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Instructor Info

Instructor: Anthony Madonna

Email: ajmadonn@uga.edu

Website: http://spia.uga.edu/faculty_pages/ajmadonn/

Office: 407 Baldwin Hall

Office Hours: TTR 11:00-12:00am

Syllabus will be on the website.  

News

Michelle Nunn (D) "served notice to her fellow Democrats that she wasn't a 
sure vote for Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., to keep his job --
should her party keep control of that chamber in November," the Atlanta 
Journal Constitution reports.  Said Nunn: "I look forward to changing the 
composition in the leadership of the Senate. The way that we're going to 
change Washington is to bring more people to recognize - to have the humility 
to recognize - that there are good ideas on both sides of the aisle... I will vote 
for the Democratic leader that I think best represents our capacity to get things 
done and move things forward." 

FiveThirtyEight: "According to Gallup, Americans think that political 
corruption has become more widespread over the past several years. And yet 
the best data we have on political corruption doesn't bear that out. The Public 
Integrity Section of the Justice Department reports statistics on corruption cases 
to Congress every year, and although it might be a stretch to say that the 
country has gotten less corrupt over time, the problem certainly hasn't grown." 

BuyPartisan is an iPhone app that allows you to quickly find out if the things you 
buy are made by companies that match your personal political beliefs. Washington 
Post: "BuyPartisan would take the nation's ideological sorting to a new level. It's not 
just that Americans refuse to marry, socialize and live near people who disagree 
with their partisan affiliation. If the app succeeds, it would be a sign that Democrats 
and Republicans aren't even willing to do business with one another any longer." 

A new Rasmussen survey in Alaska finds Dan Sullivan (R) edging 
Sen. Mark Begich (D) in the race for Senate, 47% to 45%. 
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News

"America seems resigned to a Seinfeld election in 2014--a campaign about 
nothing," John Avlon notes. "To an exhausted electorate, the final midterms 
of the Obama presidency are failing to drive much mainstream excitement, 
and no clear national themes have emerged despite the high-stakes fight for 
the Senate. DNC chairwoman Debbie Wasserman-Schultz essentially 
admitted as much when she dismissed the idea of Democrats running on any 
national message, seeking instead to focus on local themes." 

Nate Silver: "There is no shortage of reasons to worry about the state of the 
polling industry. Response rates to political polls are dismal. Even polls that 
make every effort to contact a representative sample of voters now get no more 
than 10 percent to complete their surveys -- down from about 35 percent in the 
1990s.“  "And there are fewer high-quality polls than there used to be. The cost 
to commission one can run well into five figures, and it has increased as 
response rates have declined.1 Under budgetary pressure, many news 
organizations have understandably preferred to trim their polling budgets rather 
than lay off newsroom staff."

"Expectations are high that President Obama can move ahead with 
controversial executive actions now that he has returned from his 
vacation," The Hill reports. "Obama's two weeks on Martha's Vineyard 
were plagued by dual crises, in Iraq and in Ferguson, Mo. But his break 
was also something of a blackout period for news about actions the White 
House is weighing on immigration reform and so-called corporate 
'inversions,' a business maneuver companies use to reduce their tax 
burdens." 

News
Vox - The staff of TeenWise, a Minneapolis-based non-profit, crunched the 
numbers for its annual report on Minnesota teenagers' sexual health. Their 
calculations seemed to show something unbelievable: the state's teen birth rate 
had a double-digit decline between 2009 and 2010. That seemed impossible. 
Just three years earlier, in 2007, Minnesota's teen birth rate had increased by 
1.4 percent; nationally it had increased by 3 percent in 2006. How could the 
rate then fall so steeply and so quickly? "We ran the data, and we figured it was 
a mistake," said Judith Kahn, TeenWise's executive director. "Then, it looked 
like everybody had a mistake. We talked to others around the country, and they 
were all seeing a very similar thing.“Researchers have lots of theories that 
range from major changes in the economic climate to minor changes to 
contraceptive use. But none of them is completely satisfying; all of them leave 
the decline in the teen birth rate a question without an answer.

Vox - Two recent reports show that almost seven years after the economy 
tumbled into recession, the middle class is a long way from recovery. At The 
Upshot, Neil Irwin summarizes new data from Sentier Research, which shows 
that in June, "the median household income was $53,891, down from $55,589 
in inflation-adjusted dollars when the economic expansion began in June 
2009." So the middle class is poorer today than they were five years ago. 
Scarier yet: that puts median household incomes today below where they 
were in 2000. "The middle-income American family is worse off, in other 
words, than it was 14 years ago," writes Irwin. The numbers are, if anything, 
grimmer when you turn from income to wealth. A new US Census Bureau 
report shows that the median household's net worth fell from $106,591 in 
2005 to $68,839 in 2011. That's a stunning drop.

News
A longstanding conceit of conservative thought, which has 
returned with new force during the Obama years, is that 
conservatism is the authentic heir to the vision of the Founders. 
(See, for example, Paul Ryan's recent op-ed, which offhandedly 
describes his own polices, in contrast with President Obama's, as 
consistent with "the Founders' vision.") One can see this in a 
dispute between liberal writer Jonathan Cohn, who complains 
that the Senate gives disproportionate power to rural, 
conservative voters, and conservative Philip Klein, who rebukes 
Cohn by instructing him that the Founders Wanted It This Way:

In Federalist No. 62, Madison addressed the structure of the Senate specifically, writing that “the equal 
vote allowed to each State is at once a constitutional recognition of the portion of sovereignty remaining 
in the individual States, and an instrument for preserving that residuary sovereignty. So far the equality 
ought to be no less acceptable to the large than to the small States; since they are not less solicitous to 
guard, by every possible expedient, against an improper consolidation of the States into one simple 
republic.” He went on to explain, “Another advantage accruing from this ingredient in the constitution of 
the Senate is, the additional impediment it must prove against improper acts of legislation.”

It is true that the Founders agreed to create a Senate that gave every state equal voting rights regardless of 
population. It is not true that Madison — or Alexander Hamilton, whom Klein also quotes — wanted it 
this way. Madison, Hamilton, and most of the figures we regard as the Founders despised the idea of one 
state, one vote. They put it in the Constitution for the same reason they put in the three-fifths clause —
because they were politicians, and they had to accept a noxious compromise or the whole deal would have 
fallen apart.
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Conclusion

Have a great day.


