American National Government
POLS 1101
Fall 2017
Tuesday/Thursday 9:30am-10:45am
Instructor
Dr. A.J. Barghothi
Office:

Baldwin 380G
Office hours:
Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00am-12:00pm (or by appointment)
e-mail:

ajb46734@uga.edu
Course Description:

This course is designed to give you the background information needed to better understand the way our government works.  This course should also give you a framework for which you can better understand the information you receive on a daily basis about government, whether this information comes from newspapers, television, the internet, or friends and family.  In this course we will investigate the history of American government to better gage where we, as a nation have been, and perhaps better guess where the future will take us.
Required Materials:

For this course you will be required to purchase McGraw-Hill Education Connect® access for We The People: An Introduction to American Government 12th edition by Thomas Patterson. You are not required to have a print text and please be aware if you purchase a used textbook you will still need to purchase Connect access.
Connect access can be purchased during registration for the program. If you would like a print version of the text to accompany the Connect program at a later point in the semester a print-upgrade option is available within Connect. This will be a full color binder-ready version of the text and can be purchased from the Connect homepage once you’ve registered. You can find a video demonstrating student registration at: Student Registration through eLearning Commons
Course Requirements & Policies:

· Reading & Reading Assignments:  All reading assignments for this course should be completed within the Connect program.  These reading assignments will also include quizzes designed to ensure your comprehension of the course material.  The reading & quizzes will be accessed via the learnsmart assignments posted in Connect.  You will need to read the chapter & complete the practice section within the assignment to receive credit for these quizzes.  The learnsmart assignments must be completed by the end of the week in which the readings are assigned (see the schedule below).  The completion of the reading assignment quizzes will comprise fourteen percent of your final grade. You can find a video demonstrating these assignments 
at: A Student View of Learnsmart/Smartbook Assignments
· Attendance and Class Participation:  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of every class.  Students are expected to attend all classes as you are responsible for all of the material covered in class on the two tests and the final exam.  If you do miss a class, you should obtain a copy of class notes from a classmate because you are expected to know all course material for the tests and exam.  I will not reply to student emails requesting my notes for missed classes.  Twelve percent of your final grade will be determined by class participation.  All students are expected to thoughtfully participate in class discussion.  Your participation will enhance the class lectures by incorporating your own understanding of readings and any questions or statements you may have about the material.  While attendance is a prerequisite for participation, attendance is not participation.  You should be prepared each class session to be randomly called on to discuss 
specific facts and legal decisions for the cases assigned each day.
The participation portion of your final grade will be based on the following scale and criteria:
· A:  A student attends virtually all class sessions (fewer than two absences) for the full amount of time and participates in class discussions by answering questions and
offering insightful comments or asking questions during most class sessions.

· B:  A student attends a significant portion of class sessions (fewer than four absences) and participates in class discussions by answering questions and offering insightful
comments or asking questions during some class sessions.

· C:  A student misses a significant portion of class sessions (more than four absences) and was only marginally prepared for class and participates in class discussions infrequently—answering questions only when called upon and rarely offering
meaningful comments or questions during class sessions.

· D:  A student misses a significant portion of class sessions (more than six absences) and was only marginally prepared for class and participates in class discussions infrequently—answering questions only when called upon and rarely offering
meaningful comments or questions during class sessions.

· F:  A student misses a significant portion of class sessions (more than eight absences) and was unprepared for class, never participating in class discussions or answering 
questions.

Students will be allowed two unexcused absences during the semester.  Absences will be excused 

for only the following reasons (as verified by the instructor):

· Participation in an authorized University activity (such as musical performances, academic competitions, or varsity athletic events in which the student plays a formal role in a University sanctioned event).

· Required participation in military duties.

· Mandatory admission interviews for professional or graduate school which cannot be rescheduled.

· Participation in legal proceedings or administrative duties that require a student’s presence.

· Death or major illness in a student’s immediate family.

· A religious holy day.

· An illness that is too severe or contagious for the student to attend class.

Every unexcused absence beyond two will result in a five point deduction from the participation 
portion of your final grade.
· Tests and Exams:  Two tests and a final will be given in this course.  Eighteen percent of your final grade will be determined by the first test (tentatively scheduled for Thursday, September 7).  Another twenty-three percent of your final grade will be determined by the second test (tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, October 10).  And thirty-three percent of your final grade will be determined by a comprehensive final exam.  The final exam will be given on the scheduled exam date for this course (Tuesday, December 12—8:00am-11:00am).  Both tests and final exam will integrate materials from class lectures and discussions and readings, and will include true-false, multiple choice, definitions, short answer and short essay questions.  Make-up exams will be given only in extreme circumstances and on a case by case basis at the 
instructor’s convenience.
· Disability Statement:  If you have a physical, learning, or psychological disability and require accommodations, please make me aware of your situation as soon as possible.  You must register with, and provide documentation of your disability to University Disability Resource Center in 

