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We welcome Professor Ross Rubenstein, distinguished scholar 
of education policy and finance, back to our campus.

No. 4 in  
Public Finance  
and Budgeting

– U.S. News &  
World Report

Learn more about the company  
we keep at aysps.gsu.edu.

Along with eminent public sector economists:

 Roy W. Bahl

 Sally Wallace

 Jorge Martinez-Vazquez

 David Sjoquist

Rubenstein also becomes the fourth fellow of the 
National Academy of Public Administration at the 
Andrew Young School, joining Hildreth, Willoughby 
and Gregory B. Lewis, department chair.

ANDREW  YOUNG SCHOOL
 O F  P O L I C Y  S T U D I E S

We arethe company
we keep.

Rubenstein bolsters our strength in public 
finance and budgeting, joining public 
administration faculty such as:

  W. Bartley Hildreth 
Executive Director, National Tax Association

  Katherine Willoughby 
Past Chair, Association for Budgeting  
and Financial Management

  Carolyn Bourdeaux 
Chair-elect, Association for Budgeting  
and Financial Management

AYS 2015 ABFM Conf Ad_v2.indd   1 9/23/15   7:46 AM



www.american.edu/spa

 A M E R I C A N  U N I V E R S I T Y

School of Public Affairs

Chris  
Birdsall  

Public Management,  
Performance Management,  
Higher Education  

Chengcheng  
(Aviva) Liu  

Comparative/International 
Public Management, Human 
Resources and Health Care  

Nadeen  
Makhlouf
 

Global Governance and  
Social Policy

Rhucha 
Samudra  

Poverty and Social  
Welfare Policy

WELCOME 
New SPA Faculty

Khaldoun AbouAssi Dave Marcotte Albert C. Hyde

Yusra  
Shawar  

Global Health Governance  
and Policy 

Matthew 
Vanderschuere  

Public and Human  
Resource Management  

Katie  
Vinopal 
   

Education, Family, and Health 
Policy and Administration   

Rebecca  
Yurman 
   

Government Contracting,  
Federalism Regulatory Policy    

ANNOUNCING the next generation of public administration scholars prepared  
to lead in diverse fields of management and public policy research.  
SPA is celebrating eight PhD Students on the job market. 
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truman.missouri.edu  |  truman@missouri.edu  |  573-884-3304

The Truman School offers the knowledge 
and skills necessary to succeed

• Consistently ranked as a top program by US News
• Innovative MPA curriculum
• Accomplished and committed faculty
• Diverse student population
• Rigorous and relevant research opportunities

Degrees that make a difference
• Master of Public Affairs (MPA)

• Full time on-campus 

• Mid-career online

• Mid-career 
• Ph.D. in Public Affairs
• Certificate programs

• Grantsmanship

• Nonprofit Management

• Organizational Change 

• Public Management

• Science and Public Policy

Faculty
Barton Wechsler, Dean 
Guy B. Adams 
Seth Allcorn
Claire Altman
Irma Arteaga
Jen-Hao Chen
Emily R. Crawford
Bradley Curs
Brian Dabson
Rajeev Darolia
Brady Deaton
Michael Diamond
Sarah Diem
A. Cooper Drury
Carrie M. Duncan 
Karen Edison
Christopher Fulcher 
Emily Gustafson
Colleen Heflin 
Scott H. Holan 
Angela M. Hull 

Thomas G. Johnson
Lael Keiser
Mirae Kim
Peter Klein
Cory Koedel
Amy S. McCombs
Ronald McGarvey
Charles Menifield 
Peter Mueser
Amanda Murdie
Blake A. Naughton
Clark Peters
Michael Podgursky
Stephanie Potochnick
Alasdair Roberts
Charles L. Sampson
James K. Scott
Judith Stallman
Mary Stegmaier
Christopher K. Wikle



3



4

2 0 1 5  A B F M  A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E

SPONSORS

The Association for Budgeting & Financial Management expresses its great appreciation to the 
following sponsors of our 2015 Conference.

PLATINUM

SILVER
Arizona State University, School of Public Affairs

George Washington University, Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and Public Administration
New York University, Wagner School of Public Service  Rutgers University–Newark, School of Public Affairs and Administration

University of Central Florida  University of Georgia, School of Public and International Affairs
University of Kentucky, Martin School of Public Policy and Administration  University of Missouri–Columbia

Wichita State University, Hugo Wall School of Public Affairs

BRONZE
Cleveland State University  Grand Valley State University, School of Public, Nonprofit, and Health Administration

Journal of Public Budgeting, Accounting and Financial Management (PrAcademics Press)  Old Dominion University
SAGE Publications  University of Connecticut, Department of Public Policy

University of Delaware, School of Public Policy and Administration
University of Kansas, School of Public Affairs and Administration  University of Illinois–Chicago
University of North Carolina–Chapel Hill, MPA Program  University of North Carolina–Charlotte

CONTRIBUTOR
Dr. Jonathan Justice

GOLD

PFP, INC.
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ABFM OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES

The Association for Budgeting and Financial Management (ABFM) is a section of the American Society 
for Public Administration (ASPA). ABFM aims to promote the professional development of budgeting 
and financial management in the public and non-profit sectors. Membership in ABFM is available on 
its own, or as an affiliation with ASPA.

Chair
Robert Kravchuk
Indiana University

Immediate Past Chair
Charles Menifield
University of Missouri–Columbia

Chair-Elect
Carolyn Bourdeaux
Georgia State University

Vice Chair
Dan Smith
New York University

Vice Chair-Elect
Bryan Sullivan
Office of Management and Budget 

State of Delaware

Secretary & Archivist
Meagan Jordan
Old Dominion University

Treasurer
Deborah Carroll
University of Georgia

Newsletter Editor
Kenneth Hunter
City of Rocky Mount, NC

ASPA Liaison
Concepcion Morris
Chapter and Section Coordinator

ABFM Representative  
to GASAC
Dan Smith
New York University

ABFM Representatives  
to PFP Board
Carolyn Bourdeaux
Robert Kravchuck
Charles Menifield
James Savage
Dan Smith

Executive Committee
Ben Clark, Cleveland State University (2013-2015)
John Gilmour, William & Mary (2013-2015)
Kenneth Hunter, City of Rocky Mount, NC (2013-2015)
Christine Martell, Colorado–Boulder (2014-2016)
David Matkin, University of Albany–SUNY (2014-2016)
Zhirong “Jerry” Zhao, University of Minnesota (2014-2016)
Hai (David) Guo, Florida International University (2015-2017)
Olga Smirnova, East Carolina University (2015-2017)
Bryan Sullivan, State of Delaware OMB (2015-2017)
Benjamin Clark, Cleveland State University (2016-2018)
Sharon Kioko, University of Washington (2016-2018)
Peter Van Der Hoek, Ternopil National Economic University 

(2016-2018)

2015 Conference Chair
Carolyn Bourdeaux, Georgia State University

2015 Conference Fundraising
Jonathan Justice, Associate Professor,  

University of Delaware
Amber Slyter, Graduate Research Assistant,  

Georgia State University

2016 Conference Selection Committee
Chair, Carolyn Bourdeaux, Georgia State University
Benjamin Clark, Cleveland State University
David Matkin, University of Albany–SUNY
Olga Smirnova, East Carolina University
Charles Menifield, University of Missouri–Columbia  

(ex officio)
Deborah Carroll, University of Georgia (ex officio)

Michael Curro Student Paper  
Award Committee
Chair, Bob Bifulco, Syracuse University
Zhirong “Jerry” Zhao, University of Minnesota
Olga Smirnova, East Carolina University
Hai (David) Guo, Florida International University

S. Kenneth Howard Award Committee
Chair, Charles Menifield, University of Missouri–Columbia
Bryan Sullivan, State of Delaware OMB
Christine Martell, University of Colorado–Denver
Ben Clark, Cleveland State University

Aaron Wildavsky Award Committee
Chair, Bob Kravchuk, Indiana University
Phil Joyce, University of Maryland
John Mikesell, Indiana University–Bloomington
Mike Pagano, University of Illinois–Chicago

Board Nominating Committee
Chair, Charles Menifield, University of Missouri–Columbia
Aimee Franklin, University of Oklahoma
Edwin Benton, University of South Florida
James Savage, University of Virginia
John Bartle, University of Nebraska–Omaha
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CONFERENCE SITE OVERVIEW

The Washington Marriott has hosted the ABFM on several prior occasions. All conference activities  
will take place in meeting space located on the first and second floors of the hotel, with all plenary 
activities on the second floor.

Georgetown II is located on the first floor, to the right of the Registration Desk. Restrooms  
are adjacent.

Continental breakfast will be available each morning, 
7:30-9 am, in the West End Foyer on the second floor, 
accessible by elevator or escalator from the first floor. 
Registration will be located near the elevators. The hotel 
business center, with computer and copier access, is also 
on the second floor, near the escalators and restrooms.

Concurrent Sessions will be held in Georgetown I & II, 
West End Ballroom A, B, C and DuPont F, G, & H.

Plenary activities are scheduled for the West End Ballroom 
D & E.

