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Problems in Democratic Thought
Social Justice
Inequalities of income and employment opportunity; deprivations arising from poverty and disability; the sufferings of victims of oppression--all of these are routinely denounced as unjust.  What fundamental interests must an acceptable theory of justice protect?  What is the legitimate jurisdiction of such a theory?

In particular, what aspects of a person's condition should count in a fundamental way for a theory of justice?  Since the publication of Rawls' A Theory of Justice in 1971, the question has been the subject of a continuous stream of articles, monographs and extended studies.  Robert Nozick, Michael Walzer, and T. M. Scanlon, along with Jurgen Habermas, Ronald Dworkin, Martha Nussbaum, David Gauthier and Brian Barry, have contributed seminal work during the 1980s and 1990s.  Research interest in the area continues to accumulate momentum, with new books by Barry, Dworkin, Rawls and Scanlon published in the last three years.  

This course will explore the theoretical basis for claims about justice.  When we claim that a policy is unjust, what kind of a judgment are we making?  If a policy is unjust, what reason does that give us to oppose the policy?  Should the rules and institutions that govern the distribution of social goods be designed to maximize social utility; or does justice require rules and institutions that can be justified to the persons who are subject to the rules?  What kind of arguments might such persons be willing to accept?  The course will focus on the works of John Rawls, the leading contemporary theorist of justice, and will examine contrasting views in the work of Robert Nozick and T. M. Scanlon.  

These texts are available at the University Bookstore:

John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (Harvard University Press)

Robert Nozick, Anarchy, State and Utopia (Basic Books)

John Rawls, Political Liberalism (Columbia University Press)

T. M. Scanlon, What We Owe to Each Other (Harvard University Press)

I.   Justice as Fairness

A15  Introduction  

A22  A Theory of Justice, pp. 3-46
Thomas Nagel, "Rawls on Justice," pp. 1-16

Ronald Dworkin, "The Original Position," pp. 16-53
Norman Daniels, "Wide reflective equilibrium and theory acceptance 
in ethics," pp. 21-40
Joshua Cohen, “For a Democratic Society,” pp 86-138
T. M. Scanlon, “Rawls on Justification,” pp. 139-167 
A29   A Theory of Justice, pp. 46-93
T. M. Scanlon, "Rawls's Theory of Justice," pp. 169-205

G. A. Cohen, "Where the Action Is: On the Site of Distributive 


Justice"
Norman Daniels, “Democratic Equality,” pp. 241-276
S5 
A Theory of Justice, pp. 102-122, 130-139, 144-149, 153-160 
Allen Buchanan, "The Unsoundness of the Maximin Argument", pp. 26-35

Joshua Cohen, "Democratic Equality," pp. 727-751

S12
Rawls Overview 
II.   Entitlement Theory
S19
Anarchy, State and Utopia, pp. ix-xvi, 3-25, 149-167

S26
Anarchy, State and Utopia, pp. 167-213

O3
Anarchy, State and Utopia, pp. 213-232
O10
Anarchy, State and Utopia, pp. 213-232

III. Political Liberalism
O17
A Theory of Justice, pp. 347, 450, 456-74, 480-86, 491-505, 506-14

O24   Political Liberalism, pp. 1-46—PAPER PROPOSAL DUE
 Thomas Nagel, "Moral Conflict and Political Legitimacy"

 Clark Wolf, "Fundamental Rights, Reasonable Pluralism, and the      Moral Commitments of Liberalism," pp. 102-124

O31
Political Liberalism, pp. 47-88

Samuel Scheffler, "The Appeal of Political Liberalism," pp. 4-22

Onora O'Neill, "Ethical Reasoning and Ideological Pluralism," pp. 
705-723
Alexander Kaufman, “Rawls’s Practical Conception of Justice,” pp. 
23-43
Samuel Freeman, "Political Liberalism and the possibility of a Just Democratic Constitution," pp. 619-668


N7
Political Liberalism, pp. 89-130—PAPER DRAFT DUE

Leif Wenar, "Political Liberalism: An Internal Critique," 

pp. 32-62

Norman Daniels, Reflective Equilibrium and Justice as Political," pp. 127-153
Joshua Cohen, "Moral pluralism and political consensus," 

pp. 270-288

IV. Contractualism
N14
What We Owe to Each Other, pp. 17-77
N21
No class

N28
What We Owe to Each Other, pp. 78-107
D12
Final Paper Due
Requirements
The course will be conducted in a seminar format.  It is imperative that students come to class well-prepared to discuss the readings.  The grade will be based on class participation (including one presentation) (25%), weekly submission of research issues, and a 15-25 page paper (75%), due the last class meeting, and addressing issues discussed in the course and readings.  A paper proposal will be due on October 12; and a draft should be submitted for comments on November 9.

The course syllabus is a general plan for the course; deviations announced to the class by the instructor may be necessary.
Grades
The paper will constitute 80% of the course grade.  Participation in discussion will constitute 20% of the grade.  The instructor reserves the right to raise the letter grades of students who have participated exceptionally well over the course of the semester.  Attendance is mandatory, and the instructor reserves the right to make up to a ten percent reduction in the overall paper grade in the case of poor attendance.  Assignments handed in late will be subject to significant grading penalties.  

Finally, you are bound by the University's conduct regulations concerning academic honesty.  In the context of this course, the inaccurate presentation of written materials as your original work would constitute academic dishonesty.   All academic work must meet the standards contained in a culture of honesty.  Students are responsible for informing themselves about those standards before performing any academic work.   
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