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Instructor: Anthony Madonna
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I. Introduction

a. clip
b. news
c. polls
d. website
e. Note taker
f. last week
g. sign-in

II. Background
a. On Ellis…
b. Timeline
c. The Founders
d. Electoral College

III. The Revolution
a. Washington on why 
they succeeded
b. “Great men?”
c. The topic’s appeal
d. Lingering Shadows

IV. How Did they Do it?
a. Fame (Adair)
b. Time (Wood)
c. Provincialism (Bailyn)
d. Diversity (Ellis)

V. The Founding
a. “Prudence”
b. First Continental Congress
c. Coercive Acts and Concord

VI. Second Continental Congress
a. Radicals v. moderates
b. Prohibitory Act
c. Declaration of Independence
d. Unanimity
e. Common Sense

VII. Revolution
a. colonial assets
b. colonial weaknesses

VIII. The Articles of Confederation
a. What they allowed
b. What they didn’t
c. problems

IX. Developments
a. MS Navigation Rights
b. Shays Rebellion
c. Annapolis Convention
d. Washington’s Support

X. Governments
a. Confederation
b. Federal System
c. Unitary

XI. Conclusion
a. Dougherty and Robertson
b. Questions? Angry Rants?
c. Have a great week!
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News
A longstanding conceit of conservative thought, which has 
returned with new force during the Obama years, is that 
conservatism is the authentic heir to the vision of the Founders. 
(See, for example, Paul Ryan's recent op-ed, which offhandedly 
describes his own polices, in contrast with President Obama's, as 
consistent with "the Founders' vision.") One can see this in a 
dispute between liberal writer Jonathan Cohn, who complains 
that the Senate gives disproportionate power to rural, 
conservative voters, and conservative Philip Klein, who rebukes 
Cohn by instructing him that the Founders Wanted It This Way:

In Federalist No. 62, Madison addressed the structure of the Senate specifically, writing that “the equal 
vote allowed to each State is at once a constitutional recognition of the portion of sovereignty remaining 
in the individual States, and an instrument for preserving that residuary sovereignty. So far the equality 
ought to be no less acceptable to the large than to the small States; since they are not less solicitous to 
guard, by every possible expedient, against an improper consolidation of the States into one simple 
republic.” He went on to explain, “Another advantage accruing from this ingredient in the constitution of 
the Senate is, the additional impediment it must prove against improper acts of legislation.”

It is true that the Founders agreed to create a Senate that gave every state equal voting rights regardless of 
population. It is not true that Madison — or Alexander Hamilton, whom Klein also quotes — wanted it 
this way. Madison, Hamilton, and most of the figures we regard as the Founders despised the idea of one 
state, one vote. They put it in the Constitution for the same reason they put in the three-fifths clause —
because they were politicians, and they had to accept a noxious compromise or the whole deal would have 
fallen apart.

News

A series of suspicious fires early Saturday at the Washington Marriott Wardman
Park hotel in Northwest forced guests from their rooms into smoky corridors 
and onto the grounds of the hotel in the pre-dawn darkness. The fires occurred in 
the midst of the annual meeting and exhibition of the American Political Science 
Association, a major gathering of 6,000 people at three Washington hotels and 
headquartered at the Marriott, in Woodley Park.

"Almost a year since the last partial government shutdown began, many House 
Republicans say they have little desire to start another," the Wall Street Journal reports.  
"With one month before the government's funding runs out on Sept. 30, Republicans 
said they expect to pass a short-term spending measure to prevent a high-stakes clash 
just before November's midterm elections... Several members also said their desire to 
avoid legislative feuding in September extends to the Export-Import Bank, a federal 
trade agency that supports U.S. exporters and whose charter expires at month's end." 