FIRST FLOOR

SECOND FLOOR

GEORGETOWN I

GEORGETOWN II

SALON ASALON BSALON CSALON DSALON E

WEST END 
BALLROOM

SALON F

SALON G

SALON H

DU
PO

NT
 B

AL
LR

OO
M

THOMAS LOGAN

ELEVATORS

RE
GI

ST
RA

TIO
N

DUPONT FOYER

RESTROOM
S

BUSINESS 
CENTER

ESCALATOR 
LANDING
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LOCAL INFORMATION & DINING SUGGESTIONS

CLOSEST METRO STATION
 Foggy Bottom/GWU—Orange & Blue Lines (23rd St NW, South of Washington Circle) 

Connect w/Red Line @ MetroCenter Station 
Connect w/Yellow & Green Lines @ L’Enfant Plaza Station

NEARBY BUSINESS LOCATIONS
 Walgreens—1217 22nd St NW (1 block)  PNC Bank—1920 L St NW (0.4mi)

 FedEx Office (Kinko’s)—2020 K St NW (0.2mi)  Trader Joe’s—1101 25th St NW (0.4mi)

 Staples—1901 L St NW (0.4mi)  Safeway—1701 Cororan St NW (1 mi)

 CitiBank—2101 L St NW (0.2mi)  Whole Foods—2201 I Street NW (0.4mi)

 Wells Fargo Bank—2000 L St NW (0.3mi)

FAST FOOD/SANDWICHES
 Potbelly—1200 New Hampshire Ave NW (300ft)  McDonald’s—1916 M St NW (0.3mi)

 Subway—2030 M St NW (0.2mi)  Shake Shack—1216 18th St NW (0.5mi)

 Bobby’s Burger Palace—2121 K St NW/GWU (0.3mi)

FOOD TRUCK INFORMATION
 Visit http://foodtruckfiesta.com/food-trucks-washington-dc/

NEARBY RESTAURANTS (WITHIN 0.3MI OF HOTEL)
 Grillfish—1200 New Hampshire Ave NW (Seafood)  Marcel’s—2401 Pennsylvania Ave NW (European)

 Meiwah—1200 New Hampshire Ave NW (Chinese)  Vidalia—1990 M St NW (Southern American)

 Trattoria Nicola’s—1250 22nd St NW (Italian)  M Street Bar & Grill—2033 M St NW (American)

 Westend Bistro—1190 22nd St NW (American)  Juniper—2401 M St NW (Regional & American)

 Firefly—1310 New Hampshire Ave NW (American)  Ris—2275 L St NW (American)

 Bread & Chocolate—2301 M St (European)

GROUND TRANSPORTATION
 Uber (App)   www.zipcar.com/dc/find-cars

 www.dctaxionline.com  www.capitalbikeshare.com

 www.supershuttle.com

ONLINE RESOURCES
 www.washington.org  www.urbanspoon.com

 www.georgetowndc.com  www.opentable.com

 www.yelp.com   www.tripadvisor.com



8

> A student-friendly program featuring an active student organization, faculty-student interaction, 
assistance for students seeking internships, and an active placement process within the institute

> Graduate assistantships available for outstanding students

> Joint program with the LSU Paul M. Hebert Law Center (MPA/JD)

> A flagship university setting with the rich cultural heritage of South Louisiana

> Distinguished faculty and practitioners:

> Arjen Boin, Adjunct Professor, Public Administration Institute - Crisis Management and Public Policy

> Suzette Caleo, Assistant Professor, Public Administration Institute - Organizational Behavior

> Melissa Flournoy, Adjunct Professor, Public Administration Institute - Nonprofit Management; State Director, Planned Parenthood 
of Louisiana, and former President of Louisiana Association of Nonprofit Organizations

> Roy Heidelberg, Assistant Professor, Public Administration Institute - Public Policy, Program Evaluation, and Decision Models

> Whitman J. King, Retired, Adjunct Professor, Public Administration Institute - Former Director of the State Bond Commission

> Jared Llorens, Associate Professor and Director, Public Administration Institute – Public Management, Public Policy and 
Program Evaluation

> James Richardson, Professor, Public Administration Institute - Economic Analysis, State and Local Economics, and Public 
Policy; 2010 Recipient of the S. Kenneth Howard Award

> Paul Salles, Adjunct Professor, Public Administration Institute - Healthcare Finance; President & CEO, Louisiana Hospital 
Association 

> Richard D. White Jr., Professor, Public Administration Institute; 
  Dean, E. J. Ourso College of Business - Public Personnel, Organizational Behavior, and Public Ethics

Service to the Public is Indeed a Proud and Noble Profession. 

The Master of Public Administration
A 45-Hour Program Emphasizing Management, Policy, and Finance

Contact:

Jared Llorens, PhD
Director, Public Administration Institute
E. J. Ourso College of Business
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803

Phone: 225-578-6743
Fax: 225-578-9078
E-mail: pai@lsu.edu
Web: business.lsu.edu/pai
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1

7:30 am–5:00 pm Registration WEST END BALLROOM FOYER

7:30–9:00 am Continental Breakfast WEST END BALLROOM FOYER

8:00–10:00 am Concurrent Sessions
 h School Choice, School Budgets, and School Costs GEORGETOWN I
Chair/Discussant: Hai (David) Guo, Assistant Professor, Florida International University

Competing for Students: The Impact of Increased School Choice on School Budgets
Michah Rothbart, Doctoral Student, NYU Wagner

The Effect of Charter Schools on School District Efficiency: The Case of New York State
Robert Bifulco, Associate Professor, Syracuse University
Christian Buerger, Postdoctoral Scholar, Tulane University

Revenue and Expenditures in the First All Charter School District
Christian Buerger, Postdoctoral Scholar, Tulane University

Rural School Choice, Consolidation, and Student Performance
Jacob Fowles, Assistant Professor, University of Kansas
Eugenia Toma, Wendell H. Ford Professor, University of Kentucky
Suzanne Troske, Researcher, University of Kentucky

 h Current Issues in Public Pension Management and Policy WEST END BALLROOM A
Chair/Discussant: Jun Peng, Associate Professor, University of Arizona

A View to a Kill: The Long, Slow Death of the Kansas Public Employees Retirement System
Kenneth Kriz, Regents Distinguished Professor, Wichita State University

Contribution Policies in State Pension Systems: Coping With Long-Term Solvency and Fiscal Volatility
Gang Chen, Assistant Professor, University at Albany–SUNY
David Matkin, Assistant Professor, University at Albany–SUNY
Anubhav Gupta, Student, University at Albany–SUNY
Tom Fattorusso, Student, University at Albany–SUNY

Do Public Pension Plan Sponsors Manipulate Actuarial Assumptions?  
An Analysis of the Governance of Public Pension Boards
Jun Peng, Associate Professor, University of Arizona
Qiushi Wang, Assistant Professor, Rutgers University

Taking Stock: An Analysis of the Institutional Framework that Governs Investment Decisions  
of Public Sector Pension Plans
Odd J. Stalebrink, Associate Professor, Penn State University–Harrisburg
Gang Chen, Assistant Professor, University at Albany–SUNY
David Matkin, Assistant Professor, University at Albany–SUNY

State Pension Costs and Intergovernmental Expenditures
Yan Xiao, Assistant Professor, California State University–Stanislaus
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 h Managing the Cash: Topics in Local Government Financial Policies WEST END BALLROOM B
Chair/Discussant: Yilin Hou, Professor, Syracuse University

Does Financial Slack Reduce Municipal Short-Term Borrowing?
Min Su, Doctoral Candidate and Graduate Research Assistant, Georgia State University
W. Bartley Hildreth, Professor, Georgia State University

Fair or Foul? Motivations for Local Government Use of Debt-Related Derivatives
Akheil Singla, Assistant Professor, Arizona State University

To Float or Not to Float? Examining the Effect of LGIP Structure on State Fiscal Performance
Jeongwoo Kim, Assistant Professor, Sam Houston State University
Jongmin Shon, Assistant Professor, Rutgers University

The Use of Short-Term Debt by General Purpose Governments
Michelle Lofton, Doctoral Candidate, Syracuse University
Sharon Kioko, Associate Professor, University of Washington

 h Measuring, Monitoring and Managing Local Fiscal Health WEST END BALLROOM C
Chair/Discussant: Benedict Jimenez, Assistant Professor, Northeastern University

Inter-Local Fiscal Disparities: Evidence from Connecticut Municipalities
Bo Zhao, Senior Economist, Federal Reserve Bank of Boston

Do Monitored Local Governments Compete by Converging?  
Evaluating North Carolina’s Fiscal Benchmarking Tool
Ed Gerrish, Assistant Professor of Public Administration, University of South Dakota
Thomas Luke Spreen, Doctoral Candidate, Indiana University–Bloomington

Knowledgeable Navigation to Avoid the Iceberg:  
Considerations in Proactively Addressing School District Fiscal Stress in Michigan
Rachel White, Doctoral Student, Michigan State University
Kacy Martin, Doctoral Student, Michigan State University
Eric Scorsone, Extension Specialist and Faculty Member, Michigan State University
Kristi Bowman, JD, Michigan State University

What Fiscal Stress Means and How One Deals with It is in the Eyes of the Beholder
Craig Maher, Professor, University of Nebraska–Omaha

An Assessment of Methods to Predict Fiscal Distress
Jonathan Justice, Associate Professor, University of Delaware
David Bird, Doctoral Student, University of Delaware
Marc Fudge, Assistant Professor, California State University–San Bernardino
Helisse Levine, Associate Professor, Long Island University

10:00–10:15 am Refreshment Break WEST END BALLROOM FOYER
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The School of Public Policy has a long history of leadership in public finance and budgeting. Our faculty  
members are accomplished and well-known in these areas. Distinguished University Professor Allen Schick 
is the founding editor of the professional journal Public Budgeting and Finance, which is currently edited by the 

School’s Senior Associate Dean and Professor Philip Joyce. Both faculty members have been awarded the  
Association for Budgeting and Financial Management’s Aaron Wildavsky Lifetime Achievement Award for their 

work in budgeting and financial management.

In addition to Schick and Joyce, the School is home to several faculty members focused  
on public sector financial management, including Travis St. Clair, assistant professor;  

Marita Brown, adjunct lecturer; and Anthony McCann, adjunct lecturer.

Students from the School have pursued careers in public finance and budgeting by working or 
interning with the Office of Management and Budget, the U.S. Government Accountability Office, 
the Maryland Department of Budget and Management, the Congressional Research Service and 

the District of Columbia Fiscal Policy Institute.

