a variety of angles for the larger purposes of providing a clear
position on the issue as well as recommendations for future policy.

ELC

There is not textbook needed for this course. That is 7oz to say we will be covering little
in the course - quite the opposite! That said, I like to generate or compile my own
materials, so that the readings will be extremely relevant to the classes and vice versa.
You will be able to access all the information you need on eL.C. Everything you need for
this course can be located on your eL.C page. For basic instructions on how to us eL.C,
check out this page.

TIMING

All UGA online courses are asynchronous, meaning students do not have to schedule time to
work on the course that corresponds with other students and/or the instructors. Thus each
student can choose when to commit the time to the course within a week. If students have
any questions, communications will take place over email. The course has been designed to
require about 25 hours of commitment from students per week. As noted above, however,

when you complete the work is completely up to you. So long as you finish each module
before each deadline, you can work as you wish (and where you wish)!
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ASSESSMENTS
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In courses, there are generally to types of assessments: formative and summative. Below
is a summary of the four types of assessments given throughout this course. The goal of
Jformative assessments “provide students and teacher with the information they need to
improve the learning process while it’s happening.”! These assessments are meant to
give both student and instructor feedback on the progress of that student towards the
ultimate learning outcomes (mentioned below). There will be two types of formative
assessment during this course: surveys and thought-shares. Each of these categories will
count 25% of your total grade.

/" Surveys (25%): These will mirror an online quiz. That said, instead of being
given grades, students will be graded on their completion of these surveys. That

is, you will receive a 100% if completed, and a zero if not. These grades must be
entered mannally by the instructors, so please allow at least three days after the
deadline to receive a grade. These surveys will also include feedback on the topic,
so students can determine how their answers align with the information given by
the instructor. Survey completion will count toward 25% of your grade.

Thought-Shares (25%): These formative assessments ask students to write a
response to a given prompt. These thoughts will be published for a small group

of students to see as well. Each thought-share will be clearly labeled as such.
Moreover, these assessments will be graded using a holistic rubric (more details
on eL.C). These shares are not graded based on what answer the student gives.
This allows students to be free to respond to the material freely, without worrying
too much over whether they got the correct answer. Instead, the rubric focuses
on the clarity of the writing, the organization of the ideas, whether the student
used clear examples from the course to support their opinions, and whether the
student used correct spelling, formal language, and followed basic grammar rules.
Grades for these assignments will be out of 100% and based on the criteria
included in the holistic rubric. These wust be graded mannally by the instructors, so
please allow at least three days after the deadline to receive a grade. Thought Share
orades will count toward 25% of your overall grade for this course.

Derrell, Tracy. (2015, June 03). Formative vs. Summative Assessment: What's the Difference?. American
Intercontinental Blog. Retrieved from https://www.aiuniv.edu/blog/2015/june/formative-vs-summative
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AsSESSMENTS (CONTINUED)

Unlike formative assessments, which are lower stakes assessments meant to provide
teedback during the learning process, the goal of summative assessments is to evaluate
whether the students reached the learning outcomes in a given module.” In this course,
there will be two types of summative assessments: quizzes and policy briefs.

? Quizzes (25%): Like surveys, quizzes will be taken through eL.C. The key
difference is these will be graded based on the answers chosen rather than on
simply completing the quiz. Like surveys, these quizzes will also provide feedback
on each of the answers after the quiz has been submitted. Each quiz will be
clearly labeled as such and will be graded out of 100%. These can be graded
automatically by eL.C, so you will have your grade immediately. Quiz grades will
count toward 25% of your overall grade for this course.

# Policy Brief (25%): The final summative assessments will be to write policy
briefs. Specifically, students should follow a template (available on el.C). These
briefs will be graded using an analytical rubric that includes the same criteria as
mentioned in the thought-shares as we// as criteria to evaluate the substance of the
content of the brief. Grades for these assignments will be out of 100% and based
on the criteria in the analytical rubric. These must be graded mannally by the
instructors, so please allow a# least five days affer the deadline to receive a grade.
Policy Brief grades will count toward 25% of your overall grade for this course.

ADDITIONAL POLICIES

You are expected to be a good citizen in this course. Meaningful contributions to the overall
quality of the course are most appreciated. Students should also demonstrate academic
integrity. Cases of academic dishonesty will be dealt with according to the University’s

guidelines. Being unfamiliar with the academic honesty policy is not a reasonable explanation
for a violation. The University's policy and procedures for handling cases of suspected

dishonesty can be found at www.uga.edu/ovpi. Finally, UGA online is committed to the
success of all learners, and we strive to create an inclusive and accessible online environment.
In collaboration with the Disability Resource Center, we work with students who have
documentation to access the accommodations and academic supports they need to excel. For
more information or to speak with the Center’s coordinator, please call the Disability
Resource Center at (706) 542-8719, TTY only phone (706) 542-8778.

2 https://www.aiuniv.edu/blog/2015/june/formative-vs-summative
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MODULE Two: FOUNDATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
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MOoDULE THREE: SECURITY IN THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM
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MobDULE FouR: RECIPROCITY IN THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM
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MobDULE FivE: VALUES & BELIEFS IN THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM
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