Washington Post: "The 2010 Supreme Court decision that helped usher in a new era of 
political spending gave Republicans a measurable advantage on Election Day, 
according to a new study.“ "The advantage isn't large, but it is statistically significant: 
The researchers found the ruling, in Citizens United v. FEC, was associated with a six 
percentage-point increase in the likelihood that a Republican candidate would win a 
state legislative race.” "And in six of the most affected states -- Michigan, Minnesota, 
Montana, North Carolina, Ohio and Tennessee -- the probability that a Republican 
would be elected to a state legislative seat increased by 10 percentage points or more. 
In five other states -- Colorado, Iowa, Texas, Wisconsin and Wyoming -- Republican 
candidates were seven percentage points more likely to win." 

News

President Obama "is considering a delay of his most controversial proposals to 
revamp immigration laws through executive action until after the midterm 
elections in November, mindful of the electoral peril for Democratic Senate 
candidates," the New York Times reports. "The president vowed in late June to 
act unilaterally, declaring a deep frustration with what he termed Republican 
obstruction in Congress... But now Mr. Obama and his aides appear to be 
stepping back from a firm commitment to that timing, a move that could draw 
fire from immigration advocacy groups who are expecting decisive action soon." 

Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL) "is singing a new tune on immigration as he eyes a possible 
2016 presidential run, but it may not be enough to win over disaffected conservatives 
just yet," The Hill reports.  "Rubio was a leading champion of the comprehensive 
immigration reform bill that passed the Senate last year. But in a letter to President 
Obama and a series of four media interviews this week, he made clear that he now 
favors additional measures to secure the border before there is even talk of a pathway 
to legal status for those in the country illegally." 

A new Rasmussen survey in Arkansas finds Sen. Mark Pryor (D) barely ahead 
of challenger Tom Cotton (R) in the U.S. Senate race, 44% to 43%. 

A detailed report commissioned by two major Republican groups paints a 
dismal picture for Republicans, concluding female voters view the party as 
"intolerant," "lacking in compassion" and "stuck in the past," Politico 
reports. "Women are 'barely receptive' to Republicans' policies, and the party 
does "especially poorly" with women in the Northeast and Midwest... It was 
presented to a small number of senior aides this month on Capitol Hill, 
according to multiple sources involved." 
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News

Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) "is expanding his political operation, a move sure to stoke 
speculation that the Texas Republican plans to run for president in 2016," the 
Washington Examiner reports. "In recent weeks, the Cruz team signed contracts 
with three Republican consultants with national experience and ties to some of 
the early presidential primary states."

Alan Abramowitz: "An analysis of data from the 2012 American 
National Election Study raises serious doubts about the claim that a 
candidate with libertarian views would have strong appeal to younger 
voters. In fact, the data indicate that younger voters tend to hold 
relatively liberal views on social welfare as well as cultural issues. 
Only a small minority of voters under the age of 30 can be classified 
as libertarians. Moreover, both younger and older Americans who 
hold libertarian views already vote overwhelmingly for Republican 
candidates, so nominating a candidate with a libertarian philosophy 
would be unlikely to gain many votes for the GOP." 

Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal (R) has come under fire after making a 
statement that a Hispanic student attending a forum was an illegal 
immigrant, WGCL-TV reports.  Said Deal: "There's a fundamental 
problem that can only be resolved at the Congressional level and that is to 
deal with the issue of children, and I presume you probably fit the 
category, children who were brought here.“ The student responded: "I'm 
not an illegal immigrant. I'm not. I don't know why you would have 
thought that I was undocumented. Was it because I look Hispanic?" 

Labor Day
Ezra Klein, vox: Labor Day is a day of rest that commemorates years 
of war. Congress inaugurated the holiday just days after President 
Grover Cleveland sent 12,000 federal troops to break the Pullman 
strike. The tactics were bloody; U.S. deputy marshals killed two men, 
and wounded many more.  That was 1894, an election year. Cleveland 
needed a way to win workers back to his side. He saw an opportunity 
in a federal holiday honoring workers — as well as organized labor.