The School is currently conducting three faculty searches in the fields of innovation technology and economic policy;  
international security; and international development. For details, visit: www.publicpolicy.umd.edu

SPP students after sharing the  
results of their research with GAO
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10:15–11:45 am Concurrent Sessions
 h  Understanding and Measuring Government Performance  
as a Part of Fiscal Decision-Making GEORGETOWN I
Chair/Discussant: Odd J. Stalebrink, Associate Professor, Penn State University–Harrisburg

Reconceptualizing Performance Measurement: A Holistic and Just Approach
Bob Bland, Endowed Professor of Local Government, University of North Texas

Predicting Budgetary Change: The Effect of Performance Growth and Decline
Carla Flink, Assistant Professor, University of Texas at San Antonio

The Value of Taxation, Government Performance, and Budgetary Practices
Alfred Ho, Associate Professor, University of Kansas

Assessing the Impact of Capital Expenditures on Performance Measures  
in Municipal Performance Budgeting
Kenneth Klase, Associate Professor, University of North Carolina at Greensboro

BEST
IN THE
NATION

4 PROFESSORS are fellows of the National 
Academy of Public Administration

HOST UNIVERSITY, National Forum for Black
Public Administrators' Executive Leadership Institute

kupa.ku.edu
padept@ku.edu

— U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 2012
GRADUATE SCHOOL RANKINGS

#1
#5

#16
#9

City Management and Urban Policy 

Public Management Administration 

Public Affairs

Public Finance and Budgeting

@kuspaa

@kuspaa
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 h Transportation Finance and Reform WEST END BALLROOM A
Chair/Discussant: Merl Hackbart, Professor, University of Kentucky

Which Way to Transportation Finance Reform?
John Bartle, Dean, College of Public Affairs and Community Service, University of Nebraska–Omaha
Can Chen, Assistant Professor, Florida International University

An Analysis of Public Transit Expenditure in Urban China
Janey Qian Wang, Assistant Professor, San Francisco State University
John L. Mikesell, Chancellor’s Professor, Indiana University–Bloomington
Zhirong (Jerry) Zhao, Associate Professor, University of Minnesota–Twin Cities
Yang He, Associate Professor, Central University of Finance and Economics
Hai (David) Guo, Assistant Professor, Florida International University 

Motor Fuel Tax Rates and Revenues: Investigating the Mediating Effect of Highway Usage
Jay Ryu, Professor, Ohio University
Emily K. Burns, MPA Candidate, Ohio University

The Nontraditionalist View: Understanding Public Perceptions of Transportation Spending Priorities 
beyond Roads and Highways
Wie Yusuf, Associate Professor, Old Dominion University
Lenahan O’Connell, Senior Research Associate, Kentucky Transportation Center
Khairul Anuar, Doctoral Student, Old Dominion University

 h Empirical Evidence on Tax Policy WEST END BALLROOM B
Chair/Discussant: Sarah Larson, Senior Research Associate,  
Fiscal Research Center, Andrew Young School, Georgia State University

Asymmetric Labor Supply Responses to Tax and Wage Rate Changes
Denvil Duncan, Assistant Professor, Indiana University–Bloomington
Philipp Doerrenberg, ZEW Mannheim, CGS at University of Cologne and IZA Bonn

Behavioral Responses from Filing: Evidence from the Economic Stimulus Act of 2008
Shanthi Ramnath, Tax Policy Analyst, U.S. Department of the Treasury
Patricia K. Tong, Financial Economist, U.S. Department of the Treasury

The Role of Representative Agents in the Property Tax Appeals Process
William Doerner, Senior Economist, Federal Housing Finance Agency
Keith R. Ihlanfeldt, DeVoe Moore Eminent Scholar Professor, Florida State University

The Effect of Fiscal Illusion on Public Sector Growth:  
Evidence from Local Government Property Assessment
Justin Ross, Associate Professor, Indiana University–Bloomington

 h  Measuring, Monitoring and Managing Local Fiscal Health – 
The New York Experience WEST END BALLROOM C
Chair/Discussant: Jim Richardson, Professor, Louisiana State University

Monitoring the Fiscal Stress Levels of Local Governments
Nathaalie Carey, Assistant Comptroller, Office of the State Comptroller,  
Division of Local Government and School Accountability

Fiscal Condition Analysis of New York Counties
Mark Robbins, Professor, University of Connecticut
Bill Simonsen, Professor, University of Connecticut
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Grounding Fiscal Stress in the Context – A Study of Local Governments in New York State
Elaine Yi Lu, Associate Professor, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, City University of New York
Ting Zhang, Assistant Professor, Jacob France Institute University of Baltimore

The Effect of State Fiscal Monitoring System: Evidence from Regression Discontinuity Design
Il Hwan Chung, Assistant Professor, Baruch College, City University of New York
Daniel Williams, Associate Professor, Baruch College, City University of New York

 h Topics in Education Finance DUPONT F & G
Chair/Discussant: Ross Rubenstein, Professor and Dan Sweat Chair,  
Andrew Young School, Georgia State University

Evaluating the Early Effects of Georgia’s HOPE Scholarship Eligibility Changes
Cynthia Searcy, Assistant Dean, Andrew Young School, Georgia State University
Ross Rubenstein, Professor, Andrew Young School, Georgia State University

Does Funding Make a Difference in Students’ Achievement? An Empirical Study of Illinois Schools
Natalia Ermasova, Assistant Professor, Governors State University
Mary Bruce, Associate Professor, Governors State University

The Impact of Immigrant Inflows on Public Education Finance and School Quality
Qinping Feng, Research Assistant, University of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign

State Financial Monitoring and Intervention in School Districts: Does It Make the Grade?
Andrew Crosby, Doctoral Student, University of Illinois Chicago

The School of Public, Nonprofit, and Health Administration programs at Grand Valley State University are designed to provide 
students with the skills and knowledge necessary for success in public, private, and nonprofit organizations.

• Student-oriented, teaching-focused program

• Scholarship and service engaged with the community

• NASPAA accredited MPA program

• Nonprofit specialization ranked 25th in the country by  
U.S. News and World Report

• Affiliations with the Johnson Center for Philanthropy

Rewarding Careers in Public Service Begin Here

Graduate Degrees and Certificates in:

• Public Administration

• Health Administration

• Philanthropy 

• Nonprofit Leadership

• Sustainability

www.gvsu.edu/spnha

Undergraduate Programs in:

• Nonprofit Management

• Public Administration
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Dr. Brian Caputo earned his NIU MPA and 
PhD degrees with fields of study in public 
administration, public policy, and government 
finance. Dr. Caputo holds a BS from the 
United States Military Academy, and an MS 
in Accountancy from DePaul University. Dr. 
Caputo is the Chief Financial Officer and City 
Treasurer for the City of Aurora, Illinois. He is a 
past president of the Illinois Government Finance 
Officers Association (IGFOA), past chair of IGFOA’s 
Technical Accounting Review Committee, and 
a retired Lieutenant Colonel with the United 
States Army Reserve. He is an adjunct professor 
of public finance in NIU’s MPA Program.

Aaron M. Deslatte, 
Assistant Professor 
PhD, Florida State University. 
Specializing in local government 
management, urban policy,  
and sustainability.

Public Budgeting and Finance faculty

Emeritus Professors
Irene S. Rubin 
PhD, University of Chicago

Curtis H. Wood 
PhD, University of Kansas

Professors
Kurt Thurmaier 
PhD, Maxwell School, Syracuse University

David H. Sinason (Accountancy) 
PhD, Florida State University

Associate Professors
Jeremy R. Groves (Economics) 
PhD, Washington University in St. Louis

Michael T. Peddle 
PhD, Northwestern University

Assistant Professors
Alicia M. Schatteman 
PhD, Rutgers University

Tammy R. Waymire (Accountancy) 
PhD, University of Arkansas

Congratulations to our MPA and PhD alumnus 
Dr. Brian Caputo, for his appointment to the  
Governmental Accounting Standards Board!

The Department of Public Administration 
proudly welcomes our newest faculty member
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Advancing Excellence in Public Management for over 50 years!

FOUNDING MEMBER

 
         



The School of Public Administration within the UCF College of Health and Public Affairs is 
dedicated to providing the highest quality education to today’s and tomorrow’s public 
leaders so they, in turn, can change our community for the better. 

Recent hires in public finance and 
analytical technique: New school leaders:

David Mitchell, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Joshua Steinfeld
Visiting Instructor

Qian Hu, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Naim Kapucu, Ph.D.
School Director

Tom Liou, Ph.D.
MPA Program Director

Visit us at cohpa.ucf.edu/publicadmin.
Follow us on Twitter @spaucf.

Preparing Future Leaders, Decision-Makers and Innovators
in Public Budgeting and Finance, and Analytical Technique
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12:00–1:15 pm Poster Session WEST END BALLROOM FOYER
 h Poster Review Panel
Chair: Rebecca Hendrick, Professor, University of Illinois–Chicago
Kenneth Kriz, Kansas Regents Distinguished Professor, Wichita State University
Paul Posner, Professor, George Mason University

 h Presenters
How Accurate are the IRS Sales Tax Look-Up Tables? Evidence from Aggregate Collections
Yulianti Abbas, Doctoral Student, Indiana University–Bloomington
Bradley T. Heim, Associate Professor, Indiana University–Bloomington

Determinants of Actively Traded Municipal Bonds and Their Impact on Municipalities
Konul Amrahova, Doctoral Student, Georgia State University

A Study of the Performance-Measurement Transparency
Byungwoo (Shine) Cho, Doctoral Student, University of Nebraska–Omaha

Does Infrastructure Reporting Mandated by GASB 34 Matter?  
Examining the Effects of Infrastructure Reporting Methods on State Infrastructure Quality
Ji Seul Kim, Doctoral Student, University of Nebraska at Omaha
Can Chen, Assistant Professor, Florida International University
Carol Ebdon, Regents/Foundation Professor, University of Nebraska at Omaha

A Comprehensive Approach to Determinants of Borrowing Costs at the School Districts
Junghack Kim, Doctoral Student, University of Nebraska–Omaha

Can’t Get No Satisfaction: The Ways and Means of State Oil and Gas Revenues
Nicholas Mastron, Ph.D. Research Assistant, George Washington Institute of Public Policy

A Study on the Persistence of Fiscal Shocks: How Balanced Budget Requirements, Rainy Day Funds,  
and Withdrawal Requirements Influence the Continuation of Shocks
Joseph McCormack, Doctoral Candidate, George Washington University

Institutional Arrangements and Performance of Local Government Investment Pools:  
Is There a Connection?
Julius Nukpezah, Doctoral Candidate, University of North Texas

Bureaucratic Autonomy, Punctuated Equilibrium, and Budgetary Change in American City Governments
Young-Shin Park, Doctoral Student, University of Kansas
Joshua Sapotichne, Assistant Professor, Michigan State University

