
U.S. Presidency
POLS 4610, Fall 2016

MWF 12:20-1:10

Instructor: Ryan D. Williamson Room: Fine Arts 201
email: ryandw10@uga.edu Office: BofA 404
Website: ryandwilliamson.com Office hours: MWF 11:10-12:10

Course Description and Goals

This course is designed to give students an introduction to different facets of the American
presidency. Among the topics included in this course are the Constitutional foundations
of presidential power, how the President interacts with other entities (like Congress and
the public), the President’s role in policy making, and how the President is elected. By the
end of the semester, students should be able to describe the powers and limitations of the
presidency, explain each of the different roles the President must play, as well as apply
knowledge gained from readings and discussions to stories presented in the news.

Required texts

- Pika, Joseph A., John Anthony Maltese, and Andrew Rudalevige. 2016. The Politics
of the Presidency. Ninth Edition. ISBN: 9781483375632

- Edwards, George C. III. 2004. Why the Electoral College is Bad for America. Second
Edition. ISBN: 9780300166491

Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the UGA Disabilities Services office
will be accommodated according to university policy. If you have documentation for ac-
commodations from Disabilities Services, please present it to me as soon as possible. For
more information, contact Disabilities Services at 706-542-8719. If you cannot reach the
classroom or my office, please notify me as soon as possible so that alternative arrange-
ments can be made.

Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is a core value of institutions of higher learning. All students, upon
enrolling, must pledge: “I will be academically honest in all of my academic work and
will not tolerate academic dishonesty of others.” It is your responsibility to avoid plagia-
rism, cheating, and dishonesty. The university policy on academic integrity is posted at
the Academic Honesty page. To qualify the application of the policy in this course: tests
and written assignments should be your own work, while studying and class preparation
can (and should) be done with others.
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http://www.ryandwilliamson.com/
https://ovpi.uga.edu/academic-honesty


Course Requirements and Evaluation

Attendance 10 percent
Participation 10 percent
Writing Assignments 30 percent
Midterm 25 percent
Final 25 percent

Attendance: Each student will be granted 3 unexcused absences. After those are ex-
hausted, the attendance grade will be a proportion of all classes attended. For example,
a student who attends all classes will received all 10 points. A student who attended all
but 3 classes will also receive all 10 points. A student who missed more than 3 classes but
had a university approved excuse will also receive all 10 points. However, a student who
used both “freebies” but also missed 10 percent of the classes will only receive 90 percent
of the available points, or 9 out of 10 points.

Participation: Each student is expected to arrive on time and to have completed the as-
signed reading beforehand. Students who consistently attend class and demonstrate com-
pletion and understanding of the material through class discussion can expect to receive
most, if not all, of the available points. A detailed rubric can be found on page 4.

Writing Assignments: Each student will be asked to write four 750-900 word papers that
will be worth a total of 30 points toward their final grade. Each assignment will summa-
rize one week’s readings, but full credit will be reserved for papers that provide a clear
and concise summary and discuss how that week’s readings relate to other material pre-
viously covered. At least 2 of the 4 assignments should be completed and turned in before
October 5. Once a week has been covered, students can no longer turn in a paper on those
readings. Papers should be typed, double spaced, and printed using 12 point Times New
Roman font. Spelling, grammar, formatting, and punctuation will all be factored into the
paper’s grade. A detailed rubric can be found on page 4.

Midterm: There will be one midterm exam administered during the semester. This exam
will consist of a small number of short answer prompts and will be related to readings
and discussion from all previous class meetings. Make-up exams will only be given to
students who provide university approved excuses. Any potential conflicts should be
cleared with the instructor as soon as possible.

Final: The final will be formatted similarly to the midterm and will only cover material
since the midterm. Make-up finals will only be given to students who provide university
approved excuses. Any potential conflicts should be cleared with the instructor as soon
as possible.
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Overall Grades

Grades are constructed to reflect the university standards posted online at this page.
Grades will be based on how many points you earn according to the following distri-
bution:

A- = 90-93 A = 94-100
B- = 80-83 B = 84-86 B+ = 87-89
C- = 70-73 C = 74-76 C+ = 77-79
D = 60-69
F = 0-59

How to Succeed in this Course

- Be respectful of your own and others’ ideas.

- Attend class consistently.

- Keep up with the readings.