"The movement for a national Labor Day had been growing for some 
time," writes PBS Newshour. "In September 1892, union workers in 
New York City took an unpaid day off and marched around Union 
Square in support of the holiday. But now, protests against President 
Cleveland's harsh methods made the appeasement of the nation's 
workers a top political priority. In the immediate wake of the strike, 
legislation was rushed unanimously through both houses of Congress, 
and the bill arrived on President Cleveland's desk just six days after his 
troops had broken the Pullman strike.“

Samuel Gompers, head of the American Federation of Labor, said 
Labor Day would be "the day for which the toilers in past centuries 
looked forward, when their rights and their wrongs would be 
discussed.“ He did not say it would be a good day for barbecues.

Labor Day

A simple place to start the discussion of rights and wrongs is with Labor Day itself. Labor Day is a 
federal holiday, which means that federal employees get the day off, and some federally chartered 
businesses have to give their employees the day off. But there's no guarantee that workers in private 
businesses will get the day off with pay — Time reports that data collected by Bloomberg BNA 
shows roughly 40 percent of employers require some employees to come into work on Labor Day.

It's not just Labor Day. The United States is the only developed country in the world that doesn't 
guarantee workers in private businesses any paid days off at all, as this chart from the Center for 
Economic and Policy Research shows.
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Labor Day

Vox -- Labor day isn't just an excuse for millions of workers to have a three-day weekend. It began as 
a union holiday, an American counterpart to the International Workers Day of May 1st. But while the 
holiday endures, unions are increasingly becoming a thing of the past in the US. Here's a chart-filled 
rundown of how unions' place in the US has fallen off over the years, and what that means. Just 30 
years ago, around 1 in 5 workers was a union member. Today, it's just over 1 in 10, around 11.3 
percent as of 2013. The cause of the decline is subject to heated debate. One reason may be new 
right-to-work laws — five states have added right-to-work laws since 1980. Some have argued that 
unions simply don't appeal to young workers like they once did.

News
Josh Barro, the Upshot: Burger King has agreed to buy Tim Hortons, and has 
announced its intent to locate the headquarters of the combined company in Canada. 
This sounds like another tax inversion: a transaction in which an American company 
combines with a smaller foreign competitor, allowing it to move its tax residency 
abroad while keeping the bulk of its operations in the United States. But here’s a 
surprising fact: Tim Hortons is, by some measures, bigger than Burger King. The 
company, a Canadian coffee-and-doughnuts concern, had $3 billion in revenue in 
2013 (that is, $3.3 billion Canadian), while Burger King’s was just $1.1 billion. 

David Leonhardt, the Upshot: Any one of five or six campaigns could 
determine which party wins control of the Senate in November. Yet the race in 
Iowa is worth an extra dash of attention, not only because it’s been among the 
most entertaining – full of target practice, hog castration and the Koch 
brothers – but also because of the ideological distance between the two 
candidates. It’s even bigger than in many other races.

Andrew Rudalevige, the Monkey Cage: It’s no secret that President Obama is not getting 
much love as his second term progresses. In a recent Post op-ed, former Clinton and 
Obama (and Harvard) official Larry Summers suggests the checkered history of second 
terms itself calls out for a fix. One answer to the second-term blues is, well, to eliminate 
second terms. “Would the U.S. government function better,” Summers asks, “if presidents 
were limited to one term, perhaps of six years?”  I’d also proffer the case against term 
limits made back at the framing of the Constitution. (Remember that the two-term limit 
took effect only in 1951 when the 22nd Amendment was ratified, having been passed by 
the Republican-controlled 80th Congress — not doing nothing! — in 1947 as belated 
revenge for FDR’s four electoral victories. The first president affected was Dwight 
Eisenhower, whom many in the GOP soon wished could run for a third term.)

Polls

The uncertainty in the margin of error reflects our uncertainty about how well our 
statistical sample will represent the entire population. Other sources of 
uncertainty, not captured by the margin of error, might include the possibility 
that people lie to the pollster, are uncertain of what the question means, don’t 
actually have an opinion, etc. It might also reflect uncertainty about whether 
the poll question fully captures how people will vote (i.e., there may be 
variance in weather, events, etc. leading up to the election that will change 
thing). 
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Polls

So what can we say about this poll first poll?