The Effect of Pennsylvania Impact Fee Disbursements on Local Acceptance  
of Unconventional Gas Development
Naveed Paydar, Doctoral Candidate, Indiana University–Bloomington
John D. Graham, Dean, School of Public and Environmental Affairs, Indiana University
John Rupp, Senior Research Scientist at Indiana Geological Survey, Indiana University–Bloomington

Structural Imbalances in NC Municipal Governments
Seeun Ryu, Postdoctoral Scholar, North Carolina State University

The Impact of Hurricanes on State and Local Economies
Jesseca Short, Doctoral Candidate, University of North Texas

Building a Financial Capability Score – An Exploratory Factor Analysis
Carletta Sims Taylor, Doctoral Candidate, Indiana University–Bloomington
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The Application of Forensic Analytics in Evaluating Financial Reports
Hao Sun, Doctoral Student, State University of New York

Evaluation of the Effect of Rainy Day Funds on Alleviating Fiscal Stress in American States  
in the Great Recession (2008-2012)
Wenchi Wei, Doctoral Student, University of Kentucky

1:30–3:00 pm Concurrent Sessions
 h Unintended Consequences and Distortionary Effects in Education Finance GEORGETOWN I
Chair/Discussant: Robert Bifulco, Associate Professor, Syracuse University

The Effects of School Finance Equalization on Education Employment and Aggregate Property Values
John Foster, Assistant Professor, Sothern Illinois University–Edwardsville
Eugenia Toma, Wendell H. Ford Professor of Public Policy, University of Kentucky

The Behavioral Impacts of Property Tax Relief: Salience or Framing?
John Yinger, Professor, Syracuse University
Phuong Nguyen-Hoang, Assistant Professor, University of Iowa

The Impact of Local Option Sales Taxes on School Infrastructure Spending and Long-Term Debt: 
Evidence from Georgia
Eric Brunner, Associate Professor, University of Connecticut
David Schwegman, MPA Student, University of Connecticut

Adequacy and Equity in Nevada School Funding: A School-Level, Cost Function Analysis
Wen Wang, Assistant Professor, Indiana University–Bloomington
Anna Lukemeyer, Associate Professor, University of Nevada–Las Vegas
Carrie Sampson, Research Assistant, The Lincy Institute, University of Nevada–Las Vegas
Jaewon Lim, Assistant Professor, University of Nevada–Las Vegas

 h  Roundtable: The Past and Future of Municipal Securities:  
40th Anniversary of the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board WEST END BALLROOM A & B
Moderator: W. Bartley Hildreth, Professor, Andrew Young School, Georgia State University
Rick A. Fleming, Investor Advocate, U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
Lynnette Kelly, Executive Director, MSRB (2007-present)
Christopher “Kit” Taylor, Fixed Income Academy (Former MSRB Executive Director, 1978-2007)
Robert Doty, President, American Governmental Financial Services Company

 h Perspectives on the Retail Sales Tax DUPONT F
Chair/Discussant: David Swindell, Associate Professor, Arizona State University

Local Control in Fiscal Administration: The Case of Sales Tax Collection in Colorado
Todd Ely, Assistant Professor, University of Colorado–Denver
Benoy Jacob, Assistant Professor, University of Colorado–Denver

Adoption of Municipal Sales Taxes in Texas
Whitney Afonso, Assistant Professor, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Do-si-do across State Lines: Empirical Analysis of Online Sales by the Girl Scouts
Deborah A. Carroll, Associate Professor, University of Georgia
Sarah Larson, Senior Research Associate, Fiscal Research Center,  
Andrew Young School, Georgia State University

Revitalizing the Retail Sales Tax? An Examination of the Potential Tax Policy Contribution  
from Narrowing the Exclusion of Services
John Mikesell, Chancellor’s Professor, Indiana University–Bloomington
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 h Sources of Municipal Fiscal Stress DUPONT G
Chair/Discussant: Mike Pagano, Professor, University of Illinois–Chicago

The Misalignment of Economic Base with Revenue Structure:  
An Empirical Exploration of Fiscal Base of Large Cities in the U.S.
Yonghong Wu, Associate Professor, University of Illinois at Chicago

Municipal Fiscal Stress and Bankruptcy in Pennsylvania
Jane Beckett-Camarata, Senior Lecturer, Penn State University–Harrisburg

Public Pensions and Municipal Bankruptcy: Lessons from California
Jinping Sun, Associate Professor, California State University–Bakersfield

Disasters and Local Fiscal Health
Skip Krueger, Associate Professor, University of North Texas
Robert W. Walker, Associate Professor, Willamette University
Jesseca Short, Doctoral Student, University of North Texas

 h International Public Finance Books Under Review DUPONT H
Sponsored by: George Mason University, School of Policy, Government and International Affairs
Chair: Heidi Jane M. Smith, George Mason University
Discussant: Paul Posner, Professor, George Mason University

The Power of Public Investment Management (World Bank)
Anand Rajaram

Handbook of Multilevel Finance (Edward Elgar Publishing)
Ehtisham Ahmad and Giorgio Brosio

The Oxford Handbook of State and Local Government Finance 
Robert D. Ebel 

Comparative Public Budgeting: Global Perspectives on Taxing and Spending (SUNY Press)
George Guess and Lance T. LeLoup

Municipal Finances: A Handbook for Local Governments (World Bank)
Catherine Farvacque-Vitkovic

3:15–4:45 pm Plenary WEST END BALLROOM D & E

 h Income Inequality: Causes, Response and Fiscal Implication
Moderator: Bob Bifulco, Associate Professor, Syracuse University
Len Burman, Director, Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center
Douglas Holtz-Eakin, President, American Action Forum (Former CBO Director, 2003-2005)
Heather Boushey, Senior Fellow, Center for American Progress

5:00–7:00 pm Reception WEST END BALLROOM A & B
  Sponsored by:  

University of Nebraska–Omaha School of Public Administration  
American University School of Public Affairs  
Georgia State University Andrew Young School of Policy Studies  
Baruch College (CUNY) School of Public Affairs  
Indiana University School of Public Administration and Environmental Affairs  
Northern Illinois University Division of Public Administration  
University at Albany (SUNY) Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy

7:00–8:00 pm PFP Meeting DUPONT F & G
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There’s a reason U.S. News & World Report ranks the CU Denver School of Public Affairs as the top 
public affairs school in Colorado, and among the best in the nation. We combine world-class faculty,
an urban setting that creates opportunities for experiential learning, rigorous programs and
flexible schedules.

Our Master of Public Administration program is ranked 29th overall, 10th for environmental policy, 
14th for nonprofit management and 24th for public management.

The Buechner Institute for Governance is the school’s applied research arm and serves as a 
resource for policy development in Colorado and the nation. The Buechner Institute houses research 
centers and leadership development programs that enable students to help shape policy and gain 
invaluable experience working on real-world problems. When students graduate from the CU Denver 
School of Public Affairs, they’re not just ready to start making an impact. They’ve already begun.

Faculty Specializing in Public Finance Include:

Christine Martell Todd Ely Benoy Jacob Paul Teske, Dean

Public Finance Areas of Expertise:
 

• Urban/Local Finance • Municipal Debt
• Developing Credit Markets • Fiscal Federalism
• Education Finance • International Development
• Debt Policy Issues • Public and Nonprofit Financial Management
• Capital Finance • Tax and Expenditure Limitations
• Local Political Economy

Other CU Denver Public Affairs Faculty:

Stephen Block, Wendy Bolyard, Lloyd Burton, Malcolm Goggin, Mary Guy, Jane 
Hansberry, Tanya Heikkila, Kelly Hupfeld, Pamela Medina, Robyn Mobbs, John 
Ronquillo, Denise Scheberle, Jessica Sowa, Richard Stillman, Danielle Varda, Alan 
Wallis and Christopher Weible

And we’re growing! We’re hiring THREE tenure-track faculty to start in fall 2016. Please refer 
qualified candidates to the University of Colorado Denver employment website.

spa.ucdenver.edu
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2

7:30 am–5:00 pm Registration WEST END BALLROOM FOYER

7:30-8:30 am ABFM Executive Committee Breakfast THOMAS

7:30-9:00 am Continental Breakfast WEST END BALLROOM FOYER

8:30-10:00 am Concurrent Sessions
 h  The Tangled Metropolis: Fiscal Issues in the Context  
of Local Intergovernmental Competition GEORGETOWN I
Chair/Discussant: Christine Martell, Associate Professor, University of Colorado

The Fiscal Implications of Municipal Annexation: The Effects of Local Government Fiscal Structure
Jing Wang, Assistant Professor, California State Polytechnic University–Pomona
Evgenia Gorina, Assistant Professor, University of Texas–Dallas

Who Can Agree? An Analysis of Cooperation and Competition in Local Fiscal Negotiations
Sarah Beth Gehl, Doctoral Candidate, Georgia State University

Variations in Property Taxes over Vertically Stacked Taxing Jurisdictions
David Swindell, Associate Professor, Arizona State University 
Spencer T. Brien, Assistant Professor, Naval Postgraduate School

 h  Implementing the Data Act at the Federal Level: New Resources for Management,  
Program Evaluation, and Performance Budgeting (Joint AABPA/ABFM Panel) DUPONT F
Moderator: Karen Kunz, Associate Professor, West Virginia University
Peter DelToro, Assistant Director-Strategic Issues, U.S. Government Accountability Office
Karen Lee, Chief of the Management Controls & Assistance Branch, Office of Management  
and Budget (OMB)

 h Current Issues in Environmental Budgeting and Finance DUPONT G
Chair/Discussant: Wie Yusuf, Associate Professor, Old Dominion University

The Impact of the Clean Air Act on the Sensitivity of the Local Employment Base
Wenli Yan, Assistant Professor, Virginia Commonwealth University
Douglas Carr, Associate Professor, Oakland University

Can Induced Technological Change Produce a Double Dividend?
Antung A. Liu, Professor, Indiana University–Bloomington
Hiroaki Yamagami, Lecturer, Seikei University

Brownfield of Dreams: Redevelopment Differences of Former Brownfield Projects  
in Chicago TIF Districts
Heath Rico, Doctoral Student, University of Kentucky