- If something is not clear, ask a question.

- Clarify expectations with the instructor.

- Utilize all resources available to you.

Student Resources

You can increase your chance of success in this course by using UGA’s academic services.
The Academic Resource Center offers tutoring in Study Strategies that can help with test
preparation and in Writing. You can set an appointment at this page. You also may check
out opportunities at the Miller Learning Center and the Writing Center.
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http://mlc.uga.edu/
http://writingcenter.english.uga.edu/


Participation Rubric

A Student attends every class while consistently demonstrating that he or she has
completed and understands the assigned readings by participating in class
discussion meaningfully.

B Student only attends most class meetings while completing all readings and
actively participating in a meaningful way.

C Student has perfect attendance but regularly fails to demonstrate completion of
readings or participate in any meaningful way.

D Student only attends most class meetings and regularly fails to demonstrate
completion of readings or participate in any meaningful way.

F Student misses classes regularly, does not complete assigned readings, does not
engage in class discussion meaningfully, or is disruptive or disrespectful.

Writing Assignment Rubric

A Student clearly and concisely summarizes each of the week’s assigned readings.
Additionally, he or she has discussed at length how the readings relate to one
another as well as any relevant readings from previous weeks. The paper will be
organized in a coherent manner, properly formatted, and will be free of any
spelling and grammatical errors.

B Student fails to meet one of the above criteria.

C Student fails to meet multiple criteria listed above.

D Student fails to meet any of the listed criteria.

F Student fails to complete the assignment.
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Course Schedule
Aug. 12 Introduction

Syllabus
Aug. 15 - Aug. 19 The Presidency and the Constitution

U.S. Constitution
Politics of the Presidency Chapter 1

Aug. 22 - Aug. 26 Challenges and Opportunities of a New President
Politics of the Presidency Chapter 11
Frendreis et al. (2001)
Neustadt (2001)

Aug. 31 - Sept. 2 Electing the President
Politics of the Presidency Chapter 2
Abramowitz (2012)
Erikson and Wlezien (2012)
Hibbs (2012)
Norpoth and Bednarczuk (2012)
No Class on Sept. 2: Professor at Conference
Time for Change 2016 Prediction

Sept. 5 - Sept. 9 The Electoral College
Why the Electoral College is Bad for America
No Class on Sept. 5: Labor Day

Sept. 12 - Sept. 16 The President and the Economy
Politics of the Presidency Chapter 9
The Message Matters excerpt
Binder and Watson (2016)

Sept. 19 - Sept. 23 The President and the Media
Politics of the Presidency Chapter 3
Clayman et al. (2010)

Sept. 26 - Sept. 30 The President and the Public
Politics of the Presidency Chapter 4
Druckman and Holmes (2004)
Reeves and Rogoswki (2015)
Gallup Presidential Job Approval Center

Oct. 3 - Oct. 7 Midterm Week
Oct. 3 TBD
Oct. 5 Midterm Review
Oct. 7 Midterm Exam
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http://pollyvote.com/en/components/econometric-models/time-for-change-model
http://www.gallup.com/poll/124922/presidential-job-approval-center.aspx


Course Schedule Continued
Oct. 10 - Oct. 14 Executive Politics

Politics of the Presidency Chapter 6
Rogowski (2015)

Oct. 17 - Oct. 21 Legislative Politics
Politics of the Presidency Chapter 5
Canes-Wrone and de Marchi (2002)
Eshbaugh-Soha (2010)

Oct. 24 - Oct. 28 Judicial Politics
Politics of the Presidency Chapter 7
Boyd et al. (2015)
Madonna et al. (2016)
No Class on Oct. 28: Fall Break

Oct. 31- Nov. 4 Unilateral Powers
Moe and Howell (1999)
Black et al. (2007)
Reeves and Rogowski (2016)

Nov. 7 - Nov. 11 The President and Foreign Policy
Politics of the Presidency Chapter 10
Wildavsky (1966)
Canes-Wrone et al. (2008)

Nov. 14 - Nov. 18 The President and Domestic Policy
Politics of the Presidency Chapter 8
Baker and Oneal (2001)

Nov. 21 - Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Break
No Class

Nov. 28 - Dec. 2 TBD
TBD

Dec. 5 Final Exam Review
Dec. 7 12:00-3:00

All dates and assignments are subject to change.
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