Obama 46 – McCain 47 (WSJ/NBC) +/- 3.3 

We can conclude with X% confidence (usually 95) that McCain is favored by 
between 43.7% and 50.3% of voters. Similarly we can conclude with 95% 
confidence that Obama is favored by between 42.7% and 49.3% of voters. 
Thus, we cannot conclude with 95% confidence that either of them is favored. 

Polls

To properly evaluate polls you should 
know (1) how to read the poll, (2) the 
margin of error for said poll, (3) the 
types of questions asked, (4) the types 
of people surveyed and (5) the 
conditions under which they were 
surveyed.  

In short, much like everything in politics, 
you should be VERY skeptical about 
outlying polls or polls with weak 
theoretical evidence.

Polls

A new survey by Penn, Schoen and Berland Associates for the AARP 
reveals widespread uncertainty about the nature of the "public option" --
a government-run health insurance policy that would be offered along 
with private policies in the newly-created health insurance exchanges. 
Just 37 percent of the poll's respondents correctly identified the public 
option from a list of three choices provided to them: 

It is tempting to attribute these results to attempts by conservatives to 
blur the distinctions of the health care debate. And surely that is part of 
the story. But it may not be all that much of it. Democrats were more 
likely than Republicans to correctly identify the public option in this 
poll, but not by all that wide a margin -- 41 percent versus 34 percent. 
Meanwhile, 35 percent of Republicans thought the public option refers to 
"creating a national healthcare system like they have in Great Britain" --
but so did 23 percent of Democrats. 

This should serve as something of a reality check for people on both 
sides of the public option debate. If the respondents had simply chosen 
randomly among the three options provide to them, 33 percent would 
have selected the correct definition for the public option. Instead, only 37 
percent did (although 23 percent did not bother to guess). This is mostly
a debate being had among policy elites and the relatively small fraction 
of the public that is highly knowledgeable and engaged about health care 
reform; for most others, the details are lost on them. –
Fivethirtyeight.com
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Timeline
1754 – 1763 – French and Indian War
1765 – Stamp Act
1770 – Boston Massacre
1773 – Boston Tea Party
1774 – First Continental Congress
1775 – Coercive Acts
1775 – Concord
1775 – Prohibitory Act
1776 – Declaration signed
1776 – Common Sense published
1777 – Washington crosses the Delaware
1778 – French Alliance formed
1781 – Battle of Yorktown
1781 – Articles of the Confederation Signed
1784 – Treaty of Paris ratified
1786-1787 – Shays’ Rebellion
1786 – Annapolis Convention
1787 – Constitutional Convention
1788 – Constitution Ratified
2009 – Prof. Madonna takes wife on romantic 
vacation to see Liberty Bell, is frequently 
reminded that his brother-in-law took his 
sister-in-law to the Caribbean

The Founders…

Washington: mediocre general, prudent leader, great imagery, walked 
away when most thought he would not.

The Founders…

Adams: “real”, excellent policy-
mind, tireless worker, 
emotional, mediocre 
politically

Jefferson: excellent politically, brilliant 
writer, inconsistent implementer of 
policy, mediocre leader, poor 
businessman
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The Founders…

Franklin: The “American”, respected 
scientifically as well as politically, very 
astute politically, great writer, opposed to 
slavery, getting older…

The Founders…

Hamilton: The “money man”, 
excellent policy-mind, inspiring 
upbringing, inferiority complex, 
politically rash

Madison: Political mastermind, mediocre 
President, greater writer, savvy 
predictor, "if god was in the details, 
Madison was there to meet him at the 
door.”

The Founders…

Burr, Rush, Monroe…One of them is almost always there.
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The Road to Independence

“I shall have a great advantage over you, Mr. Gerry, when we are all 
hung for what we are doing now.  From the size and weight of my 
body I shall die in a few minutes, but from the lightness of your body 
you will dance in the air an hour or two before you are dead.” –
Benjamin Harrison, Virginia (quoted in Ellis).

Conclusion

Have a great day.