Predicting the Determinants of Renewable Energy and Energy Conservation Grants  
from the Federal Government to States
Whitney Barnett, Doctoral Student, University of Kentucky

 h Retrenchment Strategies and Bankruptcy DUPONT H
Chair/Discussant: Joe Cordes, Professor, George Washington University

Testing a Comprehensive Model of Fiscal Retrenchment in U.S. Cities
Benedict Jimenez, Assistant Professor, Northeastern University
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Testing the Effects of State Fiscal Policy on Public Sector Employment over the Economic Cycle
Yilin Hou, Professor, Syracuse University
Patricia Yusun Kim, Doctoral Student, Syracuse University

Using Budgets to Shift Financial Resources across Time
John Gilmour, Professor, College of William and Mary

Fiscal Crisis and Expenditure Cuts: Influences on the Cutback Strategies Used  
by Public Sector Organizations in Europe
Jim Douglas, Professor, University of North Carolina
Ringa Raudla, Professor, Tallinn University of Technology
Tiina Randma-Liiv, Professor, Tallinn University of Technology
Riin Savi, Junior Research Fellow, Tallinn University of Technology

State Emergency Financial Management Policies for Local Governments
Neal Buckwalter, Assistant Professor, Grand Valley State University
Donijo Robbins, Professor, Grand Valley State University

 h Topics in Local Government Fiscal Structure GEORGETOWN II
Chair/Discussant: Agustin Leon-Moreta, Professor, University of New Mexico

Within-State Variations in the Restrictiveness and Effects of Local Government  
Tax and Expenditure Limitations
Carol Ebdon, Regents/Foundation Professor, University of Nebraska–Omaha
Craig Maher, Professor, University of Nebraska–Omaha
Sungho Park, Doctoral Student, University of Nebraska–Omaha

Effects of State-Imposed TELs on Municipal Revenue Structure: A Legal Approach
Shu Wang, Assistant Professor, Michigan State University

On the Measurement of Revenue Diversification
Christopher Goodman, Assistant Professor, University of Nebraska–Omaha

Allocative Efficiency across Public Service Functions for City Infrastructure:  
Are V.O. Key’s Criteria Fruitful?
Arwiphawee “Sai” Srithongrung, Associate Professor, Wichita State University
NakHyeok Choi, Doctoral Candidate, Florida International University

Do Business in a New Way: The Role of State Drinking Water Revolving Funds
Can Chen, Assistant Professor, Florida International University
Kenneth A. Kriz, Kansas Regents Distinguished Professor, Wichita State University

10:00-10:15 am Refreshment Break WEST END BALLROOM FOYER

10:15-11:45 am Plenary WEST END BALLROOM D & E

 h  The 40th Anniversary of CBO: A Conversation with Alice Rivlin, Robert Reischauer,  
and Rudy Penner
Moderator: Phil Joyce, Professor, University of Maryland–College Park
Alice Rivlin, Director of the Health Policy Center, Brookings Institute (Founding Director, CBO, 1975-1983)
Robert Reischauer, Distinguished Institute Fellow and President Emeritus, Urban Institute  
(former CBO director, 1989-1995)
Rudolph “Rudy” Penner, Institute Fellow, Urban Institute (former CBO director, 1983-1987)
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DAN SMITH, Associate Professor of Public Budgeting and 
Financial Management, Director of Finance Specialization
Recently elected ABFM’s Chair-Elect (in 2016) and Chair 
(in 2017), Dan brings vast expertise in state and local 
government budgeting and financial management. The 
5th edition of his textbook, co-written with NYU Wagner 
Professor Thad Calabrese, will be released in 2016. 
Financial Management for Public, Health, and Not-for-
Profit Organizations is the leading introductory textbook 
on financial management in the government, health, and 
nonprofit sectors. 

THAD CALABRESE, Assistant Professor of Public and 
Nonprofit Financial Management
In addition to the upcoming release of his textbook, 
Financial Management for Public, Health, and Not-for-Profit 
Organizations, Thad was awarded the Editors’ Prize for Best 
Scholarly Paper in Nonprofit Management & Leadership. He 
served on ABFM’s Executive Committee from 2012-2014.

SCOTT TAITEL, Clinical Associate Professor of Public Service
Joining NYU Wagner this fall, Scott has managed impact 
investment funds and created social enterprises throughout 
the developing world. As the former COO for the Clinton 
Foundation’s Enterprise Partnership, he brings financial 
leadership experience from multiple sectors as a former NGO 
executive, venture capital managing partner, and executive 
financial manager of numerous multinational corporations. 

NYU ROBERT F. WAGNER GRADUATE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC SERVICE  |  WAGNER.NYU.EDU

NYU WAGNER PROUDLY PRESENTS 
ITS TEAM OF FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT EXPERTS:

Bill Simonsen (PhD 1991) for receiving the 
2015 Aaron Wildavsky Award for lifetime 

achievement in public budgeting and 
financial management scholarship.

MICHAH ROTHBART, Doctoral Student and Lecturer
Michah’s research interests lie in financial management and 
public finance, particularly in the field of education. His 
current research includes a study examining the financial 
implications of increased high school choice in New York City 
and a study assessing the effect of school finance reform on 
the relationship between race and local resources.

ANU GUPTA, Doctoral Student
Anubhav (Anu)’s research focuses on public financial 
management, particularly government pension systems, 
municipal finance, and not-for-profit financial management. 
He is currently researching state pension plan contribution 
policies across all 50 states, how those policies can reduce 
fiscal volatility, and how they are affected by institutional and 
political factors.

NYU WAGNER CONGRATULATES...
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12:00-1:00 pm Awards Luncheon WEST END BALLROOM A, B & C
  Sponsored by  

University of Nebraska–Omaha School of Public Administration  
American University School of Public Affairs  
Georgia State University Andrew Young School of Policy Studies

 h PFP JESSE BURKHEAD AWARD
Best article published in Public Budgeting and Finance in 2014

Jun Peng, University of Arizona; Ken Kriz, Wichita State University;  
Qiushi Wang, Rutgers–Newark
The Two Worlds of Municipal Bonds: Are Lower-Rated Bonds Punished More by Financial Crisis?  
(Vol. 34.1, 18-38)

 hMICHAEL CURRO STUDENT PAPER AWARD
Best written paper in a class or under faculty supervision

Stephanie Leiser, University of Washington
Stephanie will be a Lecturer at the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy at the University of Michigan as of January 2016. She 
was formerly a Lecturer at the  University of Washington, where she also earned her Ph.D., and a tax policy analyst at the 
Michigan House of Representatives. She specializes in state and local tax policy. Stephanie is receiving the Curro Award for her 
paper “The Diffusion of State Business Tax Incentives.”

 h S. KENNETH HOWARD AWARD
Lifetime achievement by a practitioner in the field of budgeting and financial management

John Culpepper, Finance Director, Athens-Clarke County (retired)
John Culpepper began his career in local government in 1975 as a staff member of the Oconee Area Planning and Develop-
ment Commission. He served as the Clerk and Treasurer of the City of Milledgeville, Georgia from 1978-1983. Then in 1983,  
he moved to Athens, Georgia to serve as the Finance Director of Clarke County. In 1991, the City of Athens and Clarke County 
consolidated and Culpepper served as the Finance Director for Athens-Clarke County until his retirement in 2014. For the last 
twenty years, Culpepper has also served as a Consultant Instructor for the Financial  Management Program of the Carl Vinson 
Institute of Government at the University of Georgia. He received his AB in Political Science from the University of Georgia in 
1972, his MPA from the  University of Georgia in 1975, and his MBA from Brenau University in 2000.

 hAARON WILDAVSKY AWARD
Lifetime achievements in the field of budgeting and financial management

William (Bill) Simonsen, University of Connecticut
Bill Simonsen is a Professor in the Department of Public Policy at the University of Connecticut. Simonsen and Phil Joyce are the 
current editors of Public Budgeting & Finance. Simonsen’s research and writing focuses on public sector financial man agement 
and policy and has two main themes: 1) ways to aid public management decisions about municipal bond sales, and 2) processes 
that improve the ways that citizen preferences can be used in public decisions. He frequently collaborates with his colleague 
Mark Robbins, also at the University of Connecticut. Simonsen earned a Ph.D. in Public Administration from the Robert F. 
Wagner Graduate School of Public Service at New York University.

 hGRADUATE STUDENT POSTER SESSION AWARD
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1:30-3:00 pm Concurrent Sessions
 h Evaluating the Impact of Tax Expenditures GEORGETOWN I
Chair/Discussant: John Yinger, Professor, Syracuse University

Benefits and Costs of the Section 1603 Grants in Lieu of Tax Credits for Investments in Solar Power
Joseph Cordes, Professor, George Washington University

State Tax Expenditures: The Public Cost of Promoting Renewable Fuels
John Day, Revenue Tax Specialist, Illinois Department of Revenue/University of Illinois–Springfield

Cost-Benefit Analysis of Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit (HPTC)
Tatyana Guzman, Assistant Professor, Cleveland State University

The Negative Income Tax and the Earned Income Tax Credit: A Microsimulation Comparison
Bill Simonsen, Professor, University of Connecticut
Rebecca Simonsen, Urban Institute Tax Policy Center

 h Special District & Special Assessment Finance WEST END BALLROOM E
Chair/Discussant: Beverly Bunch, Professor, University of Illinois–Springfield

Why Governments Use Special Assessments: A Mixed-Method Study  
of Municipal Governments in the Chicago Metropolitan Area
Rebecca Hendrick, Professor, University of Illinois at Chicago
Ayman Bari, Doctoral Student, University of Illinois at Chicago
Shu Wang, Assistant Professor, Michigan State University

Predicting TIF Success and Failure: A Statistical Analysis of Tax Incremental Financing  
in Wisconsin Municipalities
John Kovari, Assistant Professor, University of Wisconsin–La Crosse

TELs Adoption and Special District Finance
Agustin Leon-Moreta, Professor, University of New Mexico