Clark Howell Hall.
· The University of Georgia is built upon a strong foundation of integrity, respect and trust.  All members of the university community have a responsibility to be honest and the right to expect honesty from others.  Any form of academic dishonesty is unacceptable to our community and will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty (including plagiarism and all other offenses listed under University’s policy on academic honesty) will not be tolerated.  Any violations of University policy will be handled through University procedures.  For more information on the University policy see A Culture of Honesty at the University of Georgia issued by the Office of the Vice President for Instruction at: https://ovpi.uga.edu/academic-honesty
Evaluation: 

	Attendance and Participation
	  12.0%
	
	

	Learnsmart Reading Quizzes
	  14.0%
	
	

	Test 1
	  18.0%
	
	

	Test 2
	  23.0%
	
	

	Final Exam
	  33.0%
	
	

	
	100.0%
	
	


Your final grade will be assigned in the following manner:

	A      94-100
	A-      90-93
	

	B+    89-87
	B        83-86
	B-      80-82

	C+    79-77
	C        73-76
	C-      70-72

	D      60-69
	F           0-59
	


Tentative Class Schedule

	Tuesday, August 15
	Class introduction
· Patterson Chapter 1 Political Thinking and Political Culture

	Thursday, August 17
	Political Thinking and Political Culture (continued)

	Tuesday, August 22
	The United States Constitution
· Patterson Chapter 2 Constitutional Democracy

	Thursday, August 24
	The United States Constitution (continued)

	Friday, August 25
	Chapters 1 and 2 Reading Quizzes Due (by 11:59pm)

	Tuesday, August 29
	Federalism
· Patterson Chapter 3 Federalism

	Thursday, August 31
	Federalism (continued)

	Friday, September 1
	Chapter 3 Reading Quiz Due (by 11:59pm)

	Tuesday, September 5
	Test 1 Review

	Thursday, September 7
	Test 1

	Tuesday, September 12
	Public Opinion

· Patterson Chapter 6 Public Opinion and Political Socialization

	Thursday, September 14
	Public Opinion (continued)

	Friday, September 15
	Chapter 6 Reading Quiz Due (by 11:59pm)

	Tuesday, September 19
	Political Participation

· Patterson Chapter 7 Political Participation.

	Thursday, September 21
	Interest Groups

· Patterson Chapter 9 Interest Groups

	Friday, September 22
	Chapters 7 and 9 Reading Quizzes Due (by 11:59pm)

	Tuesday, September 26
	The Media

· Patterson Chapter 10 The News Media

	Thursday, September 28
	Political Parties, Candidates and Elections
· Patterson Chapter 8 Political Parties, Candidates and Campaigns

	Friday, September 29
	Chapters 8 and 10 Reading Quizzes Due (by 11:59pm)

	Tuesday, October 3
	Political Parties, Candidates and Elections

	Thursday, October 5
	Test 2 Review

	Tuesday, October 10
	Test 2

	Thursday, October 12
	The Legislative Branch

· Patterson Chapter 11 Congress

	Tuesday, October 17
	The Legislative Branch (continued)

	Thursday, October 19
	The Legislative Branch (continued)

	Friday, October 20
	Chapter 11 Reading Quiz Due (by 11:59pm)

	Tuesday, October 24
	The President and the Executive Branch

· Patterson Chapter 12 The Presidency

	Thursday, October 26
	The President and the Executive Branch (continued)

	Tuesday, October 31
	The President and the Executive Branch (continued)

· Patterson Chapter 13 The Federal Bureaucracy

	Thursday, November 2
	The President and the Executive Branch (continued)

	Friday, November 3
	Chapters 12 and 13 Reading Quizzes Due (by 11:59pm)

	Tuesday, November 7
	The Federal Judicial Branch 

· Patterson Chapter 14 The Federal Judicial System

	Thursday, November 9
	The Federal Judicial Branch (continued)

	Friday, November 10
	Chapter 14 Reading Quiz Due (by 11:59pm)

	Tuesday, November 14
	Civil Liberties

· Patterson Chapter 4 Civil Liberties

	Thursday, November 16
	Civil Liberties (continued)

	Friday, November 17
	Chapter 4 Reading Quiz Due (by 11:59pm)

	Tuesday, November 20
	No Class—Thanksgiving

	Thursday, November 23
	No Class—Thanksgiving


	Tuesday, November 28
	Civil Rights

· Patterson Chapter 5 Equal Rights

	Thursday, November 30
	Civil Rights (continued_

	Friday, December 1
	Chapter 5 Reading Quiz Due (by 11:59pm)

	Tuesday, December 5
	Final Review

	Tuesday, December 12

8:00am-11:00am
	Final Exam
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