Economic Impacts of Tax Increment Financing Districts in Polk County, Iowa
Richard Funderburg, Assistant Professor, University of Illinois–Springfield

 h Next Generation Public Finance – Social Impact Bonds (Joint AABPA/ABFM Panel) DUPONT G
Moderator: Justin Marlowe, Associate Professor, University of Washington
Michelle A. Sager, Director of Strategic Issues, U.S. Government Accountability Office
John Roman, Senior Fellow, Urban Institute Justice Policy Center
Sean French, Management and Program Analyst, Corporation for National and Community Service 
Lili Elkins, Chief Strategy Officer, ROCA Inc.

 h Measuring, Monitoring and Managing Nonprofit Fiscal Stress DUPONT F
Chair/Discussant: Zhirong (Jerry) Zhao, Associate Professor, University of Minnesota

Do Operating Reserves Even Matter for Nonprofits?
Thad Calabrese, Assistant Professor, New York University

The Uniqueness of Financial Crisis Management for Young and Small Not-for-Profits
Elizabeth Searing, Assistant Professor, University at Albany–SUNY

The Effects of Local Government Fiscal Stress on Nonprofit Finances: A Longitudinal Study
Alicia Schatteman, Assistant Professor, Northern Illinois University
Greg Porumbescu, Assistant Professor, Northern Illinois University
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Assessing Systematic and Nonsystematic Financial Risk of Nonprofit Organizations
Zihe Guo, Doctoral Student, University of Kentucky
Dwight V. Denison, Professor, University of Kentucky

Financial Ratios to Predict Financial Distress in Nonprofit Organizations
Suzette Myser, Doctoral Candidate, University of Kansas

 h The Discipline of the Markets: Debt and Municipal Finance WEST END BALLROOM D
Chair/Discussant: W. Bartley Hildreth, Professor, Andrew Young School, Georgia State University

The Economic Value of Rating Outlooks in the Municipal Securities Market
Sharon Kioko, Associate Professor, University of Washington
Craig L. Johnson, Associate Professor, Indiana University–Bloomington
Tima Moldogaziev, Assistant Professor, University of Georgia

Before, During and After the Great Recession: Bond Ratings of State GO Debt  
across the Three Major Debt Rating Agencies
Marilyn Rubin, Professor, John Jay College, City University of New York
Katherine Willoughby, Professor, Georgia State University
Monique Jn-Marie, Doctoral Student, Rutgers University- Newark

Do Financial Markets Impose Fiscal Discipline on States for Deficit Finance?
Cleopatra Charles, Assistant Professor, Rutgers University–Newark
Jongmin Shon, Assistant Professor, Rutgers University–Newark

Determinants of Variable Rate Debt at the State Level
Bryan Gibson, Program Manager, University of Kentucky
Dwight Denison, Professor, University of Kentucky
Zhiwei Zhang, Assistant Professor, Kansas State University

3:00-3:15 pm Refreshment Break WEST END BALLROOM FOYER

3:15-4:45 pm Concurrent Sessions
 h Teaching the Next Generation of Public Finance Professionals GEORGETOWN I
Chair/Discussant: Ed Lehan, Consultant

Filling the Demand for Municipal Government Accountants:  
The Benefits of a Governmental Accounting Course
Rebecca Martin, Visiting Lecturer, McNeese State University
Tammy Waymire, Associate Professor, Northern Illinois University

Budgeting and Financial Management Coursework:  
Simultaneously Meeting the Needs of Public and Non-Profit Managers
Michael Peddle, Associate Professor, Northern Illinois University
Alicia Schatteman, Assistant Professor, Northern Illinois University

Practitioner Analysis: What’s Taught? What’s Used? What Matters?
Kenneth Hunter, Budget & Evaluation Manager, City of Rocky Mount, NC

Managerial Thought for Public Finance Officers
Ed Lehan, Consultant
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SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY BLOOMINGTON

SPEA’s budgeting and financial management faculty:
43 years of influential and candid expertise

John Mikesell, Chancellor’s Professor of Public and Environmental 
Affairs at Indiana University Bloomington, at a conference on state 
revenues

 “The objective of tax policy is to behave 

like a pickpocket and not a mugger. 

You want the money, but you want 

to minimize the collateral damage.”

#2  MPA program 
(out of 266)

#3  in Public 
Finance and 
Budgeting

             Denvil Duncan                                Justin Ross                                  Bradley Heim                                    Kosali Simon                                   Joyce Man

            Craig Johnson                              Bob Kravchuk                          Kurt Zorn   spea.indiana.edu

Our research and teaching faculty includes:
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 h Federal Contracting and Accountability DUPONT F
Chair/Discussant: Charles Menifield, Associate Dean of Academic Programs, University of Missouri

Payment Structure and Contractor Performance: An Analysis of Federal Contracts
Benjamin Brunjes, Doctoral Candidate, University of Georgia

Assessing State Food Safety Performance under FDA Contracts:  
The Public Health Implications of State Variations in a New Regulatory Regime
Jocelyn M. Johnston, Professor, American University
Rebecca Yurman, Doctoral Student, American University

Effects of Medicare Advantage Enrollment on Beneficiary Risk Scores
Alice Burns, Analyst, Congressional Budget Office
Tamara Hayford, Analyst, Congressional Budget Office

Medicaid Managed Care: A County Level Perspective
Seth Meyer, Doctoral Student, Rutgers University

 h Policy Issues in Subnational Government Debt Management DUPONT G
Chair/Discussant: Sharon N. Kioko, Associate Professor, University of Washington

The Determinants of Subnational Capital Markets: An International Survey
Tima Moldogaziev, Assistant Professor, University of Georgia
Salvador Espinosa, Assistant Professor, San Diego State University
Christine R. Martell, Associate Professor, University of Colorado–Denver

The Evolving Fiscal Federalism of State and Local Borrowing
Justin Marlowe, Associate Professor, University of Washington

Fiscal Federalism and the Municipal Securities Market in the Age of President Obama
Martin J. Luby, Assistant Professor, DePaul University
Craig Johnson, Associate Professor, Indiana University–Bloomington

The Architecture of Regulatory Policy in the U.S. Municipal Bond Market
Robert A. Greer, Assistant Professor, University of Georgia
Tima Moldogaziev, Assistant Professor, University of Georgia

 h Measuring, Monitoring and Managing State Fiscal Health DUPONT H
Chair/Discussant: Craig Maher, Professor, University of Nebraska–Omaha

A Measure of State Fiscal Condition: Accounting for Fiscal Capacity
Sarah Arnett, Senior Analyst, Government Accountability Office

An Investigation of Indices to Measure State Financial Opacity and Transparency
Robert Strauss, Professor, Carnegie Mellon University
Beverly Bunch, Professor, University of Illinois–Springfield
Yunni Deng, Graduate Student, Michigan State University
Xuege (Jennifer) Zhang, Graduate Student, Carnegie Mellon

Measuring the Dynamic Behavior of Major State Taxes:  
Growth, Volatility, Stability, and Cyclical Sensitivity
John Mikesell, Chancellor’s Professor, Indiana University–Bloomington
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 h Federal Budget Theory and Reform GEORGETOWN II
Chair/Discussant: Steve Redburn, Director of Fiscal Studies, Center for Public Service,  
George Mason University 

Federal Budget Reform: A Behavioral Approach
Marvin Phaup, Professorial Lecturer and Research Scholar, George Washington University
James Hearn, Fellow, National Academy of Public Administration  
(formerly Deputy Staff Director, Senate Budget Committee)

Budgetary Signals: Organizational Learning, Agenda Setting, and Federal Bureaucracies
Alexander Jacobs, Assistant Professor, University of Alabama at Birmingham

Budgeting and Management Don’t Mix?
Kurt Thurmaier, Professor, Northern Illinois University
Paul Posner, Professor, George Mason University

4:45-5:30 pm ABFM Members Meeting WEST END BALLROOM A

5:30-7:00 pm Reception WEST END BALLROOM B & C
  Sponsored by:  

University of Nebraska–Omaha School of Public Administration  
American University School of Public Affairs  
Georgia State University Andrew Young School of Policy Studies  
Louisiana State University Public Administration Institute  
University of Colorado–Denver School of Public Affairs  
University of Maryland–College Park School of Public Policy  
University of Washington Evans School of Public Affairs and Governance  
Public Financial Publications

NOTES



The Hugo Wall School of Public Affairs 
at Wichita State University is home 
to the Kansas Public Finance Center, 
Public Policy and Management Center 
and EPA Region 7 Environmental 
Finance Center.

FACULTY
Mark A. Glaser
Professor

Kenneth A. Kriz
Kansas Regents Distinguished Professor

Nancy McCarthy Snyder  
Associate Professor and Director

Arwiphawee Srithongrung  
Associate Professor

Melissa A. Walker
Associate Professor

Samuel J. Yeager
Professor

Mission
The Hugo Wall School of Public 
Affairs advances excellence in 
public service through integrated 
instruction, research and 
community service. 

The School:
• Prepares individuals for  
 positions of leadership and  
 responsibility in public and  
 nonprofit organizations.

• Expands and disseminates  
 knowledge in the areas of  
 public management, public  
 finance and public policy.

• Engages communities in ways  
 that serve the public good.

Learn more at wichita.edu/hws

Facebook.com/HugoWallSchool   
@HugoWallSchool
Search “Hugo Wall School”
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THE IMPACT 
WE MAKE 
IS REAL. 

Evans School by the Numbers

502 total enrolled students in MPA (394),  
 Executive MPA (83), PhD (25)

40 current faculty

93% of 2014 graduates secured employment  
 opportunities in the government, nonprofit,  
 or social sectors.

The Evans School is ranked #9 overall  
by US News & World Report.

Our areas of specialization: 
 (and US News & World Report rankings)

• Environmental Policy and Management (#6)
• International Development
•	 Nonprofit	Management	(#3)
• Public Finance and Budgeting (#29)
• Public Management Administration (#11)
•	 Public	Policy	Analysis	(#13)
• Social Policy

Our Research Impact: #7 U.S., #15 in the world 
 (JPAE, 2014)

evans.uw.edu

Congratulations!
The Evans School is proud to welcome 
Associate Professor Sharon Kioko, a  
recognized national expert in finance 
and budgeting. She will be serving on 
ABFM's Executive Committee in 2016.

Stephanie Leiser (Ph.D. ‘14) won the 2015 
Association for Budgeting and Financial 
Management Michael Curro Student Paper 
Award (Four of the last five winners are 
Evans School students).

In August 2015 Endowed Professor of 
Public Finance and Civic Engagement Justin 
Marlowe published the second installment 
of Governing magazine’s “Guide to Financial 
Literacy: Managing Your Jurisdiction’s 
Financial Health.”

Our MPA concentration in public financial 
management prepares students for careers 
at leading organizations across the country. 
Recent placements include:

Alex Stone  (MPA ‘15), Analyst, U.S. 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau

Matthew Lane (MPA ‘15), Debt Management 
Analyst, Washington State Treasurer

Alyshia Saltman (MPA ‘14), Budget Analyst,  
City of Kirkland, Washington

Clarissa Marks (MPA ‘14), Budget Analyst, 
Seattle Public Schools

Emily Cook (MPA ‘14), Budget Analyst, 
Edmonds School District, Washington

Jared Eyer (MPA ‘14), Budget Analyst, City  
of Tacoma, Washington

Meghan Morris (MPA ‘14), Fiscal Analyst, 
Washington State Legislature

Parker Montgomery (MPA ‘14), Analyst, 
Fitch Ratings

Ruth Allanbrook (MPA ‘14), Budget Analyst, 
City of New York

Elly Slakie (MPA ‘14), Budget Analyst, King 
County, Washington

Alyssa Ha (MPA ‘14), Budget and Management 
Analyst, City of Arlington, Virgnia
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3

7:30 am–12:00 pm Registration WEST END BALLROOM FOYER

7:30-9:00 am Continental Breakfast WEST END BALLROOM FOYER

8:30-10:00 am Concurrent Sessions
 h The Perils and Promise of Turning to Non-Traditional Revenue Sources GEORGETOWN I
Chair/Discussant: Yonghong Wu, Associate Professor, University of Illinois at Chicago

Fines and Court Costs as a Replacement for Declines in Property Tax Receipts:  
The Great Recession and Its Aftermath
Andrew Glassberg, Associate Professor Emeritus, University of Missouri–St. Louis

Fines, Forfeitures and Fiscal Condition: The Reliance on Fines by California’s Municipalities
Charlotte Kirschner, Assistant Professor, Ohio State University
Samuel Stone, Assistant Professor, California State Fullerton
Akheil Singla, Assistant Professor, Arizona State University
James Comeaux, Doctoral Candidate, Ohio State University

The Use and Meaning of Excess Levies in West Virginia
Michael Dougherty, Extension Professor and Specialist, West Virginia University Extension Service

Gambling Expansion: Myths and Facts
Lucy Dadayan, Senior Policy Analyst, Rockefeller Institute of Government

The Politics of Indian Gaming: Exploring How State Gaming Compacts Condition  
the Impact of Indian Gaming
Thaddieus Conner, Assistant Professor, New Mexico State University
Aimee Franklin, Presidential Professor, University of Oklahoma

 h State of the States: Challenges and Trends DUPONT F & G
Chair/Discussant: Elaine Yu Li, Associate Professor, John Jay College of Criminal Justice,  
City University of New York

The Fiscal Situation Room: A Report from the States
Scott Pattison, Executive Director, National Association of State Budget Officers (NASBO)

State Tax Commissions and Tax Reform Proposals
Rahul Pathak, Graduate Research Assistant, Georgia State University
Carolyn Bourdeaux, Associate Professor, Andrew Young School, Georgia State University
Sally Wallace, Professor, Andrew Young School, Georgia State University
Sarah Larson, Senior Research Associate, Fiscal Research Center,  
Andrew Young School, Georgia State University

Structuring a State Tax Increase
Jason Juffras, Director of Program Evaluation, Office of the District of Columbia Auditor

Truth and Integrity in State Budgeting: Lessons from Three States
William Glasgall, State/Local Program and Editorial Director, The Volcker Alliance
Matt Fabian, Partner, Municipal Markets Analytics
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 h Budgeting, Financial Management, and Public Management Innovation WEST END BALLROOM B
Chair/Discussant: Kurt Thurmaier, Professor, Northern Illinois University

How Do Financial Condition and Credit Ratings Affect the Likelihood  
of Technological Innovation in Local Government Management?
Ben Clark, Associate Professor, Cleveland State University
Tatyana Guzman, Assistant Professor, Cleveland State University

Understanding Patterns of Centrality, Growth, and Stability in Transit Contracting Networks over Time
Suzanne Leland, Professor, University of North Carolina–Charlotte
Olga Smirnova, Assistant Professor, East Carolina University

The Impact of Indirect Costs upon Public Management Networks
Zachary Mohr, Assistant Professor, University of North Carolina–Charlotte
David Mitchell, Assistant Professor, University of Central Florida

Priority Based Budgeting & Reallocation: Do Priorities Receive More Funding?
David Mitchell, Assistant Professor, University of Central Florida

 h Why Do Governments Underfund Pensions and How Do We Fix It? WEST END BALLROOM C
Chair/Discussant: David Matkin, Assistant Professor, University at Albany–SUNY

The Determinants of State Pension Reform
Travis St. Clair, Assistant Professor, University of Maryland

City Pension Contributions in FY 2007-2012: What Have We Learned?
Evgenia Gorina, Assistant Professor, University of Texas at Dallas

Act of Necessity or Prudence: Explaining Pension Change in Local Government
Milena Neshkova, Associate Professor, Florida International University
Howard A. Frank, Professor, Florida International University
Yongqing Cong, Shandong University, China

Defined Benefit Plan Distribution Decisions by Non-vested Public Sector Employees  
Post State Pension Reforms
Julia Davidyan, Doctoral Student, University of Wisconsin–Whitewater

 h Budget Reform in China WEST END BALLROOM D
Chair/Discussant: Tom Lauth, Professor Emeritus, University of Georgia

Departmental Budget Transparency within Chinese Provincial Governments
Shulian Deng, Full Professor, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics
Jun Peng, Associate Professor, University of Arizona

Soft Budget Constraint and the Risk of China’s Local Government Debt
Wenlin Fu, Full Professor, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics

The Difficulties and Countermeasures in the Implementation of China’s Budget Law Revision
Shuna Xu, Associate Professor, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics

10:00-10:15 am Refreshment Break WEST END BALLROOM FOYER
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10:15-11:45 am Concurrent Sessions
 h Corruption and Transparency GEORGETOWN I
Chair/Discussant: Robert Kravchuk, Professor, University of Indiana–Bloomington

Morality of Public Debt: the Effect of Corruption on the Accumulation, Composition,  
and Management Practices of State Debt
Cheol Liu, Assistant Professor, City University of Hong Kong
John L. Mikesell, Chancellor’s Professor, Indiana University–Bloomington

Highways Spending Covered Thick with Corruption:  
Effect of Public Corruption on the Size and Allocation of U.S. States’ Spending on Highways
Cheol Liu, Assistant Professor, City University of Hong Kong
Can Chen, Assistant Professor, Florida International University
Jekyung Lee, Doctoral Candidate, University of Georgia

Technocrats or Politicians: Who Decides Mexico’s Municipal Debt Instruments?
Heidi Jane Smith, Research and Adjunct Professor, George Mason University
Allyson Lucinda Benton, División de Estudios Políticos Centro de Investigación y Docencia Económicas, 
A.C. (CIDE) Carretera México-Toluca

Partial Two-Way Mirrors: International Organizations and Budget Transparency
Kim Moloney, Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Miami
Rayna Stoycheva, Lecturer, University of Miami
Jyldyz Kasymova, UN Civil Service Commission, United Nations

Credibility and Reliability of Government’s Budget Plans: Does Fiscal Transparency Matter?
Babacar Sarr, Program Officer, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

 h How to Sharpen Your Regional Economic Dashboard DUPONT F & G
Nicholas Empey, Economist, Regional Directorate, Bureau of Economic Analysis

 h Experimenting with New Methodologies WEST END BALLROOM B
Chair/Discussant: Kenneth Kriz, Regents Distinguished Professor, Wichita State University

An Economic Decomposition of the Impact of Charter Financing on Public School Financial Conditions
Vincent Reitano, Doctoral Candidate, North Carolina State University

Assessing Charter School Savings Behavior with Unconditional Quantile Regression
Theodore Arapis, Assistant Professor, Villanova University
Bruce McDonald, Assistant Professor, North Carolina State University
Vincent Reitano, Doctoral Candidate, North Carolina State University

Semiparametric Approaches to Predicting School Bond Referendum
Peter Jones, Visiting Professor, University of Kentucky

Using Fractional Response Models to Model Proportional Data
Michael Overton, Transportation Planner, North Central Texas Council of Governments

Option Valuation of School Districts’ Advance Refunding Choices in Municipal Bond Markets
Komla Dzigbede, Doctoral Candidate, Georgia State University
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OUR MISSION The mission of the School of Public Affairs and its programs is to enhance the 
performance of governmental and nonprofit institutions in New York and the nation in the interest 
of effective and equitable public service and public policy in a diverse society. We place special 
emphasis on educating responsive and accountable leaders who combine managerial expertise, 
creative and critical thinking, and rigorous analysis in the formation and execution of public policy

NOT JUST A 
School of Public Affairs... 

The School employs numerous cutting- 

edge research centers and programs for  

the analysis, discussion, and development  

of new learning methods.

The School of Public Affairs’ student body is 

the most diverse of any college offering full-time 

public administration graduate programs.

A SCHOOL OF People

A SCHOOL OF

A SCHOOL OF

Community Exploration

Public Partners

Centrally located in Midtown Manhattan, 

Baruch College connects its student body 

to the global community it serves with access 

to over 40,000 nonprofits and INGO’s.

The School’s enduring legacy is  

reflected by the impactful achievements  

of more than 7,000 alumni.

A SCHOOL OF Position

EXPLORE MORE AT BARUCH.CUNY.EDU/SPA/WHOWEARE

TOP 50 public affairs  
programs in the nation

The Master of Public Administration is  
a NASPAA-Accredited degree program.
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 h Public Services and Capitalization WEST END BALLROOM C
Chair/Discussant: Deborah Carroll, Associate Professor, University of Georgia

Effects of School District Income Taxes on Property Values: An Unintended Consequence
Michael Hayes, Assistant Professor, Rutgers University–Camden
Phuong Nguyen-Hoang, Assistant Professor, University of Iowa

How Does the Change of Local Government Structure Affect Property Values?  
A Case Study of Village Dissolution in Upstate New York
Pengju Zhang, Doctoral Candidate, Syracuse University

Property Value Effects of Place-Based College Tuition Guarantee Programs
Bob Bifulco, Associate Professor, Syracuse University
Judson Murchie, Doctoral Candidate, Syracuse University
Ross Rubenstein, Professor and Dan Sweat Chair, Georgia State University

Fiscal Returns of Transportation Investments in Minnesota Counties
Zhirong (Jerry) Zhao, Associate Professor, University of Minnesota

 h Assessing the Value Added of Local Government Fiscal Practices WEST END BALLROOM D
Chair/Discussant: Jane Beckett-Camarata, Senior Lecturer, Penn State University–Harrisburg

The Benefit of Internal Audit in Local Government
Bruce McDonald, Assistant Professor, North Carolina State University
Carl J. Gabrini, Assistant Professor, Columbus State University
Robert J. Eger, III, Associate Professor, Naval Postgraduate School

External Financial Reporting Processes and Costs: Evidence from Illinois Municipalities
Tammy Waymire, Associate Professor, Northern Illinois University
Shannon N. Sohl, Research Associate, Center for Governmental Studies, Northern Illinois University

Multi-Year Budget in Local Government during Good Times and Bad Times
James Conant, Professor, Georgia Mason University

Forecast Effectiveness and Forecast Accuracy
Shayne Kavanagh, Senior Manager of Research, Government Finance Officers Association
Holly Sun, Budget Director, Howard County, Maryland
Daniel Williams, Associate Professor, Baruch College, City University of New York

12:00-1:15 pm Volcker Alliance Luncheon THOMAS
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Whitney Afonso
Gregory S. Allison
David N. Ammons
Maureen Berner
Leisha DeHart-Davis
Margaret Henderson
Michele Hoyman

Jeffrey A. Hughes
Willow S. Jacobson
Kara A. Millonzi
Jonathan Q. Morgan
Ricardo S. Morse
C. Tyler Mulligan
Kimberly L. Nelson

William C. Rivenbark
Dale J. Roenigk
Carl W. Stenberg
John B. Stephens
James Svara (Visiting)
Charles Szypszak
Shannon H. Tufts

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL 
MPA PROGRAM FACULTY

Preparing leaders who

think strategically,

act with integrity,

and serve with commitment

Visit mpa.unc.edu to learn more

Dr. HAI (DAVID) GUO
Co-Managing Editor

Dr. MILENA I. NESHKOVA
Co-Managing Editor

Dr. HOWARD A. FRANK
Editor-in-Chief

•	 Scopus®	ranking	and	under	SSI	review

•	 Rapid	(5-week)	initial	review

•	 Editorial	board	of	internationally-recognized	scholars	

•	 Advancing	scholarship	on	fiscal	policies,	budget	
decision	making,	and	financial	management

•	 Open	to	“big	picture”	discussion	on	economic	policy,	
financial	literacy,	economic	competitiveness,	and	how	
they	relate	to	public	administration

•	 Respecting	quantitative,	qualitative,	and	mixed	methods

Submit	papers	at	www.pracademics.com/index.php/jpbafm.	For	symposium	proposals,	e-mail	to	JPBAFM@fiu.edu.

NEW EDITORIAL TEAM:
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MPA Director & Graduate Coordinator
ABFM Treasurer

Associate Editor of the 
Public Administration Review

Dr. Deborah A. Carroll

1 2Nationally in the public 
management 
specialization*

Worldwide in two recent 
studies of scholarly 
productivity in PA research

Among more than 250 
public affairs graduate 
programs* 5Nationally in the public 

budgeting and finance 
specialization*

TOP RANKED

MPA
PHD&

PROGRAMS

#
#4#

#

Journal of Public Administration 
Research and Theory  

Home to #1 ranked 

padp.uga.edu*According to U.S. News and World Report (2012)

Dr. Thomas P. Lauth
Professor Emeritus

Dr. Tima Moldogaziev
Assistant Professor

Dr. Robert Greer
Assistant Professor

Public Budgeting & Finance
S P O T L I G H T

John Culpepper

Recipient of the 
S. Kenneth Howard Award

UGA MPA Class of 1975
1991-2014 Director of Finance, 
Athens-Clarke County
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DISTINGUISHED FACULTY INCLUDES:
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR BENJAMIN Y. CLARK
Budgeting & Financial Management Faculty, Executive Director of the 

Great Lakes Environmental Finance Center, and ABFM Executive Committee 

Member (2013-15 and re-elected for second term starting in 2016)

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR TATYANA GUZMAN
Budgeting & Financial Management Faculty

Visit csuohio.edu/urban

Maxine Goodman Levin College of Urban Affairs 
Ranked 2nd in the Nation for City Management and 
Urban Policy and 12th in Nonprofit Management –  
U.S. News & World Report
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Masters Program
#2 Public Finance

#16 Overall  
#20 Policy Analysis

(Ranked by U.S. News & 
World Report, 2012)

PhD Program
#4 Overall

(Ranked by the National 
Research Council 

in 2010)
We are proud to have alumni nationwide advancing 

ABFM’s mission of excellence in public budgeting and finance.

University of Kentucky

Among our PhD Success Stories

Cleopatra Charles, PhD 2008
Assistant Professor
School of Public Affairs and 
Administration
Rutgers University

Jacob T. Fowles, PhD 2010
Assistant Professor
School of Public Affairs and 
Administration
University of Kansas

Robert A. Greer, PhD 2013
Assistant Professor
Department of Public Adminis-
tration and Policy
University of Georgia

Ron Zimmer, PhD 1997
Associate Professor of Public 
Policy & Education
Peabody College
Vanderbilt University

Nathan Barrett, PhD 2011
Senior Research Fellow
Department of Economics
Tulane University

Robert J. Eger III, PhD 2000
Associate Professor 
of Accounting and Budgeting
Naval Postgraduate School
Graduate School of Business 
and Public Policy



#16

degree programs including: 
public administration, 
public policy, emergency 
management and homeland 
security, program evaluation, 
public safety leadership and 
administration

new public finance 
concentration available in our 
MPA program beginning fall 
2016

new executive MPA program 
launching in 2016

#2 City Management  
and Urban Policy

Overall
— US News & World Report

#16 Public Finance

We are meeting new demands on public leadership in the context of changing 
models of governance, with faculty and students who are redefining ideas about 
public management and policy, in the classroom and in public institutions.

leading academic programs

Ph.D. program offering fully 
funded and competitive 
research assistantships 

learn more:
spa.asu.edu

#1 university for 
innovation
U.S. News & World Report

#12  global research 
productivity in public affairs 
(van de Walle and van Delft 2015) 

10 winners of national 
and international awards for 
research excellence

public finance faculty:
Jonathan Koppell
Gerald J. Miller
Shawn Novak
Akheil Singla
David Swindell

Professor Miller received the 
2011 Aaron B. Wildavsky Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his work 
in public budgeting and finance

distinguished faculty
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        Edited by  
        Philip Joyce & William Simonsen 

 

Published on behalf of Public Financial  
Publications, Inc.  
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The Gerald G. Fox 
Master of Public  
Administration

The Global Standard in Public Service Education

Visit www.mpa.uncc.edu
Or call 704-687-5974

Faculty:

William Brandon

M. Maureen Brown

Joanne G. Carman

Jacqueline Chattopadhyay 

James Douglas

Suzanne Leland

Zachary Mohr

Sarah Pettijohn

Jaclyn Piatak

Arts Administration

Emergency Management

Nonprofit Management

Public Finance

Urban Management & Policy

Concentrations:
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Nancy Lin, 2015 
Budget Analyst 

 

New York City Office of 
Management and Budget 

dpp.uconn.edu 

UConn is ranked #7  

in Public Finance  

and Budgeting for public  

administration and  

public policy programs   

by U.S. News   

& World Report.  

Assistant Municipals Research Analyst, Hartford Investment Management 
 

Assistant Vice President, Municipal Credit Research at Conning Assets Management 
 

Budget Analyst, Connecticut Office of Policy and Management 
 

Fiscal Analyst, Connecticut General Assembly 
 

Associate Municipal Bond Research,  Deutsche Asset & Wealth Management  
 

Financial Coordinator, Weill Cornell Medical College 
 

Financial Institution Investigator, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation  
 

Portfolio Manager, Division of the Treasury, State of Florida 

Recent Graduate Placements 
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spa.unomaha.edu | facebook.com/unospa | 402.554.2625

UNO SCHOOL OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

Ranked Among the Best
The School of Public Administration at the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha (UNO) is home to nationally known 
faculty whose dedication prepares the Public Budgeting & 
Finance leaders of tomorrow. Our primary focus in teaching 
and research is applied financial management and public 
policy issues, using both quantitative and qualitative 
research methods. 

The School’s Public Budgeting & Finance concentration is 
ranked 6th nationally by U.S. News & World Report, and 
has built a strong reputation in the areas of budgeting and 
budgeting processes, fiscal health, fiscal federalism and 
institutionalism.

Unparalleled Placements
Graduates of this concentration include faculty at: 

• Bridgewater State University
• California State University, Fullerton
• Florida International University 
• Rutgers University
• State University of New York Albany
• Sun Yat Sen University (People’s Republic of China)

Award-Winning Faculty
Students have the opportunity to work with five 
internationally-recognized faculty, three of whom have 
been elected to the prestigious National Academy of Public 
Administration. UNO’s leading scholars in Public Budgeting 
& Finance include: 

• Dr. John Bartle, Dean - College of Public Affairs & 
Community Service

• Dr. Carol Ebdon, Regents/Foundation Professor
• Dr. Chris Goodman, Assistant Professor
• Dr. Craig Maher, MPA Chair
• Dr. B.J. Reed, Senior Vice Chancellor - Academic & 

Student Affairs 

SCHOOL OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION


